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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Featured Course: ASIA 339  The Construction of South
Asian Communities in the Diaspora
Still looking for an upperlevel Asian Studies course for the summer term?

In our hyperglobalized world diasporic communities have emerged as key players in
transnational politics, cinema, economy, popculture and debates around multiculturalism.
Traditionally, the study of the diaspora was monopolized by geographers, sociologists and
anthropologists. Increasingly scholars working in the field of Asian Studies have taken a lead in
researching diasporic communities given that some of the most influential diasporas in our
contemporary world emerged out of Asia. For instance, the South Asian diaspora numbers
around 24 million people. If this diaspora turned into a nation it would be larger than countries
like Sweden, Switzerland and Denmark. Based on the key role of the South Asian diaspora in
global history, this course seeks to examine various communities constituting this
complex diaspora through two key strategies: the slowreading of a literary work and
the interventions of diasporic cinematic culture. Key themes of interest: kinship and family life,
intergenerational differences, notions of space, cultural flows and communal memory.
Please note: There is NO PREREQUISITE for this course (even though it says so on
the Student Service Centre).
Register for ASIA 339 here>>

An Evening with Professor MohammadJa'far Yahaghi on
the Role of Ferdowsi in the Formation of the Iranian
National Identity
The Shahnameh, or Persian “Book of Kings,” is a monumental epic of more than 50,000 verses
of poetry, completed in 1010 CE by the Persian poet Ferdowsi. It is one of the most important
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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products of the Persian literary tradition, which recounts the history of Iran from the creation of
the world and the reign of the first king on earth, to the Arab conquest of Iran and the fall of the
Sasanian dynasty (651 CE). As a literary work deeply rooted in ancient Iranian traditions, but
inevitably affected by the social, religious, and political circumstances of its own time, the
Shahnameh is a complex work, which provides insights into various aspects of Persian culture
and civilization. In this lecture, Dr. Yahaghi will talk about the role of Ferdowsi and his
Shahnameh in the formation of the Iranian national identity.

Friday, May 8, 2015
6:30  9:00pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
event details >>

Recap: 2015 Asian Studies Graduate Conference
On Saturday, April 11, 2015, graduate students and faculty got together to hold the fourth
annual Asian Studies Graduate Conference. After an opening address by graduate advisor Dr.
Stefania Burk, the day began with a talk by Dr. Anne Murphy on the Punjabilanguage author
Zubair Ahmed and the differing receptions of Punjabilanguage fiction in Pakistan and India. The
first panel of the day featured Minoru Takano, Yinzong Wei, Jiseo Kim, who discussed their
respective projects on premodern China. This was followed by a panel on premodern Japanese
literature, with Kim McNelly, Elsa Chanez, and Haley Blum. For the third panel of the day, the
focus shifted to Korea and also back to India, with presentations by Eunseon Kim, Barbara Wall,
and Ranbir Johal. In the afternoon, two final panels further demonstrated the diversity of
research in the department, touching on Japanese anime and religion, vernacular Chinese
literature and theatre, modern psychological readings of Confucianism, and Chinese comics, with
presentations by Yuki Ohsawa, Casey Collins, Meng Wu, Jiaqi Yao, Robin Curtis, and Nick
Stember.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Nick Stember
Dr. Ross King brought the event to close with an entertaining talk introducing the translator
and missionary James Scarth Gale and his work for the Christian Literature Society in Korea in
the 1920s. Throughout the day, the organizers of the conference were greatly impressed not
only by the quality and depth of research being presented, but also by the willingness of the
audience to ask difficult and thoughtprovoking questions. It is our hope that future graduate
conferences organized by the department will be equally wellattended and productive!

Barbara Wall
More pictures >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Spring Cleaning: Pick up an Asian Studies Letterman
Jacket before they're all gone!
The school year is rapidly coming to an end and so is our stock of Asian Studies letterman
jackets! Our jackets feature a blue boiled wool body with sturdy white sleeves and our
Department logo on the front, back, and sleeve. They're lined with a thick quilting that should
keep you warm wherever you aremaking them perfect for fall and winter. Stay comfortable
and represent UBC Asian Studies wherever you go!
For those of you who have been inquiring about Asian Studies jackets, this is your chance to get
your hands on one! We currently have no known plan to make another order in the future, so
this could be your last chance for a long time!
The sizes we have left are as follows: 1x small, 2x medium, 1 large, and 2 extra large. Please
note that the jackets use unisex sizing. Since it's the end of the school year, we'll be letting
these jackets go for $60. Come by the office before they're all gone!

Dr. Nosco has returned from Japan!
Dr. Peter Nosco has returned to UBC after a yearlong sabbatical in Japan. We caught up with
him and asked him some questions about his experiences:
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Dr. Nosco with characters from Gegege no Kitaro, a Japanese manga and anime
1. Where did you go?
I’ve been at ICU (International Christian University) on the outskirts of Tokyo in Mitaka, living in
a kind of “dormitory for visiting professors” on the ICU campus. The campus is a parklike
environment a twentyminute train ride away from Shinjuku Station, the world’s busiest. My
affiliation at ICU has been that of a visiting researcher, and so my most basic “job” has been to
read and write.
2. What did you do?
I’ve been working mostly on two booklength projects, one of which is an edited volume that
grows out of the symposium we hosted here in August 2013; and the other of which is a
monograph that represents a companion to the edited volume. The main themes of these books
concern Japan’s Tokugawaperiod social history and include explorations of values as practiced
and as they change over time; the construction of identity, both individual and collective; the
evidence of high levels of individuality; and a littlerecognized emergence of equality as a
hallmark of modernity.
3. What did you learn?
What I learned is how much perspectives have changed over the last halfcentury regarding how
the Tokugawa period is to be understood relative to Meiji modernity—this has been humbling, to
say the least, but also energizing. I also had the opportunity to test out my findings before
academic audiences at Tokyo University, Keio University, and of course ICU.
4. What will you do next?
Sometime in the next eighteen months I expect to seethroughtocompletion the publication of
these books, and to offer a graduate seminar at UBC on the distilled consequences of my
research. Most likely even before then I expect to incorporate my more significant research
findings into my undergraduate courses. This is an especially satisfying dimension of my work:
showing students as well as colleagues how to see “familiar” material in unfamiliar ways.
Dr. Nosco's partner and good friend of the Department, Carellin Brooks, has also been busy over
the last year. Her novel, One Hundred Days of Rain, was released last month and will be having a
book launch on April 30 th. Everyone is invited!
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Thursday, April 30th, 2015
7:00 pm
PulpFiction Books, 2422 Main Street, Vancouver

Cantonese Worlds: TwoDay Workshop
Cantonese Worlds is a twoday workshop that aims to begin an important conversation about
how to make sense of the transformations of the last 50 years. In gathering leading scholars and
observers to lay out an initial set of workshop themes for discussion, this pilot process will help
create guiding questions that will shape the next few years of research, outreach, and public
education. Initial themes might include, for instance, the role of the Cantonese language
historically in shaping linkages between Hong Kong and Canada, or how the resurgence of
Cantonese popular culture and music has been a formative element in youth identities. We
invite all those interested in examining the last half century of crosscurrents between Hong Kong
and Canada to participate in this important undertaking.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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May 14  15, 2015
St. John's College, 2111 Lower Mall
details and registration >>

Concert: Wu Man and the Shanghai Quartet
The uniquely Chinese sound of the pipa meets with that of a western string quartet as Wu Man
and the Shanghai Quartet come together for a memorable evening entitled A Night in Ancient
and New China. Enter the promo code ‘PIPA’ to access $10 off concert tickets when purchasing
online. Click here for more information.
$15 student rush tickets are also available for this performance.
Visit chancentre.com/students for more details.

Saturday, May 9th, 2015
8:00 pm
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre, 6265 Crescent Road

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, April 14th, 2015
Searching for the Chinese Model: Renminbi's Internationalization and Law and Economic
Development
12:30  2:00 pm
Room 335, Allard Hall, 1822 East Mall
Friday, April 17th, 2015
Envisioning the City: Urban Cartography in Early Modern China
2:00  4:00 pm
Room 1197, Buchanan Tower, 1873 East Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Monday, April 20th, 2015
BoshibariTired to a Stick
7:00  8:30 pm
Chilcotin Room, Room 256, Irving K. Barber Learning Centre, 1961 East Mall
Tuesday, April 21st, 2015
Social Movements and the Political Polarization of South Korea and Taiwan
12:00  1:30
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall

OffCampus Events
Saturday, April 18th, 2015
Celebrate Spring 2015
11:00  4:00 pm
Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Centre, 6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby
Sunday, April 19th, 2015
20142015 Chinese Recital Contest
1:00  3:00 pm
David Lam Hall, 50 East Pender Street, Vancouver
Thursday, April 30th, 2015
Hindu Nationalism in Action: The Bharatiya Janata Party and Indian Politics
5:30 pm
Room 7000, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver

Student Opportunities
URGENT Teaching job at Qinghai Normal University, Xining: QNU is looking for a qualified
applicant to take the Volunteers in Asia fellowship post for the 201516 school year. Contrary to
what the name may suggest, this is a paid position. Those interested should contact Rose
Hyson or visit the Volunteers in Asia website.
Kyoto City and The Consortium of Universities in Kyoto are pleased to announce our recently
launched study tour program, called "Kyoto Study Program  from Anime to Zen". This is a non
degree 2week program offering students an excellent introduction to Japanese society and
culture.
The Schwarzman Scholarship is a highly selective international scholarship program designed to
prepare future leaders for success in a world where China plays a key global role. It gives the
best and brightest students from around the world the opportunity to develop their leadership
skills through a fullyfunded oneyear Master’s Degree at Tsinghua University in Beijing

Alumni Spotlight: Micki Cowan
Micki Cowan, BA 2011, pursued a career in journalism after graduating with
a degree with honours in Asian Studies and a minor in International
Relations. Last summer she spent two months around Shanghai gathering
footage, interviews and doing research for a documentary that will be
coming out this April called “Dying to Breathe” regarding air pollution in
China.
How did you get your first job after graduating?
I worked at the student newspaper, the Ubyssey, as an undergraduate
student. That helped land me an internship and then a job at CTV
Vancouver as an online reporter, where I worked for a year before going to
journalism school as a graduate student.
How has an Asian Studies degree helped you in your endeavors?

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=674790&q=0&qz=00cb2d
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Knowing Japanese and having a solid foundation in the histories and languages of Asia has given
me a definite advantage in my field. In journalism, specialization is key. My Asian Studies
background gave me an expertise in an area that is often neglected by Canadian media. This
gave me a unique chance to write stories that matter to me.
This past summer I was able to use my knowledge of China to get a research grant to produce a
documentary on air pollution. I spent two months around Shanghai gathering footage,
interviews and doing research. Without my studies of the region, this kind of endeavor would
never be possible. My documentary comes out this April and is called “Dying to Breathe.” I’d
say that makes my undergraduate degree in Asian Studies pretty worthwhile.
Are there any opportunities in your field?
There are a ton of opportunities if you know where to look and are passionate. I’ve been
fortunate enough to freelance for the Vancouver Courier newspaper, work for CTV Vancouver, the
Canadian University Press and CBC Toronto. These opportunities came from simply loving what I
do and pursuing it ardently.
What can students/recent graduates do to get a foot in your industry?
If you want to start working as a journalist right away, it’s best to start freelancing for
publications or do internships at local media organizations. That way you will be able to show off
your skills and make sure the people who do the hiring know who you are.
The other alternative is to go to journalism school, which I did. UBC, Ryerson and Carleton
University all have fantastic Master of Journalism degree programs. I am just graduating from
Carleton in Ottawa and already have my dream job lined up for the summer. I’ll be working at
CBC News in Toronto as an editorial assistant through the Joan Donaldson scholarship program.
For me, journalism school was an amazing way to get access to those prestigious positions.
In your field what does a typical entry level position entail?
It varies a lot depending on your specialization (print, online, TV or radio). Whatever you choose,
you’ll be expected to come up with story ideas, actively follow the news and be a strong writer. If
you don’t know how to write, visit the Ubyssey on campus. They teach you (for free!) how to
write in newspaper style.
Do you have any other advice that you would like to impart to students/recent
graduates?
Follow your heart. You’ll never be happy unless you enjoy what you do. If you are interested in
journalism, start volunteering and writing now. Gaining experience is the only way to become a
good journalist.
Can you recommend your favourite location in your region?
I focused on Japan and can definitely say I love Shibuya in Tokyo. I’ve never seen a
neighbourhood that is so alive with fantastic foods (try Ichiran Ramen) and a wonderful nightlife.
If you’re a fan of coffee and in the neighbourhood, try Omotesando Coffee. It’s delightfully small
with a beautiful Japanese garden out front. The shop beautifully marries the Japanese ideals of
simplicity and dedication to produce an amazing iced coffee. Plus, it’s tucked away in a residential
neighbourhood, so finding it is like discovering buried treasure.
What is one of your funniest or most memorable moments abroad?
I was travelling in Shanghai this past summer and took a break from my research to do a tour.
My tour group was visiting the Bund, which is the city’s famous waterfront. I’ve never been
anywhere so crowded. Suddenly, a grandmother taps me on the shoulder. “Jiao pian?” she said,
holding up her camera. I agreed to the picture and flashed my finest smile. That prompted an
immediate reaction from the crowd who all grabbed their cameras and flooded over to my tour
group. We spent the next thirty minutes striking poses and enjoying the spotlight. I’ll always
remember my moment of fame, and the smile on that grandmother’s face.
Follow me on Twitter @mickicowan
more alumni spotlight interviews >>
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We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.

Follow Asian Studies:
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