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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Learn Chinese this Summer
Seats are still available for our introductory CHIN and CNTO classes offered this summer!
CHIN 134 Intensive Basic Chinese I (NonHeritage)
Skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Mandarin Chinese, an active vocabulary of
about 500 Chinese words, and basic grammar.
Register now >>

CHIN 244 Intensive Basic Chinese II (Heritage)
Skills in listening to and speaking Mandarin and reading and writing modern written Chinese.
Emphasis on reading and writing.
Register now >>

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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CNTO 301 Basic Cantonese I
Elementary level (part I) course in Cantonese for nonheritage learners with no prior exposure to
or background in Cantonese. Focus on training for basic oral skills in Cantonese. Open to
speakers with no prior Cantonese speaking background.
Register now >>

The Relevance of Tibetan Buddhism in the 21st Century
On Wednesday, April 20, HH Chamgon Kenting Tai Situ will be giving a talk at UBC’s Frederic
Wood Theatre.

Wednesday, April 20th, 2016
6:30pm
Frederic Wood Theatre, UBC
In the 21st century, as in past centuries ever since the enlightened Buddha agreed to teach,
what is today known as Tibetan Buddhism challenges those choosing this path to examine how
we can engage our minds and bodies, so that our lives become meaningful and purposeful.
Buy tickets online >>

AKS Hanmun Workshop
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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“James Scarth Gale’s ‘Story of Oonyung’ and Yu Mong Sok P'yun (Korean Reader)
(1904)”
Led by Professor Hwan Guk JUNG, Dongguk University

May 2  6, 2016
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Conducted in Korean
Event schedule >>

From Hiroshima to Fukushima  SOLD OUT!
Due to the extraordinary interest in Yoshinaga's and Sakamoto's visit to UBC, tickets sold out
almost immediately. BUT the event organizer suggests that students line up at the door
as seats may open up if ticket holders do not show up.

Poetry of Nuclear Survival
Readings by actor Sayuri Yoshinaga (with English text). Speech and piano accompaniment by
pianist Ryuichi Sakamoto. The event will be followed by a reception.
Tuesday, May 3, 2016
3:00 PM  4:30 PM
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Chan Telus Studio Theatre

Year Five AKS Sinographic Cosmopolis Symposium
James Scarth Gale and his Unpublished Literary Works and Translations

May 8  10, 2016
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Conducted in Korean and English
Event Schedule >>

Sacred Voices: Gundecha Brothers Live in Concert
On behalf of a collaborative effort of several local organizations, The Indian Classical Music Society
of Vancouver is proud to present the return of the PadmaShri Gundecha Brothers to Vancouver,
BC after two long years. Join them on the evening of Sunday, May 22nd at the Laura C. Muir
Performing Arts Theatre (Douglas College, New Wesminster) for a transformative musical
experience as the Gundecha Brothers transport the audience into a realm of melodious devotion.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Event details >>

David Edgington Retirement Lecture

On April 4th, Asian Studies faculty and others gathered for a “retirement lecture” by Prof. David
Edgington of the Geography Dept. David has been a friend and supporter of Asian Studies
throughout his time at UBC, fully deserving of the champagne toast raised in his honour.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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UBC Asian Studies Graduate Students Attend AAS 2016

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Thanks to the department's generosity and encouragement, a number of graduate students
were able to attend the 75th annual conference of the Association of Asian Studies this last
weekend in Seattle. For many of us, this was the first time attending — or in some cases
presenting at — this core Asian Studies conference. We had the opportunity to meet professors
whose work we study and admire, connect with graduate students from around the world, and
feel the excitement of new and collaborative scholarship in the many disciplines that Asian
Studies embraces. Most of all, thanks to you, we were able to share this experience with each
other. Thank you so much for supporting us on our academic journey, for giving us this special
experience, and for helping us grow and explore Asian Studies.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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 With Much Gratitude, Asian Studies Graduate Students

Photos: 2016 BC “Chinese Bridge” Mandarin Speech
Contest for University Students
On Saturday March 19, 2016, the BC “Chinese Bridge” Mandarin Speech Contest for University
Students was held at BCIT. The topic of this Speech Contest was “Me and China” where students
talked about their individual stories with China, their experience learning Chinese, and their
passion for Chinese culture. Forty eight students from eight postsecondary institutions over BC
participated in the contest. Out of the 12 prizes in total, UBC students won 7 of them.
Congratulations to all the prize winners and every UBC student who participated in the contest!
All of the instructors in the Chinese Language Program are proud of you! A big thank you also
goes to our CHIN course instructors and TAs, who have put in tremendous effort in promoting
the contest and helping students in their preparation.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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UBC Chinese Instructors with three AwardWinning Students and other Contestants.
Photos and a list of contestants >>

Bruce Fulton's Forthcoming Book

Bruce Fulton, Asian Studies Associate Professor, and his Wife JuChan Fulton are at it again with
a new translation to be released this summer. Equal parts muckraking novel, transnational love
story, and panoramic social critique, Cho Chongnae's The Human Jungle portrays China on the
verge of becoming the world's dominant economic force. Published as a trilogy of novels in
Korean, each of which sold more than one million copies, translators Bruce Fulton and Juchan
Fulton have combined these into this single Englishlanguage edition.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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more details >>

The Update will be taking a break for the Summer
During the summer term things slow down and there are not as many stories to tell so our Asian
Studies Update newsletter will be going on break and restarting again in August. Don't worry
though! We will still be posting Asian Studies stories, news and events regularly on our website,
Facebook and Twitter pages. Make sure to like and follow to stay updated throughout the
summer.

Like us on Facebook >>

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Student Opportunities

Hiring Work Study for Centre for Japanese Research Position
Inviting applications for an assistant position involving a minimum of ten and maximum of
twenty hours per week from May 1 to August 31, 2016. Primary duties will involve preparation
for a largescale conference. Review of applications will begin Monday, March 28. Applications are
currently being accepted via Careers Online (Job ID: 824175).
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service Asian Studies MA Program Info Session
Hiring Japanese speaking Research Assistant. May  August 2016
2016 Confucius Institute Scholarship
Call for Papers  The Asian Conference on Education 2016

OnCampus Events
Thursday, April 14  Friday, April 15, 2016
CSEARching for Southeast Asia: The Inaugural Graduate Student Conference for Southeast Asia
Research
8:30 AM  7:30 PM (Apr 14), 9:00 AM  7:00 PM (Apr 15)
C.K. Choi Building and the Liu Institute for Global Issues
Tuesday, April 26, 2016
(Re)Viewing China Today
12:30 PM  2:00 PM
Room 351, C.K. Choi Building

OffCampus Events
Thursday, April 14, 2016
Global Real Estate Investment: The VancouverChina Nexus
5:00 PM  7:30 PM
The Park Ballroom, Four Seasons Hotel Vancouver, 791 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC
Friday, April 15, 2016
Targeting Universities in Authoritarian India
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Room 7000, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 W Hastings St, Vancouver
Sunday, April 17, 2016
Family History with a Smartphone Workshop #1
1:00pm4:30pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Friday, April 29, 2016
The Floor 9 Salon Series Presents: South Asia Beats
5pm  7:30pm
APF Canada's Vancouver Office, 900  675 W. Hastings St, Vancouver, BC
Saturday, April 30, 2016
2016 8th Annual Translation and Interpreting Workshop
1:00 pm 4:30 pm
Kaede Room at Nikkei Centre, 6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Saturday, May 14, 2016
Student Workshop on Canada’s Engagement with Myanmar: Responding to the Rohingya Crisis
10:00 am  4 pm
Asia Pacific Foundation Of Canada, 675 West Hastings Street (9th floor), Vancouver
Wednesday, May 25, 2016
Next Music from Tokyo vol 8
8pm
The Biltmore Cabaret, 2755 Prince Edward St, Vancouver

Go Global Interview – First Week in Osaka, Japan with
William Strausser
Currently on a 1semester exchange to Osaka University in Japan, William Strausser, a 4th year
Asian Area Studies major, has agreed to share his experience as it unfolds. This is part one, of a
threepart interview, chronicling his exchange abroad. The first interview will be conducted after
his first week in Japan, the second, halfway through his exchange and the third, one week
before he returns.

First Week
Asian Studies: Tell us a little about yourself?
William: I’m a 4th year Asian Area Studies major in the Honours
program with a focus on Japan. I am originally from the States, having
grown up in little Burlington, Vermont. Academically, my greatest interests
are Japanese history, religion, and cinema, especially jidaigeki films from
the ‘50s and ‘60s. In fact, Akira Kurosawa’s films are one of the primary
reasons I chose to major in Asian Studies. The intersection of cinematic
technique, powerful storytelling, and historicity in his (and other directors’)
films has driven me more than anything else to pursue my degree.
Outside of school, I also have great interest in music and photography,
and would likely be working toward a career in one of those fields if not for UBC’s excellent Asian
Studies program. I’m also an avid New York sports fan, following the Jets, Mets, Rangers, and
Knicks.
Asian Studies: Where are you going on exchange and why did you chose to go to there?
William: I am studying at Osaka University in Japan. I chose to come here for several reasons:
Firstly, I knew that I wanted to go to Japan for a semester abroad due to my major, so the
country was always a given. Secondly, I felt that Osaka as a city provided the best opportunity
for me to see and experience Japanese culture, given the tremendous history of the Kansai
region, its distance from Tokyo (which seems to be a significantly more globalized city), and the
sheer size of the population here. There is so much to see and do here that it’s overwhelming for
even a 5month stay. Lastly, when I looked at the program offered at Osaka University, I liked
how its small size compared to the depth of its course offerings. There are only about 80
students in my program, but I have the opportunity to take many highly specific courses that
even a large department such as ours cannot offer.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Osaka’s Shinsaibashi district
Asian Studies: What are you most excited about? What do you hope to achieve? Do you have
any goals for your exchange (academic, social, professional)?
William: There is so much I want to see here! Of course, I hope to do plenty of sightseeing,
touring around as many temples, castles, and museums as I possibly can. Having learned so
much about Japan’s history in university, getting the chance to actually see these landmarks in
real life is something I very much look forward to. I also hope to encounter some of Japan’s
underground music scene; there is a very vibrant and active community of musicians in Osaka in
a wide variety of genres, and I would like to see as many of them live as possible. Additionally,
there are many smaller things I hope to experience, such as Japan’s baseball culture (especially
to contrast it with America’s), Osaka’s cuisine, and local cinema. Aside from these things, I plan
to use this new environment as an opportunity to work on my photography.
If there’s one goal I have while I’m here, however, it is to come away with at least
conversational ability in Japanese. I have struggled thus far in my language courses at UBC, so
earning practical experience speaking, reading, and writing will be invaluable for me in achieving
my longterm career goals.

Isshinji temple
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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Asian Studies: What are you most worried about?
William: Not having enough time for everything! 5 months can go by very quickly, so I have to
make sure that I’m not wasting my time at all while I’m here. I hope to knock at least one thing
off of my list every week, which means I can never get lazy even when it’s 35ºC and 80%
humidity outside.
Asian Studies: It is your first week abroad, how bad is the culture shock? Tell me at least 1
thing that has surprised you.
William: I’ve actually been surprised more than anything else at how little culture shock I’ve
experienced. A combination of previous travel experience in Asia, language study at UBC, and the
fact that I’m already doing my degree in a foreign country as is, has really eased the shock of
coming to Japan. I know it’s strange to say as an American that studying in Canada has made it
easier for me to come to Japan, but it really has. The differences are much more subtle, but they
are differences nonetheless. This has helped teach me what it’s like to live in a different society
from my own.
Asian Studies: What courses are you taking? Which one are you most excited for and why?
William: In addition to Japanese language, I’ll be taking 5 courses: Topics in Japanese Law,
Japanese Society and Ideology, Osaka in Modern Literature, A Glimpse at Japanese Arts, and
Introductory Anthropology. Of these, I am definitely most excited for Japanese Law. I see it as a
rare opportunity to take a class that I otherwise would likely never have the opportunity to take
in North America. I also hope that understanding the legal system here, especially constitutional
law, will help to bolster my overall understanding of Japanese society.
Asian Studies: Has your training in Asian Studies helped you in any way while abroad? i.e.;
Have you managed to not embarrass yourself yet?
William: Absolutely! I’m not sure I can point to any specific instances where my classes have
aided me in navigating Japanese culture, but there’s no doubt that they have. Regardless, there
have still been plenty of times where I’ve embarrassed myself, but I think that’s to be expected
any time you visit a foreign country for the first time. It’s not necessarily that I’ve violated any
social norms, but rather inexperienced with the way people here use the subway, buy their
groceries, order at restaurants, etc. It’s these kinds of mundane daily activities that I have felt
least prepared for.

A bird in a sakura tree in Tennoji park
Asian Studies: What is the best thing you have eaten so far? Pics or it didn’t happen
William: You’re gonna hate me because I actually don’t have any pictures, but I had an
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=788159&q=0&qz=2300b6
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incredible bowl of shoyu ramen at a little restaurant in Shinsaibashi this past weekend. I didn’t
have my camera with me at the time, but you can rest assured that it was delicious. I’ll be sure
to be better equipped next time I eat something good!

This is the end of our first interview William Strausser but stay tuned for parts two and three of
his experience abroad! Also, follow William’s new blog, Osaka Summer, where he will share his
stories of Japan on a weekly basis.
If you are an Asian Studies Major currently on exchange or planning to go in Term 1 of 2016W
and would like to share your experience with UBC Asian Studies and our students, send an email
to Oliver Mann at oliver.mann[at]ubc.ca as he would love to interview you!

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it could be featured in the next Update!

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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