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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Summer Semester is Starting!
The new semester is starting on May 13th. Are you still looking for a course to take? Why not
learn a new language or delve into the rich History of South Asia?
Among other courses, seats are still available for:

PERS 100: Basic Persian I
Basic vocabulary and the fundamentals of modern Persian grammar, structure, and
pronunciation, as well as reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
And a brand new course is being offered:

ASIA 390: History of the Indian Ocean World
Societies and empires shaped by voyages of exploration, religious pilgrimages, trading
diasporas and forced migration in the world of the Indian Ocean.

Spring Graduation
Congratulations to our Majors graduating this month! We could not be prouder. We will be
inviting the graduates and their families to join faculty and staff for refreshments
and celebratory cake. The event will be held at 1 pm in the Asian Centre before the ceremony on
May 22 nd. Formal invitations will be sent to students shortly.
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Faculty News
April is awards season and we are pleased to see that our faculty members have been recognized
for their efforts.
Congratulations to Professor Jerry Schmidt on his recent $92,585 SSHRC grant for his project
entitled “Classic poets of Shanghai (17001940) and the Rise of Chinese Modernity“ and to Anne
Murphy for her $39,808 Hampton Research Grant for her project entitled “Performing the
Komagata Maru: Theatre and the Work of Memory“.
On an equally exciting note, Professor Stefania Burk was awarded the Killam Teaching
prize! Every year, a select number of UBC undergraduate and graduate instructors are honored
for their teaching excellence with this prestigious award. Congratulations to Professor Burk on
her achievement.

New Work Study Students
The main office will be having two work study students this summer. We are glad to welcome
back Lyndsay Bocchinfuso and a new Work Study student, Kayla Black, both of whom are Asian
Studies Majors.
Stephanie and Oliver will continue working in our main office into the summer. Stephanie is
currently working on the Department’s sustainability initiative and developing new opportunities
with Go Global, while Oliver has been implementing new features to our department website and
assisting with our communications and events.
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An Exciting Time for our Administrations Team!
Administrator Maija Norman is getting ready to have her second baby! Maija will be planning to
go on maternity leave in early September. Congratulations Maija!
Julia Lovely, our Communications and Events Coordinator, has recently returned from her
wedding tour. Congratulations Julia. We wish you and David a happy marriage!

New Swag
We are excited to announce that we have new Asian Studies merchandise! Go to the beach with
our new Asian Studies sport totes, enjoy a relaxing cup of tea in our Asian Studies Mug infusers,
or be environmentally friendly with our environmentally sustainable USB keys and pens. Can't
Choose? Get everything!
To view our full selection of merchandise go here.
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New Alumni Section on our Website
In order to keep in touch with our alumni community we have implemented a new Alumni
Section to our website. Ever wonder about the graduates that go abroad and start successful
careers? Asian Studies has been hunting them down to get their stories. Find out what Basil
Tonks has been doing in Yokohama, what Dean Robinson has been up to in Hong Kong, or what
has kept Richard N. Liu in Beijing for the last 20 years.
For more Alumni interviews go here.

Professor Barrie Morrison, A Tribute by Professor Peter
Harnetty
The unexpected sad news of Barrie Morrison’s passing away was a shock. I have known him
since he joined the department in 1966, now nearly 50 years ago. In those more expansive
days we were given an appointment in Ancient Indian History and were fortunate to find a well
qualified Canadian in this field. He joined us from the Burke Museum in Seattle where he spent
a year after receiving his Ph.D in South Asian Studies from the University of Chicago. In his first
year, he joined me, Michael Ames (Anthropology, also from Chicago), and Joe Richardson
(Religious Studies) in teaching the introductory course on South Asian Civilizations (Asia
115,which was based on the similar course at Chicago) and he continued to teach it with me and
other colleagues until 1972. During these early years at UBC his dissertation was published in
the prestigious monograph series of the Association for Asian Studies as “Political Centers and
Cultural Regions in Early Bengal (1970). A spinoff of this study – “Lalmai, A Cultura; Center of
Early Bengal: An Archeological Report and Historical Analysis” – was published by the University
of Washington Press in 1974. He then changed course radically and switched his attention to
contemporary South Asia, particularly Sri Lanka, and he published or edited a number of books
dealing with social change in the village, the technology of rice cultivation, and the management
of water resources in that part of the world.
Morrison was also active as a teacher, particularly of graduate students. In fact, one of the
current members of our department, Francesca Harlow, completed her M.A. under his direction
before continuing to Toronto. He also became Director of the Institute of Asian Research in which
capacity he served a fiveyear term. After his retirement in 1991 he continued as an Honorary
Professor in the Institute for many years during which time he was most noted for a continuing
seminar on Globalization which he directed.
Barrie was a devoted teacher, dedicated scholar, and good friend. He will be sorely missed by all
who knew him.
In case any colleagues/students who had the privilege to work with Professor Morrison and would
like to share their memories of him with us, please write to Harjot Oberoi. We will post these on
the Department’s web site.

Opportunities:
Asian Studies Alumnus is looking for a partner in Hong
Kong Venture
Tony Tsang is looking to hire an IB English/GCSE English Literature/SAT Tutor (parttime to full
time) for his company in Hong Kong. The school is expected to open in June or July. The role will
act like a partner to Tony as he/she will also take part in active management of the startup
school.

Government of Japan Mext Research Student
Scholarship: Applications Now Available
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) of the Government of
Japan is currently accepting applications for its 2014 Research Student for foreign students who
wish to study at Japanese universities. Application guides and forms are available on the
Consulate General of Japan’s website:
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=444494&q=0&qz=ea9934
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http://www.vancouver.ca.embjapan.go.jp/en/culture/mext.htm
Deadline for the 2014 scholarship year: May 17, 2013.

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email to
oliver.mann@ubc.ca
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