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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Want to Go Abroad?
It should almost be a requirement for those studying Asian languages and cultures to spend
some time immersed in Asia while on exchange. With such great opportunities through the Go
Global program, it would be a shame to miss out! Students are given the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the language and culture of their choice. The gains of this experience are great
and exchange is both highly recommended and encouraged by the Department of Asian
Studies. This edition of The Update intends to raise awareness of the Go Global program and the
opportunities it can offer our students.

Go Global Website >>
List of Partner Universities in Asia >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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On the Asian Studies' website we now have a dedicated page for Go Global and hope to populate
it with the experiences of our Asian Studies majors in the hopes that they will inspire others to
go abroad. Below is the first go global "diary", my own experience, and if you are interested
in being profiled yourself please send an email to stephanie.lee@ubc.ca for more
details.

An Interview with Recent Asian Studies Graduate and Go
Global Returnee Oliver Mann
What is your major at UBC?
Asian Area Studies
Which university did you go on exchange to and which year?
I went to Ewha Womans University during my 4 th year
Why did you choose that program?
Well there were a few reasons. The first
reason was that I had developed a love
for Korean food and culture and was
eager to learn the language, so going on
exchange to Korea just made sense.
Second, was that I was not entirely
satisfied by the courses offered by my
program. My favorite course had been
ASIA 410  International Relations
between Japan and South Korea and I
was eager for more courses that focused
on the politics, economics, and social
issues in an East Asian context. So I felt
that by going abroad to Korea I would be
offered more specific courses that would
meet those interests.
The third reason was because I had been in Korea the previous summer, living with my girlfriend
and her family, and I wanted to guarantee a way to go back to Korea, for an extended time, in a
somewhat recent time frame.
What fascinated you the most while being immersed in a new culture?
Without a doubt, the people. In Korea, although people are unbelievably kind, generous and
social, it is almost impossible to make friends with a Korean without an introduction (ie: friend of
a friend). If you do not spend the time making these connections while still in Canada you will
find it very difficult to be social with Koreans, in Korea, as you will have no one to give you that
“introduction” into their circles. Because of this I found it was much easier for the exchange
students to socialize with other exchange students and stay within that small community than
expand outside of it.
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I was very lucky in the sense that before going to Korea I had already built my network of
relationships in Korea. I did spend time with other exchange students but I kept that time to
class hours. During the evenings I would go hang out with my Korean friends and during the
weekends I would go stay with my girlfriend’s family. Thanks to these relationships I had a much
broader and immersed experience than most of my foreign peers, improved my language skills
more quickly and made invaluable friendships beyond the campus.
What was the most memorable class/educational experience for you?
The most memorable educational experience was the Korean language program that Ewha
offered. Particularly the summer course which was structured Monday to Friday, 4 hours a day,
for 10 weeks, for a total of 200 hours. During that time my Korean speaking abilities improved
exponentially, as a normal Korean class at UBC would offer perhaps a little over 50 hours in one
semester. The best thing about that course was that it was small (12 people) and I was the only
person who could speak English. Hence the only way I could communicate with my peers was to
speak Korean and or, oddly, in Japanese, as more than half of my class were Japanese. During
the 10 weeks I managed to become friends with people from China, Taiwan and Japan and at the
same time we got to improve our language skills together.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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How did studying/researching at a different university contribute to your academic
career and perspective?
Like I had mentioned before, going abroad to Korea really opened up my opportunities to study
politics and economics in an East Asian context. I managed to take a course on Korean politics,
Korean economics, Korean history and one graduate course in international finance. I really got a
nice range of study while I was abroad so that truly helped me develop a more in depth
understanding of Korea and East Asia in general. Also I found that, as many Koreans (particularly
men) are business minded and on a one way road to becoming a “salary man”, knowing about
Korean politics and economics added in my conversations with Korean people.
I would have to say, though, that the greatest attribution to my career perspective did not
happen on campus. As I mentioned before, my girlfriend lived in Korea, and as I was nearing
graduation the idea of living and working in Korea had definitely crossed my mind. So, before
leaving on exchange, I began doing research on Vancouver companies that did trade or business
with Korea and began gathering data on British Columbia’s trade relations. While doing this I was
surprised to find out how highly engaged our provincial government was in developing
international trade and relations with East Asia and that they even had a Trade and Investment
Office in Seoul.
By the time I left for Korea I had managed to arrange an appointment to meet the director of
their Seoul branch. After actually meeting him at his office he invited me to join him and one of
his subordinates for dinner. In Korea it is quite customary for salary men to go for food and
drinks after work and that was exactly what we did. A week later he called me and asked if I
would like to intern for him.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Through that internship I gained many experiences working with the Canadian Embassy in
Korea, BC government officials, and even Christy Clark when she came to Korea. But I guess the
greatest experience of that internship was working in an office entirely composed of Koreans. It
allowed me to learn a lot about Korean work culture and in the end allowed me to make an
important decision of whether Korea was the right place to start a career. As an intern I was
exposed, through others, to the unimaginatively competitive job market that Koreans face.
Sometimes friends of mine go years after graduating looking for a job. The prospect for foreigners
is much slimmer, unless you want to teach English, and as a foreigner there would always be a
ceiling of how far my career could go… So I decided to forget about moving to Korea and instead
focus on how to start a career in Canada.
How has your learning abroad experience shaped or changed you?
I am a very goal oriented person and Korea allowed me to set important goals for myself. The
first goal was to return to Canada and graduate within the year. The second goal was to find a
full time job right after finishing my courses, hopefully for the government doing international
relations between Canada and Asia. And the third goal, was to continue my relationship with my
girlfriend now that I had decided that I no longer wanted to live in Korea.
The first goal was accomplished easily, I only had one semester left, after returning, to complete
my degree requirements. The second goal was more difficult. After interning for the BC
government I really wanted to continue working for them after finishing my courses but, by
some cruel joke, the week of my interview, news of an across the board BC government hiring
freeze had surfaced. So working for them was no longer an option but after graduating I
managed to turn a work/learn position, I had with the Department of Asian Studies during my
last semester, into a full time job.
By working for the Department of Asian Studies I have had many opportunities to be in contact
with Vancouver organizations and people that are engaged with CanadaAsia relations. Be it
through meeting Asian Studies alumni, business executives, Consul Generals or even, just
recently, a princess of Japan. Even though I am not working for the government, as I had
originally hoped, I managed to find a position that allowed me to stay within the CanadaAsia
dialogue and I couldn't be happier.
The third goal I spent a lot of time, while in Korea, figuring out how to accomplish... I had no
intentions of ending the relationship with my girlfriend, and had previously considered moving to
Korea just to be with her, so after truly coming to terms with how much I wanted to be with her,
the answer somehow became obvious. I asked my parents to come visit me in Korea, as I
wanted to introduce them to my girlfriend’s family, and afterwards I asked my girlfriend to marry
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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me. Now she lives with me in Vancouver and I am unbelievably appreciative to have someone as
supportive as her by my side.
What advice would you give to students interested in a similar program?
So you may not have realized but all the experiences I talked about so far happened on a 1 term
exchange. I was only there for 6 months but I managed to do so much because I had my own
agenda that I wanted to accomplish. I had a plan. I wanted to be with my girlfriend’s family, I
wanted to work in Korea… studying abroad was only a small aspect of my original intentions.
There is so much more to be gained and experiences to be had than just a campus experience
abroad so I would suggest to others to go on their own agenda. Go with a plan, start preparing
before you leave on exchange and set goals that you want to accomplish because what you get
out of it is really what you put in.

If you would like to share your own Go Global experience contact stephanie.lee@ubc.ca

Going Abroad this Semester? Want some FREE SWAG to
take on your Travels?
Julia Lovely, our Marketing and Events Specialist, is looking for Asian Studies 'blog ambassadors'
while they are studying abroad. Basically, what that entails is creating a blog on your preferred
platform, and keeping us updated with your travels and academic/cultural exchange. Posts can
be as regular as you like.
In return we would like to offer you a complimentary Asian Studies book bag full of some great
swag that you can gift to your new friends abroad, before you go! Or, if you're already on
exchange, we can gift it to you on your return!

Shiny travel chopsticks
If you're interested in becoming one of our bloggers, please send an email to julia.lovely@ubc.ca
with your name, student number, and departure date.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Need help funding your exchange to Asia? Go Global can help:
Charles Kim Student Mobility Award in Arts – Two $7,500 awards are offered to
undergraduate students in the Faculty of Arts who seek opportunities to study abroad in Korea.
The awards will support undergraduate students who will study at one of UBC’s partner
universities in South Korea (one of: Ewha Womans University, Korea University, Seoul National
University, and Yonsei University) through Go Global for either one term or one year. The awards
are made on the recommendation of the Go Global Student Mobility Program Office in
consultation with Enrolment Services.
Award will be considered automatically for all students meeting the requirements.
Taiwan Student Mobility Award – Two $5,000 travel awards are offered by the Ministry of
Education, the Republic of China (Taiwan) to students who wish to learn more about the culture
and language of Taiwan. To ensure the award is granted to individuals who have had little
experience with this part of Asia, eligibility is limited to candidates who have not resided in
Taiwan or China for more than twelve months in the past ten years. To be considered, candidates
must be Canadian Citizens. The awards are made on the recommendation of the Go Global
Student Mobility Program Office in consultation with Enrollment Services.
Instructions on how to apply will be sent to all students meeting the requirements.
Go Global Award – All students nominated for Exchange, Research Abroad, or Group Study
programs will be considered for awards of up to $1000 per term. To be eligible for the award, you
must have an average of at least 70% on your best 24 credits in the Winter Session before your
exchange (with no failed or incomplete courses).
Award will be considered automatically for all students meeting the requirements.
more info & additional awards >>

2013 Go Global Photo Contest
Another reason to go through your travel photos and reflect on the time you spent away. There
will be 2 prizes awarded by our advisors judging panel, and a People’s Choice determined by
Facebook “likes”. Submissions are due at the end of August and the contest will run throughout
September.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Photo Contest details and how to submit >>

Asian Studies Pancake Breakfast August 27th!
The Department will be holding our Annual Pancake Breakfast for faculty, staff and graduate
students in the Asian Centre lobby at 10:00 am, August 27th. Come join us for good eats,
good friends and the last opportunity to enjoy the summer before the crazyness of September.

Imagine Day is Approaching! Come Learn About the
Asian Studies Experience!
For our undergrads we will be throwing a Welcome Back Lunch on Imagine Day, hosted in
the Asian Studies auditorium at 12:30 pm, September 3rd. All Arts students are welcome
to attend. Come learn about the Asian Studies experience, eat some great food and have the
opportunity to win some sweet Asian Studies swag!
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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We are looking for students to help volunteer during our Imagine Day event
(logistics). If you are interested please contact oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Congratulations to Hisako Hayashi for Passing her Ph.D.
Defense!
Hisako Hayashi, one of our Japanese 12month lecturers, recently had her thesis examination
for the degree of doctor of philosophy. In her thesis she aimed to see how university
environments reciprocally construct the students’ identities as learners, in other words,
becoming a university student, and to review and update the notion of English as a second
language through the theoretical frameworks of multiple identities and the transnational nature
of immigrants’ and English learners’ lifestyles.

Sustainability Initiative of the Week: Compost
Organic waste sent to the landfill decomposes anaerobically, producing harmful greenhouse gases
like methane and carbon dioxide. At UBC, we have our very own closedloop composting program
which turns organic waste, like food scraps, into nutrientrich soil used for landscaping on
campus. In 2010, approximately 25 per cent of UBC’s organic waste was composted through the
program, meaning 75 per cent was sent to the landfill. Therefore, a great opportunity exists at
UBC to increase our landfill diversion rate by increasing our composting efforts.
Compost bins can be found in the kitchens around the Asian Centre. We also encourage all large
events that will be serving food to either set up a bin to collect food waste, or roll in the large
compost bin from outside. If you need any help with making your next event waste free please
come by to see me or drop me an email at Stephanie.Lee@ubc.ca.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Free Books!
Professor Nosco is generously giving away some of his books. 6 boxes of books are located
outside of his office, room 610 in the Asian Centre, and are free on a first come first serve basis.

Upcoming Events

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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more info >>
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more info >>

Community Events

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Explaining Rakugo >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email to
oliver.mann@ubc.ca

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=471826&q=0&qz=90ed97
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Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here

Follow Asian Studies:
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