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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The 2014 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies 
Translation, Transmission and Experiential Learning
The Department of Asian Studies at the University of British Columbia is pleased to invite you to
the 2014 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies featuring guest speaker Professor Laurel Rodd
(University of Colorado). This year's lecture will explore aspects of traditional Japanese poetry as
exemplified in the Kokinshu and Shinkokinshu, and link them to approaches to the transmission
and translation of poetry.

Friday, December 5, 2014
6:00 pm reception
7:00 pm lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
To register for the lecture, or see more info, visit the Asian Studies website >>

UBC ASIA Club's Annual Professor Tea
The UBC Asian Studies Interest Association (ASIA) would like to invite you to our annual
Professor Tea event! This is a great opportunity to reconnect with Asian Studies undergraduates,
graduates and faculty and discuss ideas, experiences, and potential future opportunities in a
casual setting. Refreshments will be provided.
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Monday, February 9, 2015
2:00  4:00pm
Free for ASIA Club members, $2 for nonmembers
RSVP requested.
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Find more information and RSVP here>>

Upcoming Talk: Emotional Registers of the Kagero Diary
The Department of Asian Studies is excited to be hosting Dr. Margaret Childs of the University of
Kansas for a lecture on the Kagero Diary, a10thcentury Japanese text. Contemporary western
scholarship prefers to portray the author as a jealous and unhappy woman. This is in contrast to
the perspective that Japanese scholars hold: that the marriage is fine.
Dr. Childs will quantitatively examine the author's marriage with Fujiwara no Kaneie in order to
determine her level of satisfaction with the marriage. Dr. Childs will find that the author was
motivated more by pride than by jealousy, and that explanations that focus solely on jealousy fail
to capture the author's relationship with her husband.

Friday, January 9, 2015
2:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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For more information, visit the Asian Studies website>>

Video Messages for the Tohoku Residents in Japan on
YouTube and DVD
To reach out to the Tohoku residents in Japan who still face various challenges three years after
the triple disaster hit the region in 2011, a group of instructors in the Japanese Language
Program initiated a project to collect video messages from our current Japanese language
students, alumni, faculty members and friends since March this year. With the help of our
department staff, the video messages have now been put together and uploaded on Youtube.
Also, with the help of Arts ISIT, the messages have been put on DVDs that will be sent to
Fukushima University to be forwarded to various government and municipal offices, universities,
and temporary houses in the Tohoku region. Hopefully, this will enable us to directly connect to
as many people there as possible.

Students writing supportive messages to the residents of Tohoku
The production team would like to extend our sincere thanks to all those who have contributed
to this project! We would also appreciate it if everyone who has friends in the Tohoku region or in
Japan could help us spread the word about the messages on YouTube.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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Members of Japanese courses collectively sent a message of encouragement
View the video here>>

*NEW DECEMBER FEATURE* Let us know why you chose
to Major in Asian Studies!
Come to our office and let us know what inspired you and get free Asian Studies Swag! AND be
entered into our monthly draw for a chance to win one of two $50 Asian Studies swag
certificates!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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New Asian Studies graduate Nicole with her new Asian Studies scarf

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261

5/10

11/30/2016

The Update  December 2nd

Gabi with her new Asian twotone tote bag

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261

6/10

11/30/2016

The Update  December 2nd

Asian Studies grad student Nick with his elaboratelytied Asian Studies Scarf
Click here to see the full Asian Studies merch catalog>>

A New Section of JAPN 100 is now Available for Term 2!
A new section has been added to the Japanese 100 course. JAPN 100 026, which will meet
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 1:00 to 2:00 pm, will be taught by Misuzu Kazama
and is now open for registration!
Register for Japanese 100 026 here>>

OnCampus Events
Wednesday, December 3rd
AsiaPacific Security Strategies: The Pentagon's Human Security Approach to
Planning
2:00  3:00 pm
Case Room, Liu Institute for Global Studies, 6476 NW Marine Drive, UBC

OffCampus Events
Thursday, December 4th
Expanding Canadian Trade with Asia: New Prospects for the TransPacific Partnership
(TPP)
7:30 am (continental breakfast served) 8:00 am (event begins)
Vancouver Club, 915 West Hastings Street, Vancouver

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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Thursday, December 4th, 2014  Sunday, January 11, 2015
Mah Jongg: The Art of Game
10:00 am  4:30 pm
Dr. Sun Yatsen Classical Chinese Garden, 578 Carrall Street, Vancouver

Student Opportunities
New Course: GEOG 390A: Geography of Selected Regions
Call for Papers: International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities
Intensive Chinese Program at Yunnan Normal University: study abroad from May to July in
Kunming!
Master's Degree in South Asian Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle
Call for Papers: Annual International Conference on Regional Studies: Asian, African, American,
and European (AAAE)
Dr. Yves Tiberghien, Head of the Institute of Asian Research and Political Science Professor, is
offering an opportunity for students to join him in Chongqing, China for a threeweek course on
the modern Chinese political climate
URO Research Experience Program: Undergraduate Student Recruitment
The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Program is a program for prospective PhD students to conduct
research at an institution in Hong Kong with the support of an annual stipend. More information
can be found here.
The AsiaPacific Youth Organization (APYO) is looking for participants in its 2014 AsiaPacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Beijing. Participants will have the opportunity to
research and discuss regional and global issues with each other. More information and the online
application can be accessed here.
The Japanese Consulate is looking for people who want to work in Japan as either an English
teacher, or for the local government. Applications and more information can be accessed here.

Alumni Spotlight: Melody Pan, B. A. 2014
Every Update we take an Asian Studies Alumnus from
our Asian Studies LinkedIn Group and interview them on
their paths after graduation. This issue we catch up with
Melody Pan. She most recently worked for Bandai Namco
Studios Vancouver (the same company responsible for
Katamari Damacy) and is currently searching for new
opportunities in Japanese translation. We interviewed her in
order to share her experience and lessons.
LinkedIn
1. How did you get your first job after graduating?
I attended the Annual BC Japanese Speech Contest in March,
2014 (thanks Kimsensei) and just happened to be sitting next to someone who worked at
Bandai Namco Studios Vancouver. We spoke briefly about video games and connected on
Facebook. A few months later, he approached me and asked if I would be interested in applying
for their new bilingual office assistant position. Needless to say, I jumped at the opportunity. The
next week, I interviewed with them but ended up not getting the position. They were looking for
someone with more work experience.
However, about a week later, my Bandai Namco friend sent me another message to ask if I
would be interested in becoming a translator for them, instead. Being the ASLC (Japan) graduate
that I was, this sounded like the perfect opportunity for me to put the Japanese skills I acquired
at UBC to good use! I wasted no time in sending him another copy of my resume, which he
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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forwarded to his boss. The company got back to me a few days later to schedule an interview
date.
As this translator position was an unlisted one, it seemed I was going to be among a very small
number of candidates. I was desperate to make things work out, and ended up being a nervous
wreck going into the interview, but the company was pleased with my abilities and I ended up
being hired. However, none of this would have happened if not for my fateful encounter a few
months earlier.
2. What kind of work did you do at Bandai Namco?
I translated documents and interpreted meetings from Japanese to English, as well as English to
Japanese. I’m not allowed to say more!
3. How is the JapaneseEnglish translation industry in Vancouver? Are there a lot of
opportunities? Or is it difficult?
While there aren’t many job postings for inhouse JapaneseEnglish translators here in
Vancouver, this isn’t to say there are no opportunities to do translation. Often times, translation
is a component of another position, such as office assistant or producer. Strictly translator
positions may be shortterm ones, and positions with a translation component are more long
term.
4. What advice would you give to senior students looking for a job?
Go to networking events, do some volunteering. Set up a Linkedin profile and start connecting.
The most important thing is to get out there and not just meet, but engage with lots of people –
tell them a bit about your interests. Sending a resume to a company that has heard of you puts
you ahead. Also, while it is entirely possible that you may not find the perfect job, the perfect job
may find you through your connections.
5. What advice would you give to students hoping to enhance their university
experience? Were there any things that you did that you thought put you ahead?
I’m sure many people think that university is anything but fun, and you’re not wrong! University
in itself is not fun. Rather, it is how you engage with it that dictates whether or not it becomes a
rewarding experience.
My advice is to get out there and get involved! Don’t just join a club and attend their events, see
how you can become someone who plays a part in organizing those events. Also, find out how
you can volunteer at universityrun events. People will appreciate you for the time you spend,
and new opportunities will come knocking. I assure you, this is not something I got out of a
fortune cookie!
During my undergrad years, I was an executive of the Asian Studies Interest Association in
charge of organizing academic events, such as professor luncheons and afternoon tea. I also
attended and volunteered at several Asian Studies Department events throughout the years.
My involvement allowed me to engage with a lot of students, professors, our department,
alumni, and the local community, which subsequently resulted in my first job.
6. What do you have planned next?
I recently finished my inhouse contract at Bandai Namco, and am now involved in a number of
volunteer causes centering on JapanCanada relations. I continue to have ties with Bandai
Namco as a freelance translator, but am always looking for new opportunities to use my skills.
Join our LinkedIn page and start networking with Asian Studies alumni and students >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=635484&q=0&qz=bb2261
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Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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