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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Asian Studies Welcome Back Lunch
All returning Arts Undergraduate students are welcome to join us for our Welcome Back Lunch
on Imagine Day (2nd, 3rd and 4th years). Come learn about the Asian Studies Experience and
join the Asian Studies community. Meet with faculty and staff, network with alumni and mingle
with students over lunch. Imagine day is your greatest opportunity to become aware of the
programs across campus and start planning ahead! We hope that you will leave more
knowledgeable about our Language and Culture Programs, UBC’s Go Global Exchange Program
and UBC’s student work opportunities.

Tuesday, September 6th, 2016
Time: 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
Location: Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
*The Department of Asian Studies is looking for students to volunteer for this event. If you are
interested, please contact the event organizer Dmitri Lennikov at dmitri.lennikov@ubc.ca.

Featured 2016W Term 1 Courses
ASIA 377  History of Korean Thought
Understanding the quicklyshifting religious landscape of East Asia is important for anyone who
interacts with the region or studies it. Korea offers a matchless blend of global and local tradition,
and is changing rapidly. Therefore, understanding Korean spirituality offers the student a unique
view on the spirituality of the 21st century.
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Additional Courses:
ASIA 327  Korean Popular Music in Context
ASIA 438  The Cinematic Lives of Muslims in South Asia
Drawing on the interdisciplinary traditions of South Asian media studies, postcolonial and cultural
studies, as well as feminist and sexuality studies, this course teaches students to historicize and
contextualize cinematic representation as we trace the major shifts in postcolonial depictions of
Muslims. Given that ‘Bollywood’ is the most voluminous film industry in the region, this course
has a particular focus on Hindi cinema.

ASIA 310A The Rise, Fall and Revival of Buddhism in South Asia
ASIA 310B Issues in Contemporary South Asian Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies
This 300level course introduces students to the interdisciplinary field of South Asian Women’s,
Gender and Sexuality Studies. A key aspect of colonial governance was the construction of South
Asia and its heterogeneous populations as gendered in ‘traditional’ ways. We will explore how this
construct functions within contemporary scholarship, which likewise identifies gender and
sexuality as central to postcolonial nation, state and subject formation in South Asia, as
elsewhere.
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ASIA 310T Tibetan and Himalayan Culture
ASIA 310W History of Hong Kong
By the end of the term, students should be able to identify some of the major themes, events,
and historiographical debates concerning the history of Hong Kong. They will gain a better
understanding of the variety of sources available for the study of Hong Kong, and become more
critical consumers and producers of historical knowledge.

ASIA 250 Introduction to Buddhism (now only available in term 2)

Special Korean Studies Lab Seminar
Open to the public. Instruction in Korean.
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Aug 31st  Sept 1, 2016
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Details >>

Colloquium on Religion, Literature and the Arts
Hosted by Dr. Anne Murphy, this colloquium will feature different speakers every other week
throughout Term 1. The first event will take place on September 20th, 2016.
Upcoming events:
Tuesday, September 20th, 2016
Are Plato’s altruistic philosophers like Buddhist bodhisattvas?
With guest speaker Michael Griffin
12:30pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Tuesday, October 4th, 2016
Imagined & Pragmatic Pilgrimage in Mandeville’s Late Medieval Book of Marvels and
Travels
With guest speaker Kyla Drzazgowski
12:30pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Details and more events >>

Reluctant Rebellions: A Book Talk and Release with
Shauna Singh Baldwin
"Begin anywhere, but begin."
These are the last lines in this book of essays and perhaps it is the best place to begin. Shauna
Singh Baldwin’s Reluctant Rebellions: New and Selected Nonfiction is an important intervention
in the scholarship of diaspora writing by feminists of colour. In this book she presents her essays
and speeches on the act of writing as a feminist author, while at the same time writing about
the resistance of cultural communities to the erroneous presumptions of fixed identities by
dominant forces. These two juxtapositions together create a complex and rich ground for
exploration for the reader. Keeping these positions in mind, she writes evocatively to the
heterogeneity of experiences in the interplay between two polar opposites of
acceptance/belonging and contestation.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=828978&q=0&qz=d4e4b9
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Wednesday, September 21st, 2016
4pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall

Scholar/Filmmakers, Lata Mani & Nicolas Grandi
A two day event of films and discussions.
Wednesday 5 October 2016
The Poetics of Fragility, By Nicolás Grandi & Lata Mani  Film with introduction/discussion
5pm  6:30 pm
Green College Coach House
The Poetics of Fragility (HD 63 minutes) is a kaleidoscopic exploration of the texture, vitality and
aesthetics of fragility. It interweaves stories of bodily frailty with optical vignettes of nature’s
delicacy to reclaim fragility as intrinsic to existence, not something to be bemoaned or overcome.
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Thursday 6 October 2016
Seminar: Writing the Present: The Arts, Humanities & the Polyphony of our Wor(l)ds
4 pm Peter Wall Institute, Seminar Room 307, 6331 Crescent Road
The seminar will feature a screening of the film De Sidere 7, 38 minutes (by Nicolás Grandi &
Lata Mani) and open up to a wider discussion of the film and paper by Lata Mani, Writing the
Present.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=828978&q=0&qz=d4e4b9
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Details >>

Conference on Genocide
Genocide: The politics of denial, forgetting and the work of memory
This conference will focus on a few genocides that have an immediate bearing on Canada and
the diasporas in Canada, particularly the South Asian diaspora. Its goal is to inform, revive
memory, compel recognition, and mobilize support for organizations that are engaged in the
struggle against genocide.
Oct 7  9, 2016
515 W Hastings Street, Vancouver
Cosponsored by UBC Asian Studies and featuring Associate Professor, Sunera Thobani
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Details >>

Student Opportunities

Internship – Vancouver Economic Commission Asia Pacific Centre (looking for Japanese speakers)

Go Global Interview – First Week in Osaka, Japan with
William Strausser
Currently on a 1semester exchange to Osaka University in Japan, William Strausser, a 4th year
Asian Area Studies major, has agreed to share his experience as it unfolds. This is part two, of a
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=828978&q=0&qz=d4e4b9
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threepart interview, chronicling his exchange abroad. The first interview is conducted after his
first week in Japan, the second, halfway through his exchange and the third, one week before he
returns.
Read part one of William Strausser's interview here.

Halfway
Asian Studies: So it is halfway through your exchange, have you managed to settle in? What
does your average weekday look like?
William: I would definitely say I've settled in! My schedule isn't 100% consistent, but I have
fallen into a bit of a routine. A typical day looks something like:

6:45 AM: Wake up and get ready for school.
8:00 AM: Leave the apartment and walk to the station to board the 8:23 train (it takes about
20 minutes to get there).
8:50 AM: First class of the day, which is always Japanese.
12:00 PM: Lunch at one of the school's cafeterias. Since classes here are scheduled in periods –
unlike at UBC – everyone gets the same time off for lunch. This means that lines are long and
seats hard to find. It's nice when a prof ends class early since you can beat the rush.
~4:00 PM: Leave campus and head home on the train. This time obviously varies depending on
day of the week. Usually I'll stop by the supermarket near the station to grab something to
make for dinner. If I'm feeling really lazy or it's pouring rain, I'll hop on the bus instead of walking
the 20 minutes home, but it costs ￥220 ($2.72 CAD) so that's rare.
My evenings are not a whole lot different than they would be at UBC. Dinner, homework, and
bed.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=828978&q=0&qz=d4e4b9
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Asian Studies: Are there any courses you are particularly enjoying? How does the workload
and instruction compare to UBC?
William: The biggest difference between classes here and at UBC is how they are structured.
Here, the day is broken up into five 90minute periods with 10minute breaks in between.
Having become accustomed to the standard 50minute class at UBC, this has been a bit of a
challenge for me. 50 minutes into a lecture, I generally find myself beginning to mentally check
out, only to realize that there are still 40 minutes of class left. I'm getting used to it, though.
The other big difference is the fact that, aside from Japanese which has 3 meetings a week,
courses here meet only once per week and are worth 2 credits. Once again, I think I prefer
UBC's system. Meeting several times for shorter periods allows for classes to cover more ground
in my opinion. I'm not sure if these are merely differences between Osaka U. and UBC, or rather
represent the Japanese and Canadian university systems.
My favorite class thus far has been Japanese Law, by a fairly significant margin. Laws reflect
culture to a considerable extent, so it's been a great window into certain aspects of Japanese
society that can't be grasped in a history or literature course. I would love to see a course like
this offered as part of our department, just covering basic elements of constitutional law and
some landmark cases in Japanese legal history.
Asian Studies: How is your Japanese improving? How has learning inside and outside of the
classroom been?
William: I really can't stress enough how much my Japanese has improved! Before coming
here, it was a struggle to put together a coherent sentence without first sitting down and
composing it. Now, I feel comfortable having basic conversations with people.
More than anything else, what visiting here has done for me is it's made learning the language
fun, almost like a game. I've tried to channel the frustration that comes from being unable to
express myself on a daily basis into something positive and treat it like solving a puzzle. It's
especially helpful having a dictionary with me all the time on my phone. I'm constantly looking
up new words and trying to find ways to use them.
Asian Studies: How about your weekends and free time? I know you had a long todolist.
Have you managed to make a dent in it and what has been your best adventure so far?
William: There's still plenty of stuff left on that list, but I've managed to cross off some of the
major items. The two things that have stood out for me the most have been the baseball games
I've attended and exploration of Osaka's record stores. Sports and music are two of my biggest
hobbies, so seeing how those things manifest themselves in Japanese vs. American/Canadian
culture has been a real eye opener for me.
The nicest thing about coming here for an extended period of time is actually not feeling rushed
to cram a lot into a short period of time. For instance, I visited Kyoto last weekend, and rather
than trying to see each and every famous temple in the city, I decided to just take it easy and
soak everything in while leisurely strolling around. That's something you rarely have the privilege
of doing with a short timeframe.
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Another adventure that stands out for me was an evening I spent around Minamikata station in
Osaka, an area with lots of local flavor and none of the neon lights or busy intersections of the
downtown area. I grabbed myself some dinner and a beer and took some photos of the scene.
That was in the first few weeks I was here, so everything was completely new and unfamiliar for
me.
I know you asked for only one experience, but there's too many to distill down like that!
Asian Studies: Socially, have you made many local friends or has it been difficult to break out of
the “international student” bubble?
William: This has definitely been a challenge for me. Most of the friends that I've made here
have been fellow foreigners, with a few exceptions. However, I'm trying to make it a priority in
the last few months that I have here to meet more Japanese friends and apply my language
abilities. I'll report back on how that goes in the last interview!
Asian Studies: Now that you have passed the halfway point, do you feel that one semester
abroad will be enough?
William: Absolutely not. It's not even a question for me. I kind of knew that even back when I
was applying for exchange programs, but still ended up opting for only a single semester.
However, I don't know if I would go as far as to say that I regret the decision.
It's becoming readily apparent to me that I need to come back here after I graduate next year.
Ideally, I'd like to do a program like JET where I can live in a more rural area and be really forced
to learn the language. We'll see if that comes to fruition, but no matter what happens I see
myself coming back for another longterm stay in the near future.
Asian Studies: Most importantly, I am sure you have been trying a lot of new foods. What is
the best thing you have eaten so far? Photo evidence is required
William: Ahh yes of course, "most importantly". I'm actually going to mention two things here,
if that's alright (and I have photos of both this time around!).
Firstly, I have had far more ramen than I should reasonably be eating since I arrived here. It's
gotten to the point that I jump on virtually every opportunity I get to have a bowl of the stuff,
just because I know I'm going to miss its availability as soon as I get back to Vancouver.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=828978&q=0&qz=d4e4b9
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The best bowl of ramen that I've had so far was at a place called Menya Takakura Nij? (??????)
in Kyoto. What really set this bowl apart from the others I've had was the incredible chashu.
They actually give it a little sear over an open flame before throwing it in the bowl, making it
extra delicious. While it's the only ramen place I've been to in Kyoto thus far, I'd say if you ever
find yourself in the city to make it a priority to try this place.
The other food I've had a lot of is takoyaki, which is native to Osaka and one of this city's
specialties. When I first arrived, I was a bit disappointed at the lack of good takoyaki places close
to me. However, I was later recommended a tiny place called Warajiya in the basement of
Senrichuo Station right near me that serves some of the best takoyaki I've had yet in this
country. Since discovering this place, I've actually made it a weekly stop every Thursday evening
since my classes go until 6pm.
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This is the end of our second interview with William Strausser. Stay tuned for the last part of his
experience abroad! Also, follow William’s new blog, Osaka Summer, where he has shared his
stories of Japan on a weekly basis.
If you are an Asian Studies Major currently on exchange or planning to go in Term 1 of 2016W
and would like to share your experience with UBC Asian Studies and our students, send an email
to Oliver Mann at oliver.mann[at]ubc.ca as he would love to interview you!

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it could be featured in the next Update!

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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