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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The Update will be Taking a (Summer) Vacation!
The Asian Studies Update will be on a break after this issue until September! We would like to
thank all of you who read, contributed to, or gave feedback on this year's issues of the Update.
The Department of Asian Studies sincerely wishes that all of you have a fantastic summer. We'll
see you soon!

Work in Games! BANDAI NAMCO Information Session
The Asian Studies Department is delighted to be hosting an information session by video game
industry giant Bandai Namco, the company behind PacMan, Tekken, Katamari Damacy, Tekken,
and many more hit games! Be sure to come to the Asian Centre to find out about careers in
gaming!

Tuesday, May 19th, 2015
3:00  4:30 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

"Garbage Truck," by Jae Kyung Lee
Students interested in boosting their final grade while sharpening their creative writing skills
need look no further than Bruce Fulton's Korean literature courses (ASIA 347, ASIA 357, ASIA
447, ASIA 42, ASIA 457). In each course students may earn an extra 4 or 5 points on top of
their final course grade by submitting a short story or a selection of poetry. Submissions so far
have been eyeopening, and it may not be long before enrollees in Korean language and
literature courses begin finding their way into print for their creative writing as well as their
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e

1/8

11/30/2016

The Update  April 28th

KoreantoEnglish literary translations (about which, keep tuned for a future ASIAN EDGE
feature).
Jae Kyung Lee's story "Garbage Truck," submitted for extra credit for ASIA 357, like other
creative writing submissions for this course, is linked in some way to themes covered in the
course. "Garbage Truck" touches on the theme of trauma, increasingly in evidence in
contemporary Korean fiction, describing how a random, seemingly trivial encounter embeds itself
in the psyche of a young woman to become an increasingly intrusive presencea classic
symptom of trauma.
Read Jae's story here>>

Film Screening: Zinda Bhaag
On Wednesday, April 29th, the South Asian Film Education Society (SAFES) will be screening
Zinda Bhaag at the Asian Centre Auditorium. Zinda Bhaag, directed by Meenu Gaur and Farjad
Nabi, is a film about three young men trying to escape the reality of their everyday lives and
succeeding in ways they had least expected. In a nondescript neighbourhood of Lahore, three
friends are desperate to get onto the fast track to success. Khaldi, Taambi, and Chitta, all in their
early twenties, believe that the only way out is to the West. The journey that unfolds gives us a
sense of what constitutes the everyday in the lives of many young men and women in Pakistan
 a sense of entitlement that cannot be fulfilled, desperation to somehow prove themselves, and
dissatisfaction from which they feel there is no escape.

Wednesday, April 29th, 2015
5:00 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

Featured Course: ASIA 339  The Construction of South
Asian Communities in the Diaspora
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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Still looking for an upperlevel Asian Studies course for the summer term?

In our hyperglobalized world, diasporic communities have emerged as key players in
transnational politics, cinema, economy, popculture and debates around multiculturalism.
Traditionally, the study of diaspora was monopolized by geographers, sociologists and
anthropologists. Increasingly scholars working in the field of Asian Studies have taken a lead in
researching diasporic communities given that some of the most influential diasporas in our
contemporary world emerged out of Asia. For instance, the South Asian diaspora numbers
around 24 million people. If this diaspora turned into a nation it would be larger than countries
like Sweden, Switzerland and Denmark. Based on the key role of the South Asian diaspora in
global history, this course seeks to examine various communities constituting this
complex diaspora through two key strategies: the slowreading of a literary work and
the interventions of diasporic cinematic culture. Key themes of interest: kinship and family life,
intergenerational differences, notions of space, cultural flows and communal memory.
Please note: There is NO PREREQUISITE for this course (even though it says so on
the Student Service Centre).
Register for ASIA 339 here>>

An Evening with Professor MohammadJa'far Yahaghi on
the Role of Ferdowsi in the Formation of the Iranian
National Identity
The Shahnameh, or Persian “Book of Kings,” is a monumental epic of more than 50,000 verses
of poetry, completed in 1010 CE by the Persian poet Ferdowsi. It is one of the most important
products of the Persian literary tradition, which recounts the history of Iran from the creation of
the world and the reign of the first king on earth, to the Arab conquest of Iran and the fall of the
Sasanian dynasty (651 CE). As a literary work deeply rooted in ancient Iranian traditions, but
inevitably affected by the social, religious, and political circumstances of its own time, the
Shahnameh is a complex work, which provides insights into various aspects of Persian culture
and civilization. In this lecture, Dr. Yahaghi will talk about the role of Ferdowsi and his
Shahnameh in the formation of the Iranian national identity.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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Friday, May 8, 2015
6:30  9:00pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
event details >>

Cantonese Worlds: TwoDay Workshop
Cantonese Worlds is a twoday workshop that aims to begin an important conversation about
how to make sense of the transformations of the last 50 years. In gathering leading scholars and
observers to lay out an initial set of workshop themes for discussion, this pilot process will help
create guiding questions that will shape the next few years of research, outreach, and public
education. Initial themes might include, for instance, the role of the Cantonese language
historically in shaping linkages between Hong Kong and Canada, or how the resurgence of
Cantonese popular culture and music has been a formative element in youth identities. We
invite all those interested in examining the last half century of crosscurrents between Hong Kong
and Canada to participate in this important undertaking.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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May 14  15, 2015
St. John's College, 2111 Lower Mall
details and registration >>

Concert: Wu Man and the Shanghai Quartet
The uniquely Chinese sound of the pipa meets with that of a western string quartet as Wu Man
and the Shanghai Quartet come together for a memorable evening entitled A Night in Ancient
and New China. Enter the promo code ‘PIPA’ to access $10 off concert tickets when purchasing
online. Click here for more information.
$15 student rush tickets are also available for this performance.
Visit chancentre.com/students for more details.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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Saturday, May 9th, 2015
8:00 pm
Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre, 6265 Crescent Road

OnCampus Events
OffCampus Events
Thursday, April 30th, 2015
Hindu Nationalism in Action: The Bharatiya Janata Party and Indian Politics
5:30 pm
Room 7000, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver

Student Opportunities
Global Communication: M. A. Double Degree Program in China and Canada is accepting
applications for incoming students! The program is comprised of one year of studies at SFU in
Canada and one year at Communication University of China in Beijing.
URGENT Teaching job at Qinghai Normal University, Xining: QNU is looking for a qualified
applicant to take the Volunteers in Asia fellowship post for the 201516 school year. Contrary to
what the name may suggest, this is a paid position. Those interested should contact Rose
Hyson or visit the Volunteers in Asia website.
Kyoto City and The Consortium of Universities in Kyoto are pleased to announce our recently
launched study tour program, called "Kyoto Study Program  from Anime to Zen". This is a non
degree 2week program offering students an excellent introduction to Japanese society and
culture.
The Schwarzman Scholarship is a highly selective international scholarship program designed to
prepare future leaders for success in a world where China plays a key global role. It gives the
best and brightest students from around the world the opportunity to develop their leadership
skills through a fullyfunded oneyear Master’s Degree at Tsinghua University in Beijing
“Making History”: CHIN 411 Introductory Modern Literature (NonHeritage) 2015
TLEF (Teaching and Learning Enhancement Fund) Subtitling Project
Nonheritage Chinese language students in CHIN 411 this year were given a unique opportunity
to take part in a film subtitling project conceived by Dr. Christopher Rea of Asian Studies and
funded by TLEF under the auspices of the Centre for Chinese Research and IKBLC, with the
invaluable support of Community Librarian Allan Cho and IT specialist Yu Minghui. The pilot
project this term was run by Dr. Alison Bailey, with the exceptional assistance of TA Qiu Yanting.
CHIN 411 usually covers Chinese fiction and film 19001949, but this year we read works by
four Republican writers and then spent the rest of the term on the subtitling project. Film
choices dating from before 1949 were restricted by copyright, accessibility, lack of previous
subtitling, technical limitations and other issues such as nonstandard language use. These
criteria reduced selection to five possibilities, from which we chose “Children of Troubled Times”
(1935; directed by Xu Xinzhi, screenplay by the famous playwright Tian Han, starring Yuan
Muzhi and music by Nie Er https://archive.org/details/childrenoftroubledtimes). This film was
produced by the leftist Shanghai film company Denton and is notable for having as its theme
music the song which later became the Chinese national anthem.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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Methodology:
Students were divided into four groups of four with each group transcribing into traditional
Chinese characters approximately 20 minutes each of the film. The sound quality of the film
was poor and the nonstandard accents initially difficult to understand. This part of the project
was the most difficult and laborious, with students going over the same bit of dialogue
sometimes on multiple occasions until the words and meaning came clear. The instructor and TA
moved from group to group to help the transcription process and then worked with students on
editing the final Chinese version, including credits, texts such as newspaper reports, poetry, and
announcements. Students then translated their section of the transcription and the Chinese
and English paired draft was put onto Googledocs for shared editing in class. Groups also had to
timestamp all sections of dialogue and text (in Chinese and English) to match the words and
images together – another laborious and at times boring process, but essential for the subtitling
to work. Working on editing the translation through shared documents and reading out the
dialogue in class to achieve accurate, fluent English with an emphasis on colloquial but
historically fitting speech proved to be a popular and engaging part of the process.
Results and feedback:
Students worked hard on the project and by the end all were thoroughly engaged. I asked them
to write an opinion piece in Chinese on the process at the end and the overwhelming consensus
was that the project was a success in terms of pedagogy and in motivating the students.
Students noted that the project improved their listening, writing, reading, and translation
abilities, as well as their confidence in handling complex (and professionally useful) tasks in
Chinese and English. They also said that this closeup encounter with a 1930s black and white
Chinese film that most admitted they would not have watched on their own was a revelation:
they learned a great deal about modern Chinese history and culture and the impact of modernity
on society, as well appreciating the film for its artistic qualities. Some students suggested that
small groups working on individual films rather than dividing up one film into sections would
improve motivation and uniformity of style. In fact one group took the initiative and also
completed a draft transcription and draft of a second 1930s film – “Waves Washing the Sand”, by
the great director Wu Yonggang ( https://archive.org/details/waves_washing_the_sand) – which
had clearer and more limited dialogue. I am working with them to complete this so that
subtitles for this can be uploaded too (after the exams!)
Screening:
Yu Minghui is working in his spare time to produce a subtitled version in separate box format but,
in addition, one student volunteered a great deal of precious extra time to upload Chinese and
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=679039&q=0&qz=76323e
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English subtitles for “Children of Troubled Times” directly onto the screen. This is the version we
watched on Tuesday April 22nd and it proved to be a great success: the film came alive for all of
us at the moment.
All in all, this TLEF project has done what it set out to do: enhance the learning opportunities for
our students. In their feedback many of the students suggested that this form of language and
cultural pedagogy be used in other Chinese language courses. It is a highly intensive process
and involves not only actively engaged students but also instructors and TAs who work closely
with students at every stage of the process. The results speak for themselves: as one student
put it, students are proud because they have made history by making a great film widely
available to much larger audiences.

Alison Bailey
April 23rd, 2015

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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