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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff
2016 Asian Studies Annual Careers Night
The Department of Asian Studies is pleased to invite you to our Annual Asian Studies Careers
Night on Monday, March 21st. This is a wonderful opportunity to gain advice and network with
people who have found exciting careers after an Asian Studies degree. We will be inviting alumni
with diverse experiences – at home and in Asia – to come share their inspiring stories with you.
Please do not miss this event!

Monday, March 21st, 2016
6:00 PM
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Free – Registration required
Event open to Asian Studies majors, minors and prospective Asian Studies students
See the full event program >>
Looking for Students Volunteers (4pm  9pm)
We are looking for assistance with the set up, registration and tear down for our Annual Careers
Night. Volunteers will still be able to attend the event as a regular guest and will get some nice
Asian Studies treats as thanks. If you are interested in volunteering, please send an email to our
Events Coordinator, Oliver Mann, at oliver.mann@ubc.ca for details.

Featured Course: Critical Approaches to Manga and
Anime
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Asia 326: Critical Approaches to Manga and Anime
Summer Term 2 2016
In this course we will critically analyze a variety of manga (print comics), anime (animation), and
video games from Japan. A central focus of this course will be on examining the similarities and
differences between these cultural forms at the level of “media.” We will consider what makes
each of these forms unique and how stories can be adapted and told differently utilizing each
platform. We will also use these texts as a vehicle to learn more about Japanese history and
culture (and titan attacks!), and even try creating some of the content ourselves.
Instructor: Ben Whaley
Register now >>

Digital Textualities in South Asia: A Research
Symposium

How might new technologies help us preserve and make better sense of the vast but vulnerable
textual cultures of the predigital age? The question is especially pertinent to the study of South
Asia, which boasts some of the largest, oldest, and most diverse collections of premodern
writings in the world, but which has also recently experienced breathtaking technological growth.
This research symposium at UBC will bring together leading international scholars who are
actively adopting and developing digital technologies for the study of South Asian textual
cultures, in order to share insights, tools, and techniques, to propose broader research questions,
and to chart future directions for collaborative inquiry.
Friday, March 4, 2016  Saturday, March 5, 2016
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
All sessions are free and open to the general public
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More information here >>

The 28th Annual BC Japanese Speech Contest
The Annual British Columbia Japanese Speech Contest is open to British Columbia and Yukon
residents who speak Japanese as a foreign or second language. The 2016 Contest will be held on
Saturday, March 5, 2016 at Halpern Centre, Simon Fraser University.
Saturday, March 5, 2016
10am  5pm
Halpern Centre, Simon Fraser University
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Teaching the Asian Literary Classics: a Roundtable
Discussion
The Tale of Genji, Dream of the Red Chamber, The Tales of Ise, The Three Kingdoms–these and
other masterworks are required reading for students of Japanese and Chinese literature. But how
did these works come to be regarded as “classics”? What makes them significant works of
literature? And how can an instructor best convey their artistry–especially in translation? Come
hear distinguished scholars of Japanese and Chinese literature discuss the techniques they use in
the classroom to help students find meaning in Asian literary classics.
Friday, March 11, 2016
3pm  5pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=773304&q=0&qz=e1218a
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RSVP now >>

2016 Asian Studies Graduate Student Conference
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Saturday, March 12, 2016
Auditorium, Asian Center, 1871 West Mall

Pakistan as an Alternative to the Idea of an Impossible
India

Atiya Singh (University of Chicago)
Tuesday, March 15, 2016
122 p.m.
UBC Asian Centre, Room 604
According to popular perceptions, Pakistan came into being as a result of a specific vision of the
Muslim League shaped in the political milieu of the 1940s. Yet this perspective ignores the role
played by the CommunistLeft in India not only in articulating the idea of Pakistan, but also in
providing organizational support to the League essential to fulfilling the dream of Pakistan. This
talk reevaluates the history of the creation of Pakistan from the standpoint of international
Marxism and the ideological shifts that had occurred within it. These shifts had a profound effect
on the political practice of the CommunistLeft in India resulting in the division of the sub
continent.
Details >>

The Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program 2016
The Eighth Annual Celebration of Punjabi presented by the Department of Asian Studies, UBC.
The Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program celebrates the rich life of Punjabi language and culture
and its importance in BC, in memory of Harjit Kaur Sidhu, a woman who shared such passions.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=773304&q=0&qz=e1218a
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Wednesday, March 16, 2016

“Lumber being air dried” (1910), Vancouver Public Library Acc. No. 14264.
UBC Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
77:30 p.m. – “Early Punjabi Migration to British Columbia and the Call of Freedom (Az?d? d? G?
nj)” A brief address by Sunit Singh, Ph.D. University of Chicago.
7:308 p.m. – Award for lifetime achievement for Jarnail Singh Sekha, BCbased Punjabi Writer &
Awards for Student Essay Contest winners
89 p.m. – Student performances and films
Sunit Singh will give a longer scholarly talk on Thursday 17 March from 45:30 p.m. in Room
604, Asian Centre, UBC Campus.

Western Clarion: Canadian Socialists and Indian Migration to British
Columbia
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1908 Vancouver Public Library Accession Number: 5236; Photographer: Philip Timms
Thursday, March 17, 2016
4 p.m.
UBC Asian Centre, Room 604
Around 1905, British Indian subjects, primarily Sikhs from the Punjab, started to venture to the
western shores of Canada and the United States in search of employment. At first, Indian labor
was absorbed in British Columbia, as was that of the Chinese and Japanese. Yet a forceful
backlash after 1907 interrupted their welcome, when a deepening economic crisis fanned anti
Asian and antiIndian sentiments, and established unions attempted to stem the “Tide of
Turbans.” The backlash coincided with the emergence of a new spirit in the electoral life of British
Columbia—the socialist party. And though generally ostracized by the unions, a small but
influential group of these Indians migrants made inroads with the Canadian Socialist Party,
which, after some hesitation, took up their cause. The object of this talk is to unpack how the
Canadian left and the Indians themselves understood the exigencies of the labour market and
the relationship of race and imperial subjecthood.
Details >>

Lecture on Bushido by Asian Studies Graduate Oleg
Benesch
Oleg Benesch, a Lecturer in East Asian History at the University of
York and a graduate of the Asian Studies PhD program, is returning to
UBC to offer a lecture based on his book Inventing the Way of the
Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern
Japan. Please join us on March 17 from 3:30 to 5:00 pm in CK Choi
120. The talk will be hosted by Peter Nosco and cosponsored with the
Centre for Japanese Research

Thursday, March 17, 2016
3:30pm  5:00 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Oleg Benesch Biography >>
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Symposium: “Queer Transfigurations in Postwar
Japanese Popular Culture: Manga, Anime, Games”
Guest speakers will include: Yukari Fujimoto (Meiji University, Japan) James Welker (Kanagawa
University, Japan), Mark McLelland (Wollongong University, Australia), Alisa Freedman (University
of Oregon, U.S.), Andrea Wood (Winona State University, U.S.), and Patrick Galbraith (Duke
University, U.S.).
The speakers list will also include UBC Asian Studies graduate students Ben Whaley, Yuki
Ohsawa, Shirin Eshghi, and Cyrus Qiu, as well as friends and colleagues from UBC Creative
Writing, UBCO, and UVic.
Schedule will be available shortly, but in the meantime, please mark your calendars!!
Tuesday, March 29, 2016
9 am  6pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall

From the Year of the Ape to the Year of the Monkey
Dr. Christopher Rea, Asian Studies Associate Professor, recently published a short piece with an
excerpt from his new book "The Age of Irreverence" in The China Story. Dr. Rea is currently
traveling through California giving several talks at different universities regarding his book.
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Read the article online >>

Farewell to Consul General Okada and Mrs. Okada
On February 29, Japan Studies faculty members in the Department of Asian Studies, along with
representatives from community organizations and other UBC units, met to thank Consul
General Okada and Mrs. Okada for three years of exemplary service to the academic and arts
communities of Vancouver and British Columbia. A certificate of recognition was offered to
acknowledge the extraordinary efforts made by Consul General Seiji Okada and Mrs. Okada to
expand the scholarly, artistic, and cultural work of the Consulate General of Japan.
Representatives from TomoeArts, the Vancouver InterCultural Orchestra, the Centre for
Japanese Research, the Institute of Asian Research, the Asian Library, the Museum of
Anthropology, and Nitobe Garden voice their gratitude and wished the Okadas well as they return
to Tokyo.

Consul General Okada and Mrs. Okada accepting the certificate of recognition from Centre for
Japanese Research Director Christina Laffin.

LR: Patrick Lewis (Director, Botanical Garden), Brian Pendleton (Professor Emeritus, Asian
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Studies, Langara College), David Edgington (Professor, Geography), Sharalyn Orbaugh (Professor,
Asian Studies), Mrs. Okada, Consul General Okada, Christina Laffin (Codirector, Centre for
Japanese Research), Fuyubi Nakamura (Asia Curator, Museum of Anthropology), Rebecca Chau
(Coordinator, Japanese Language Program), Colleen Lanki (Artistic and Managing Director,
TomoeArts), Ryuko Kubota (Professor, Department of Language and Literacy Education), Shirin
Eshghi (Japanese Language Librarian, Asian Library), Joshua Mostow (Associate Head, Asian
Studies)

Student Opportunities
2016 Huayu Enrichment Scholarship
2016 Taiwan Scholarship
2016 international Relations Students Association
Writing Better Asia Blogs  Free Workshop by Asia Pacific Foundation
Himalayan Language Partner Program – call for instructor applications
Hiring Japanese speaking Research Assistant. May  August 2016
2016 Confucius Institute Scholarship
Call for Papers: 2016 Fword conference  Theory to Practice: Imagining our Feminist Futures
Call for Papers  The Asian Conference on Education 2016
2016 Chinese Government Scholarship Program
leMook Magazine Writing Contest
Call for Kimono Models
Operation Groundswell  Backpacking with a Purpose
2016 MEXT Japanese Studies Scholarship – Application Open
Mitacs is now accepting applications for competitive international research opportunities,
including student travel to and from Canada. The deadline to apply is March 4, 2016, at 5 p.m.
PST.
UN Official Languages Student Essay Competition

OnCampus Events
Thursday, March 3, 2016
Explaining the Persistence of Supplementary Education in East Asia: The Case of Japan
2:30 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Thursday, March 3, 2016
Adapting in the Dust: Lessons Learned from Canada's War in Afghanistan
3:30 pm  5:00 pm
Room 351, C.K. Choi Building
Thursday, March 3, 2016
Japan's PostTPP Trade Policy
4:00 pm  6:00 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Friday, March 4th, 2016
The COP21 Paris Agreement – How was consensus reached between the main carbon emitters
and what does it entail now?
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12:30 pm – 2:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi, UBC
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
The 2011 March 11th (3.11) Disaster and Nuclear Power Plant Accident in Tohoku, Japan: Five
Years On
12:00 pm  5:00 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building & Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Monday, March 14, 2016
Pop Culture, History and “Contents Tourism” in Japan (Philip Seaton of Hokkaido University)
3:00 pm  5:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre
Thursday, March 17, 2016
Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan
with Oleg Benesch (University of York)
3:30 pm  5:00 pm
Location TBD
Thursday, March 24, 2016
How Treaties are Approved and Concluded in Japan: From Negotiation to Execution with Akira
Uchida (Deputy Consul General of Japan in Vancouver)
3:30 pm
Dodson Room (IK Barber Learning Centre)
Tuesday, March 29, 2016
Queer Transfigurations in Postwar Japanese Popular Culture: Manga, Anime, Games
9:00 am  6:00 pm
Asian Centre Auditorium
Thursday, March 31, 2016
Rethinking Copyright for the Digital Age: An Example of Japanese Copyright Law with Yoshiyuki
Tamura (Hokkaido University)
12:30 pm  1:30 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Thursday, April 7, 2016
The (Non) Strategic Thinking of Japan’s Decisionmakers for World War II with Richard
Smethurst (University of Pittsburgh)
4:00 pm  5:30 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Friday, April 8, 2016
What Would Aristotle Think? A Japanese Production of the Greek Tragedy Medea withMae
Smethurst (University of Pittsburgh)
4:00 pm  5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre

OffCampus Events
Monday, March 7, 2016
Explaining the Growth of Korean Webtoons
12:30 pm  2:00 pm
APF Canada's Vancouver Office, #900  675 West Hastings Street, Vancouver
Monday, March 7, 2016
The World of Japanese Woodblock Printing
7:00 pm  9:00 pm
Room 2270 (2nd floor), 555 West Hastings Street, Vancouver
Thursday, March 10, 2016
Chinese Dance with the Lorita Leung Dance Company
12:00 pm
Scotiabank Dance Centre, 677 Davie St (at Granville), Vancouver
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Monday, March 14 26, 2016
Exclusive First Screening of 'Only Yesterday'  Studio Ghibli Film never before released in North
America
Vancity Theatre, 1181 Seymour St, Vancouver, BC

Translating Korean Webtoons: An Interview with Bruce
and JuChan Fulton
Originally published in the Asia Pacific Memo on February 21st, 2016.
Yoon Taeho’s Moss has the good fortune to be
translated by Bruce and JuChan Fulton, an
awardwinning team widely acclaimed for their
many translations of modern and contemporary
Korean literature. The APM’s editor HyungGu
Lynn sat down virtually with Bruce and JuChan
Fulton to ask some questions about the process
of translating Moss – currently serialized in
English on Huffington Post.
HYUNGGU LYNN (HGL): HOW DID YOU
BECOME INVOLVED IN TRANSLATING
WEBTOONS, OR MORE SPECIFICALLY,
MOSS?
Bruce and JuChan Fulton (BJCF): In our
translation work we’re always on the lookout for
ways to engage a broader audience with Korean
literature, and Bruce’s teaching at UBC explores
potential intertextual and intermedial links with
Korean popular culture (Hallyu). For example, he
uses Park Jiyoon’s S?nginshik (Comingofage ceremony) music video in his modern Korean
literature survey course.
In the fall of 2009 Bruce met Yoon Taeho at UBC and he gave us a copy of Moss. We liked the
plot and were fascinated by the images, especially Yoon’s drawing of eye movements. We saw in
the story an allegory of abuse of power during the period of military dictatorship in the ROK, and
Bruce thought it might prove useful in his teaching. So we obtained permission to translate one
episode for trial use in class, and afterward Bruce canvassed his students and obtained an
overwhelmingly positive response. So back we went to Yoon and his company and obtained
permission to translate the entire five volumes for educational use.
Further, Yoon had virtually nothing in English translation, despite his considerable output over
the previous two decades. That he remained virtually unknown in the Englishspeaking world
reinforced in our minds the desirability of introducing him through a highquality translation of
one of his most important works.
And then last year, a further stroke of good luck. A Korean company, Rolling Story, packaged that
work and some two dozen others and proposed them to the Huffington Post. Huffington Post
accepted half a dozen works for serialization, including our translation of Moss. At the moment,
about half of Moss has appeared, with a new installment published every Monday.
Read the full interview on the Asia Pacific Memo's website >>

An Interview with Canada's Ambassador to Korea, Eric
Walsh
Ambassador Walsh has been serving as Ambassador of Canada to the Republic of Korea since
February 12, 2015. Walsh was recently in Vancouver and was kind enough to grant UBC Asian
Studies an interview. We talk about his start in global affairs, the responsibilities of an
Ambassador and advice for students hoping to work and live in South Korea. Hopefully Asian
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=773304&q=0&qz=e1218a
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Studies will be able to invite Ambassador Walsh onto campus to talk to students during his next
stop in Vancouver.
How did you start your career in Canadian Global Affairs?
I was always interested in international relations and foreign policy, as
far back as I can remember. As an undergrad just after the fall of the
Berlin Wall, I focused my study on what we then called “PostSoviet
politics”. After third year I applied to the Student Work Abroad
Program to spend a summer in Poland. That was the first time I
visited a Canadian Embassy and realized it could be a career possibility.
I was fortunate enough to be successful a subsequent recruitment
exercise after returning to Canada, and so a couple of years after that
first summer abroad, I walked through the front door of the Pearson
Building in Ottawa as a fullyfledged Foreign Service Officer.
What are your major responsibilities as the Canadian
Ambassador to the Republic of Korea?
Actually people often ask me this, and it’s really difficult to sum up concisely. Ultimately it’s to
ensure that Canadian interests and values are being promoted and protected. The three largest
sections of the Embassy in Korea deal with foreign policy; trade and investment; and
consular/administration issues, so that takes up most of my days. It’s more than just bilateral
CanadaKorea matters though. We work together with Korea on issues such as the global
economy, international peace and security, and environment/climate change. There’s also
organizing visits of federal and provincial delegations from Canada, connecting with the local
Canadian community – helped greatly by an active Canadian Chamber of Commerce – and of
course making sure the Embassy itself is fully staffed with intelligent, dynamic and motivated
individuals! If anyone is really interested I recommend they follow the Embassy Twitter or
Instagram feeds, or “like” us on Facebook, to keep up with what we’re doing on a realtime basis.
How are Canadians currently engaged with Korea? Is this a growing relationship?
What are the major challenges that need to be overcome?
It’s definitely growing. Canada hosts the fourthlargest Korean community outside of Korea, and
Koreans are the third largest group of foreign students in Canada, so there’s a great deal of
interest in both directions. Our two countries launched a Strategic Partnership in 2014 and the
CanadaKorea Free Trade Agreement – Canada’s first in Asia – came into force on January 1
2015. This led to significantly increased economic contacts between Canada and Korea in 2015,
despite the global downturn; most notably a doubledigit percentage increase in Korean visitors
to Canada. I’m consistently amazed to find out how many connections there are between our
two countries. For example, as we get ready for the 2018 Pyeongchang Games, the coaches of
Korea’s men’s and women’s hockey teams are both Canadian. The challenge, if anything, is
complacency: with few acute issues requiring highlevel attention, Koreans tend to focus more
on the U.S. when they look across the Pacific while Canadians can often look past Korea to
China. But I think this can also be an advantage, as there’s a lot of tips Canada and Korea can
share with each other about living next to such large neighbours.
Are there are opportunities for young graduates to work in Korea?
Yes, although in most spheres some ability in the Korean language is required. Having said that,
the demand for English remains insatiable, and at any given time literally thousands of
Canadians are here as language teachers. It’s a great way to see the country and also polish up
your local language skills if you decide you want to stay longer. There’s also a one year working
holiday visa available for Canadians under 30 which offers a great deal of flexibility – you can get
more info at whic.mofa.go.kr. And there are lots of exchange programs available at Korean
universities for students in Canada who would like to spend part of their degree studying abroad.
Do you think Asia Competency is important for Canada? Why?
I guess every UBC student will know why! Asia is increasingly the gravitational centre of the
global economy, and Canada is a Pacific nation, so the better we understand Asia the better we’ll
be able to reap the benefits of our geopolitical situation. What’s clear to me is that we need to be
proactive on this; Canada is generally viewed positively but Asia is hardly waiting around for us to
engage! We need more people developing skills, linkages, and Asia expertise of all kinds in
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=773304&q=0&qz=e1218a
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Canada. Having said that, Asia is vast, and understanding the politics, language and culture of
one area may not help much in other parts of the continent. So we also have to make sure that
when we talk about developing Asia competencies we are adequately covering all parts of Asia,
and know how they all fit together and where Canada belongs in the equation.
What advice do you have for Asian Studies students who want to work for Global
Affairs Canada and/or Canadian companies abroad?
Advice is hard because each individual situation can be different, but my best effort is: always
keep looking for opportunities, since you never know when they’ll appear. The Government of
Canada does regular student recruitment – details at jobs.gc.ca – including directly for the
Foreign Service from time to time. To maximize your chances, experience living abroad, whether
working, travelling or studying, can also be important since the expat lifestyle isn’t for everyone
and employers will want to know this is something you’re comfortable doing. I’d also say that the
more languages you can speak, the better. Recruiters are interested in people with the right
experience and professional qualifications, but if you are also bringing relevant linguistic skills as
part of the package, that can be a huge advantage.

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it might be featured in the next Update coming out in January!

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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