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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Asian Studies Welcome Back Lunch on Imagine Day!
You are invited! Come learn about the Asian Studies experience and join the Asian Studies
community. Meet with faculty and staff, network with alumni and mingle with students
(graduate and undergraduate) over a free lunch. Imagine Day is your greatest opportunity to
become aware of the programs across campus and start planning ahead! We hope that you will
leave more knowledgeable about our Language and Culture Programs, UBC's Go Global Exchange
Program and UBC’s student work opportunities.

Tuesday, September 8th, 2015
Time: 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
Location: Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Price: Free

Featured Term 1 Courses  Seats Still Available
ASIA 305  Asian Horror Cinema: National Nightmares and Specters of Trauma
Asian Horror Cinema examines the filmhistorical and sociocultural contexts of horror films from
the region. This course will discuss the recent Asian horror phenomenon, beginning with the
success of the Ring franchise, as well as the origins of the genre within each national cinema.
Throughout the semester we will explore how the horror genres ability to expose our
subconscious fears and its capacity for allegory are employed to renarrate national trauma and
its impact on the individual.
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Asian Horror Cinema was also included in an article published by Vancity Buzz' this summer titled
16 Cool Courses to Take at UBC.
Additional Courses:
ASIA 200  Cultural Foundations of East Asia
ASIA 317  The Rise of Korean Civilization
ASIA 344  Topics in Japanese Cultural History I: Aristocrats and Warriors
ASIA 354  Introduction to Japanese Cinema
ASIA 356  Korean Cinema
ASIA 377  History of Korean Thought
ASIA 398  Narrative Literature in Premodern India
ASIA 475  Documenting Punjabi Canada
*Do not be afraid to put your name on our waiting lists! We are watching them all the
time and have even opened up new sections to meet the demand for certain courses
in the past. Never give up!

2015 Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture
The Department of Asian Studies is pleased to invite you to our Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial
Lecture. One of our largest lectures of the year, Professor Philip J. Ivanhoe of the city University
of Hong Kong will speak on Social Practices, Moral Education, and Decent Human Lives.

Tuesday, September 29, 2015
4:00 PM Reception
5:00 PM Lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Registration required  Free and open to the public
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=709727&q=0&qz=e0d5b4
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Details & registration >>

Book Launch: Dissent on Core Beliefs
Dr. Peter Nosco has recently returned from his sabbatical over the last year in Japan and has
published a new book this summer via Cambridge University Press. The book, coedited with Dr.
Simone Chambers of the University of Toronto, is titled Dissent on Core Beliefs: Religious and
Secular Perspectives and compares the ways in which nine ethical and religious traditions have
dealt with intramural dissent. See below for a book launch to be held in September.

Book Launch Details:
Friday, September 25, 2015
3:305:00 pm
CK Choi 120 (1855 West Mall)
Cosponsored by the Centre for Japanese Research and the Department of Asian Studies.

“Long Live Cantopop”
Our new Cantonese Language Program, starting this fall, was recently featured in The
Economist in an article titled Long Live Cantopop.

“When the University of British Columbia (UBC) resumes classes in September it will for the first
time offer a course for credit in Cantonese. That seems an unremarkable decision by a Chinese
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language department that claims to be the largest in North America. In fact, it is a bookish act of
resistance.” – The Economist
Read the whole article online >>
The new program was also featured in the Hong Kong Free Press's article, "Canadian university
adds Cantonese course amid fears over its decline in Hong Kong."

"At a time when many in Hong Kong are worrying about the decline of Cantonese in classrooms,
the University of British Columbia (UBC) in Canada has announced plans to roll out a course in
Cantonese for the first time this fall."
– Hong Kong Free Press
More from their article >>

MOSS
Dr. Bruce Fulton and his wife, JuChan Fulton, have been busy translating a work by Korea's top
graphic novelist, Yoon Taeho, titled MOSS. The first installment appeared on the front page of
the HUFFINGTON POST earlier this summer! Currently on Episode 5, subsequent installments
will be appearing every Thursday and Monday.

Read from Episode 1 >>

China’s Literary Cosmopolitans
Dr. Christopher Rea has published a new edited volume titled China's Literary
Cosmopolitans through Brill. The book offers a comprehensive introduction to the literary
oeuvres of Qian Zhongshu (191098) and Yang Jiang (b. 1911). It assesses their novels, essays,
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=709727&q=0&qz=e0d5b4
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stories, poetry, plays, translations, and criticism, and discusses their reception as two of the most
important Chinese scholarwriters of the twentieth century.

More details on Dr. Rea's new book >>

Chinese Object Study Workshops
Dr. Bruce Rusk will be coteaching a workshop at the LA County Museum of Art (LACMA), August
2428, on Chinese Art of the 17 th Century.

The workshop will highlight the art that emerged in the traumatic yet creative period at the turn
of Ming and Qing dynasties. Using LACMA’s permanent Chinese art collection as well as the 17th
century paintings from the Jung Ying Tsao Collection (on longterm loan at LACMA), the
workshop will focus on the close examination of Chinese painting and 17th century three
dimensional works of art.
More details on Dr. Rusk's workshop >>
Eiji Okawa Awarded the Khyentse Foundation Award
Eiji Okawa, one of our grad students, is the proud recipient of this year’s Khyentse Foundation
award. The Khyentse Foundation recognizes undergraduate or graduate student achievement in
Buddhist Studies, especially expertise in the classical languages of Buddhist traditions.
Congratulations!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=709727&q=0&qz=e0d5b4
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From left to right: Robban Toleno (2013 winner), Eiji Okawa (2015 winner), Casey Collins (2014
winner)

OffCampus Events
Friday, September 4th, 2015
Tsuragu Shamisen Concert  A Vancouver Encore
7:00pm
823 Seymour Street, Vancouver

Meet Raymond Pai  The New Cantonese Language
Instructor
Since receiving my MA in Linguistics and TESOL certificate from
Brigham Young University, I have taught Chinese at the Defense
Language Institute and the Middlebury Institute of International
Studies at Monterey, California. I have also been working as a certified
translator and interpreter in California as well as the Cantonese
examiner for the University of Arizona. As a native of Hong Kong, I
have always been interested in Cantonese language education and I
always try to keep up with the language policy and current events in
Hong Kong. My MA thesis research was a Case Study on the Post
colonial Government Languageineducation Policy Towards Biliteracy
and Trilingualism. My other academic and research interests include
language learning motivation, language attitudes, language
technology and testing, psycholinguistics, just to name a few. When
not teaching, I enjoy music, theater, travels, and water sports (a certified scuba diver here!) If
you are lucky you might also catch me performing on local stages. I am thrilled to be joining UBC
and be a part of the brand new Cantonese program. It has been a personal goal of mine to help
educate and preserve the Cantonese language and its culture. Personally I think there has not
been a better time and a more beautiful place to run the program. Vancouver already feels like
my second home because of its connections and resemblance to my dear home Hong Kong!
Learn more about our new Cantonese Language program >>
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We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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