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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Komagata Maru Project 2014
These events comprise a significant component of UBC’s contribution to a regionwide
recognition of the Komagata Maru incident, when a ship carrying mostly Punjabi and Sikh would
be immigrants to Canada was turned away from Vancouver after a threemonth wait in the
harbour in 1914. At the core of the project are a set of performances. The performance will be
preceded by a symposium, featuring the authors of the plays and a small number of
scholars/theatre professionals.

Thursday 1 May, 2014
An evening with Ali Kazimi and the film 'Continuous Journey': The Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial
Program for 2014
Time: 79:30 p.m.
Location: Centre Stage, New Surrey City Hall,13450 104 Avenue Surrey
Saturday, May 3, 2014
SymposiumPerforming the Postcolonial: The Political Work of Theatre
Time: 2:00pm to 6:00pm
Location: St. John’s College, 2111 Lower Mall
Speakers: Rahul Varma, Nandi Bhatia, Ali Kazimi, Rana Nayar
May 39, 2014
Performing the Komagata Maru: Theatre and the Work of Memory
Time: May 3 at 7:30 p.m., May 4 at 2 p.m, May 9 at 8 p.m
Location: UBC’s Frederic Wood Theatre and May 9 at Surrey Arts Centre
Tickets at both venues: $10
For more information >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Related events:
April 12 June 15, 2014
Art ExhibitionRuptures in Arrival: Art in the wake of the Komagata Maru
Location: Surrey Art Gallery, 13750 88 Ave
Opening Reception: April 12, 7:309:30pm
Speaker: Ali Kazimi
Art Exhibition >>

Asian Studies Signs Agreement with NIJL
On Friday, March 14, Dr. Ross King, Head of the Department of Asian Studies, signed an
Agreement on Academic Exchange with Dr. Imanishi Yuichiro, the DirectorGeneral of the
National Institute of Japanese Literature (NIJL). The new institutiontoinstitution agreement will
allow for greater cooperation; a joint research symposium, sponsored by NIJL, is planned for late
September of this year.

Prof. Imanishi Yuichiro, Mr. Iwasaki Toyohisa, and Professors Ross King, Joshua Mostow,
Sharalyn Orbaugh, and Christina Yi.
More Details >>

Japanese Pedagogy Workshop and Book Fair at UBC
The Japanese Language Program will be hosting a Japanese book fair and a pedagogy
workshop. The book fair will have plenty of reference books for teachers, preparation books for
JLPT, Manga, Novels etc. There will be two workshops taking place conducted by Mayumi Oka.
The first will discuss bridging the gap between beginner and intermediate levels and the second
will address designing classroom tasks using authentic materials. Both workshops will be
conducted in Japanese.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Saturday April 12, 2014
Time: 10:00 am to 4:30 pm
Price: Free and Open to Public
Location: Asian Centre, The University of British Columbia
Sponsor: Department of Asian Studies, Mitsui Canada
More Info >>

SitaVirodhanaPrahasanm, the Revolt of Sita, a Farce
This short play represents the final project for the students of firstyear Sanskrit at the
University of British Columbia. The play is based on classroom materials designed to familiarize
students with Sanskrit as a spoken idiom. Join us for this exciting play written by our very own
Dr. Thomas Hunter!

Thursday April 10, 2014
Time: 7:00pm
Location: Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall Free and open to the public
More Info >>

Recent Faculty Publications
"The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China," Professor Christopher
Rea's forthcoming book.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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“The Age of Irreverence” will be the first study of why China’s entry into the modern age was
not just traumatic, but uproarious. As the Qing dynasty slumped toward extinction, prominent
writers compiled jokes into collections they called “histories of laughter.” Writers and illustrators
of the Republic used humorous allegories to make veiled critiques of the new government. But
political and cultural discussion frequently erupted into invective, with critics gleefully jeering
rivals in public. Farceurs of the popular press promoted practical joking and buffoonery. Highbrow
writers found this climate of hilarity intolerable. The book will be published by the University of
California Press in 2015.

"The Happy World" magazine (Shanghai, 1914)

Chinese Bridge Speech Contest Results
On Saturday March 23, 2014, the "Chinese Bridge" Mandarin Speech Contest for University
Students was held at BCIT. The topic of this Speech Contest was “Me and China” where students
talked about their individual stories with China, their experience learning Chinese and their
passion for Chinese culture. Out of the 15 prizes in total, UBC students won 7 of
them. Congratulations to all the prize winners and every UBC student who participated in the
contest! All of the instructors in the Chinese Language Program are proud of you! A big thank
you also goes to our CHIN course instructors and TAs, who have put in tremendous effort in
promoting the contest and helping students in their preparation. In addition, we also want to
thank Nick Sabin who volunteered to be the MC for the event.
Category

Award

Candidate

Heritage Beginner Born Overseas Award of Excellence Mabel Teng
Native Cantonese: Elementary

Second Place

Native Cantonese: Intermediate

Award of Excellence Cherry Sy

Isabelle Tang

NonHeritage: Elementary

First Place
Third Place

Joshua Chan
Brendan Anderson

NonHeritage: Intermediate

First Place
Third Place

Michael Steel
Zulfekar Kanani

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Brendan Anderson

Cherry Sy

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Isabelle Tang

Joshua Chan

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Mabel Teng

Michael Steel

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Zulfekar Kanani

UBC Japanese Open House 2014
 Photos by: Dayan Photography
On Saturday, March 22, 2014, the Japanese Language Program held a wonderful celebration of
students’ work through brilliant showcases, presentations and performances. At this event there
were talks on pop culture and tea ceremonies as well as demonstrations given by masters in tea
ceremony, flower arrangement, calligraphy and Kendo. Below are some pictures from the
inaugural event:

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Third Annual UBC Asian Studies Graduate Conference

On Saturday, April 5, 2014, students and faculty gathered together to hold this year’s Third
Annual UBC Asian Studies Graduate Conference. In addition to a strong showing by the
Department of Asian Studies, we were honored to have students from a wide range of
departments at UBC present at the event, including the Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality,
and Social Justice, the Department of History, the Interdisciplinary Studies Graduate Program,
and the Asia Pacific Policy Studies Program at the Institute of Asian Research. Departments
outside of UBC with representatives at the conference included the Department of Humanities
and AsiaCanada Program at Simon Fraser University, the Department of East Asian Languages
and Cultures at the University of Oregon, the Department of Media and Communications at the
University of London, and the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford
University. Dr. Ross King kicked off the event with a short welcoming address, which was followed
by two concurrent panels, “Shaping the Modern Paradigm,” and “Memory, Gender and Trauma”
moderated by discussants Donald Baker and Sharalyn Orbaugh, respectively. At noon Daisuke
Miyao, Associate Professor of Japanese Film and Department Head at the Department of East
Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of Oregon, delivered the keynote speech,
"Japonisme and the Birth of Female Film Actors in Japan," which explored the myriad of
connections between the early cinema of Japan and the cinema of Europe and North America. In
the afternoon, another four panels were held, “Perspectives on Religion,” “Chinese Literature
Past and Present,” “Art as Social Practice,” and “Premodern Literature and Material Culture in
East Asia,” moderated by discussants Bruce Rusk, Shuyu Kong, Ajay Bhardwaj, and Joshua
Mostow, respectively. We thank our discussants, keynote speaker, and participants for a very
successful 2014 conference! In addition we would like to thank the Department of History, the

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Institute of Asian Research and the Faculty of Arts for generously cosponsoring this year’s
conference.

Dean's Reception for Graduating Student Leaders
On behalf of the Department of Asian Studies, we would like to congratulate Nick Sabin, who was
invited to the Dean's Reception for Graduating Student Leaders. He has contributed to our
department and to our community through various events such as volunteering as the emcee
for our Lunar New Year Celebration, for the Chinese Speech Contest, and being involved in the
Tandem UBC Language Exchange, UBC ASIA Club and the Chinese Bridge program in Changsha.
He was recognized at the Dean’s Reception for Graduating Student Leaders, hosted by Dean
Gage Averill on March 24th, 2014.

Ms. Xinxin Wu and Nick Sabin on the right

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, April 8, 2014
Engaging China: Myth, Aspiration and Strategy in Canadian Policy from Trudeau to Harper
Time: 12:00  1:30 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Chinese Research
Wednesday, April 9, 2014
Becoming Citizens: StudentMonks and the Rise of Social Engagement in Modern Chinese
Buddhism
Time: 4:00  6:00 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsor: Buddhism and Contemporary Society Program

OffCampus Events
HAGOROMO: the Feathered Robe, a Noh Play  Saturday, April 12, 2014
Legacy Sakura Memorial Windows Unveiling Ceremony  Friday, April 18, 2014
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival  April 3  28, 2014
Next Music from Tokyo  Wednesday, May 21, 2014

Student Opportunities
2014 Fo Guang Buddhist Monastic Retreat (Summer Program)
NTU Summer+ Program – Translating Chinese: Methods and Practice
Initiative to Recruit a Diverse Workforce Call for Applications
AMS Speakeasy

Alumni Spotlight: Katherine Tutschek , BA '09
Every Update we take an Asian Studies Alumnus from our Asian Studies LinkedIn Group and
interview them on their paths after graduation. This issue we catch up with Katherine Tutschek
who currently lives and works in Hong Kong. She is a Communications Executive at an
architectural firm, where she performs business and designend translation and interpretation
work.
Could you go into some detail about
your career path until now?
While I was in university, I worked part time
as a TA and an office assistant to gain basic
work experience. After graduating from UBC
I went on to complete a language diploma in
Cantonese in Hong Kong, and stayed on to
build my career there. My first permanent
position after finishing studies was as a
personal assistant in the finance industry,
which gave me an introduction to Hong Kong
and mainland business culture, alongside
which I built up experience doing freelance
translation and interpretation. Following this,
I moved into my current role as
Communications Executive at an
architectural firm, where I do business and
designend translation and interpretation
work, in addition to assisting business
development, marketing, and project
coordination. Most of the projects done out of our office are located in the mainland, so all
materials, negotiations, and coordination need to be bilingual.
How did you get your first job after graduating?
Getting my first job was a little tricky, because I was looking for visa sponsorship at the same
time. Not every company is willing to sponsor a visa, and not every visa sponsorship is approved
by the government. In Hong Kong, the first visa application is the most difficult, while
subsequent extensions are relatively easy. Luckily I had a friend from the Cantonese program
who could advise me on how to write a compelling application, but aside from that, I just had to
look until I found a willing employer.
Personal recommendations from friends and networking as well as online job postings were all
useful in the search, although I found that local firms were sometimes less familiar with
sponsoring than international firms, or less willing to try, as it added time and an extra step to
the employment procedure. In the end, though, it just comes down to the individual employer.
Adjusting my goals so that they still find a way to move forward despite taking a unexpected
path has been an important skill.
How has an Asian Studies degree helped you in your endeavors?
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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Asian Studies gave me the foundational skills I needed to function in my current role, most
notably, in terms of language, critical thinking, theory, and writing. The Asian Studies program
also enabled me to move my career overseas. The department’s diverse course offerings and
flexible program structure allowed me to tailor my degree to suit my goals, such as choosing a
concentration in language, offering exchange opportunities, providing upper level modern and
ancient language courses, and the opportunity to be exposed to a variety of perspectives, honing
a sensitivity in me that is useful when working with written and spoken words, as well as non
verbal gestures and statements.
I especially found that Asian Studies courses, as a part of the greater Faculty of Arts course
offerings, strongly reinforce the shifting nature of signifiers in our world and the fluidity of labels
and identities, encouraging the deconstruction of stereotypes and prescriptive thinking, whether
it be in written narrative or social discourse. This form of thinking makes it possible to identify
and hold a concept in your mind, at the same time as seeing past it, allowing you to shift
between paradigms, identify similarities and differences in terminology and concepts, and
successfully bring a text from one reality into another. This, in its essence, is what interpretation
is all about.
In your field what does a typical entry level position entail?
An entry level position as an interpreter or translator does not require you to be certified by a
translation society or to have a degree in translation or interpretation; so long as you can do the
work, you can work in this industry. That being said, most employers will require you to have a
degree in language, culture, or a related field, and will make you take a jobspecific written
translation test during the interview.
If you are interested in growing into a particular business role but lack the experience,
management will often be willing to help you develop your skill set if you already have the
language. In my case, management got a sense for my strengths and personality while I worked
with them as an interpreter, then put forth some suggestions to me to expand my duties.
Although learning Asian languages has grown more popular, it is still a relatively small portion of
the overseas business community that can conduct business fluently in these languages. As
such, interpreters and translators are still very much in demand, and if you bring those
languages with you into another role it saves you a step.
What is the best way to get your foot in the door?
The best way is to meet people; a few good contacts will go a long way. Get to know people in
your class, friends, professors, employers, and attend networking and social events. The people
you know in class now will have contacts in the workforce later on, and knowing people from all
walks of life will lend you perspective and insight. Another good way is to do parttime
assignments. Don’t charge much at first, do it just for the experience, and it will pay off later.
Do you have any other advice that you would like to impart to students/recent
graduates?
The two traits that I have found the most crucial to success are determination and
resourcefulness. Whether you’re learning a language or building your career, treat every
situation like an opportunity, go out and make what you want happen. To me, it’s similar to rock
climbing, you use whatever you have at the present to get yourself to the next step, and so on,
always keeping your eye on the goal.
Make sure to follow your gut as well, even if you’re not entirely sure of the end point. It’s not
always clear how every piece fits into the puzzle until later on.
Can you recommend your favourite location in your region?
Every place I’ve visited in the Greater China Region has a unique air and energy about it,
wonderful people, delicious food, and beautiful scenery—both natural and urban.
In Hong Kong the same holds true, different districts have their own distinct character and
attract different crowds. Personally, I spend a lot of time in Tsim Sha Tsui, Mong Kok, Central, and
Soho, but there’s nothing quite like recharging on one of the many hiking trails or outlying
islands to refresh your body and mind.
Join our LinkedIn page and start networking with Asian Studies alumni and students >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=554708&q=0&qz=c26357
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We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.

Follow Asian Studies:
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Vancouver, British Columbia
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