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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The Hanmun and Kanbun Workshops at UBC
This month, May 2013, the Department of Asian Studies hosted two reading workshops on
hanmun and kanbun materials. The hanmun reading workshop, taught by Professor Sim
Kyungho, focused on selected readings from a range of different genres by Yi Kyubo (1168
1241), read in conjunction with the English translations of Canadian missionary to Korea, James
Scarth Gale (18631937). The kanbun reading workshop, taught by Professor Fukuda
Takeshi, focused on premodern dictionaries and commentaries. Students gained practice in using
a range of Japanese and Chinese dictionaries and in tracing the sources used by scholars and
authors from the Heian period to the present.

Professor Sim (left) and Professor Fukuda (right) were excited to each
receive a gift bag of our new Asian Studies swag
The reading workshops were supported by a fiveyear grant from the Academy of Korean Studies
and made possible through the organizational work of postdoctoral fellow Sinae Park. Participants
included graduate students, visiting scholars, visiting graduate students, and faculty members.
We look forward to hosting annual workshops over the remaining three years.
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more information and photos>>

All Faculty and Staff are Invited to Tomorrow's
Graduation Reception
A reminder to all faculty and staff that they are invited to the graduation reception this
Wednesday, May 22nd, at 1 p.m. in the Asian Centre's Foyer. Join us for some cake and
refreshments and help us congratulate our new graduates for all the hard work they have put
towards their degrees.

Professor Joshua Mostow to Hold Keynote Speech for
International Workshop in Jerusalem
The workshop "Passages: Continuity and Change in Edo Art Works" brings together scholars
from around the world, whose work contributed to new modes of interpretation,
contextualization, and understanding of Japanese arts. The keynote speaker, Joshua Mostow of
the University of British Columbia, is a leading scholar of Japanese classical poetry and its visual
interpretations throughout history. Other panels also concentrate on the role of literary, religious,
and scholarly texts as means for interpreting the changing iconography of paintings and
illustrated books. These include scholars from leading institutions from Japan, USA, Austria,
England, Russia, and the Netherlands. The workshop will be held in cooperation with the Tikotin
Museum of Japanese Arts (Haifa), and the Israel Museum (Jerusalem).
more information on Prof. Mostow's speech >>

The Moat has Been Filled!
The Asian Centre has been surrounded by a beautiful pool of water just in time for graduation.
Come check out this rare occurrence.
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Professor Jessica Main is Organizing a Conference on
Buddhism for the End of May
UBC’s Buddhism and Contemporary Society Program, funded by The Tung Lin Kok Yuen Canada
Foundation, is hosting a conference, “The Pure Land in Buddhist Cultures” at the University of
British Columbia campus from Friday, May 31 to Sunday, June 2, 2013. Everyone is welcome to
attend!
This year’s keynote speakers will be Dr. Georgios Halkias (Oxford University) and Dr. Masahiro
Shimoda (The University of Tokyo). Their lectures, taking place on Friday, May 31 and Saturday,
June 1 respectively, will be free and open to the public.
more information >>

Professor Anne Murphy has Invited the Mishras for an
Evening of Sitar Music.
The event will be held June 7th at 7:30 pm in the Asian Centre Auditorium. Admission is by
donation.
From their home city of Benares, an ancient spiritual centre of traditional music and Hindu
culture, “The Mishras” are bringing classical North Indian Ragas and meditative music to the
world audience, gifting the audience with a fabulous performance and a spiritual experience. Join
this father (Pandit Shivnath Mishra ) and son (Deobrat Mishra) duet of two of the world’s finest
Sitar Artist and Prashant Mishra on Tabla grandson of Pandit Shivnath Mishra as they inspire one
another to new levels of loving interplay.
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more information >>

Generation One @ the Asian Centre Auditorium May
20th 27th
ASIAN CENTRE AUDITORIUM Gallery Hours: 10:00am – 6:00pm Monday to Sunday. Free
admission; 1871 West Mall V6T 1Z2 (Click here to see map)
A special purpose of this year’s art exhibition is to put the spotlight on local young artists and
established masters who are either homegrown firstgeneration AsianCanadians or new
immigrants. In order to nurture and support young local talents, Generation One Art
Exhibition together with UBC Art History and Visual Art Department (AHVA) will copresent this
weeklong exhibition at the Asian Centre Auditorium from May 20 to 27, 2013.
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more information >>

PhD Student, Asato Ikeda, Wins the Governor General's
Gold Medal (Supervised by Professor Mostow)
Congratulations to Asato Ikeda for winning the Governor General's Gold Medal! A gold medal is
awarded to the graduate student who has achieved the most outstanding academic record in the
graduating class for the Doctoral degree. A second gold medal is awarded to the graduate student
who has achieved most outstanding academic record in the graduating class for the master’s
degree with thesis. This is an opportunity to honour the best in the graduating class within the
Faculty of Graduate Studies, as there is only one award for approximately 1,000 master’s
graduates and one award for more than 300 Doctoral graduates. Medals are presented on behalf
of the Governor General of Canada by participating educational institutions, along with a
personalized certificate signed by the Governor General. There is no monetary award associated
with the medals.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=450346&q=0&qz=5f3ed6
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Interview with Asian Studies Alumna Paula
Bennett, First Secretary for the Embassy of Canada in
Beijing

Paula Bennett, Ba '73 (Asian Studies)
Please tell us a bit about yourself. Where do you live? What are you currently doing?
Since September 2011 I have been working in the visa section of the Canadian Embassy in
Beijing. I am responsible for our risk assessment unit that deals with fraud in the visa program
as well as our quality assurance program.
Did you always know you wanted to work in public service? What was your career
path like to get there? Did you have formal education or training?
I have been working since April 1973 for various departments related to Immigration. I was
hired while still a student at UBC so I never really got the chance to decide what I wanted to do
after graduation. I was studying Japanese and doing my Honours thesis when Mr. Gonnami in
the AsianStudies library told me about a job advertised in the local Japanese paper. The
requirement was for someone who spoke Japanese and French to work for Immigration at
Vancouver Airport. It was the Department of Manpower and Immigration at the time. I applied
and got the job and started working on the 16th of April. I have never looked back.
How did you start working abroad?
My first overseas assignment was in April 1975 when I was sent to Hong Kong to interview
Vietnamese boat people. That was all it took for me to want to continue working abroad
whenever I could. I had a second assignment in Manila, Philippines the following year. Both of
these were short assignments after which I returned to work in Vancouver.
In 1993 I took my family to Kenya for a three year assignment in Nairobi, where we stayed until
1996. I travelled to many places in Africa from Eritrea to South Africa.
Since then I have worked in Washington, DC, Singapore, Tokyo and now Beijing. Of course,
Tokyo was my dream assignment where I felt so at home. As part of my Japanese studies I had
spent two years in Japan.
How is working and living abroad as a foreigner?
Living abroad makes one grateful for how good we have it in Canada. It also gives us the
wonderful opportunity to see the world and to experience other rich cultures. Being a
representative for Immigration can be incredibly rewarding.
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Pros: travel, learn languages, making many friends from all over the world and sometimes re
connecting on subsequent assignments, it was enriching for my children who were with me in
Kenya.
Cons: missing family, being far away when there are family emergencies, not having family close
when you have an emergency, security in some countries is an issue and pollution is a concern
in China.
Any Advice for other alumni who hope to go abroad?
I guess my best advice is to be openminded and don’t go abroad hoping or expecting it to be like
home. If that is what you want, stay home. Living abroad can be incredibly enriching.
What is one of your funniest or awkward mistakes as a foreigner?
I have had lots of fun abroad. Hard to think of any one incident but when in Japan travelling with
Japanese friends, if I ask a person on the street a question in Japanese, the person will always
respond to my friend rather than to me. This is only odd if you know how colloquial my Japanese
is!
For more alumni interviews >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email to
oliver.mann@ubc.ca
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