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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Hindi in History
Talk by Allison Busch (Columbia University)
Much of our understanding of the Mughal period (15261858) has derived from Persian texts
that represent the point of view of empire. The same period saw the rise of Brajbhasha (classical
Hindi) and other vernacular languages. In this talk Professor Busch discusses literary traditions of
memory that were commissioned by regional courts and recorded in early dialects of Hindi. These
beautiful poems have been too little tapped by scholars for either their literary or historical value.
Busch shares some of her approaches to “Hindi in History,” the subject of one of her current
book projects.

Thursday, February 4, 2016
3:30 pm  5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre

2016 Lunar New Year Celebration
The Department of Asian Studies presents our Annual Lunar New Year Celebration, a joyous
opportunity for heritage and nonheritage learners to demonstrate their Chinese language skills
through songs, stories and comical performances. Everyone is invited to join us for our event
featuring the UBC Kung Fu Association performing the lion dance, student performances and a
delicious lunch (only $2)!
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Friday, February 5, 2016
10:00am Lion Dance
10:15am12:30pm Student Performances
12:30pm1:30pm Lunch ($2 while quantities last)
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
This event is free and open to the public.
*Arrive before 10 am to receive a free lunch voucher!
Details >>

2016 BC Japanese Speech Contest  Application Deadline
this Friday!
The Annual British Columbia Japanese Speech Contest is open to British Columbia and Yukon
residents who speak Japanese as a foreign or second language. The 2016 Contest will be held on
Saturday, March 5, 2016 at Halpern Centre, Simon Fraser University.
The deadline for applications is on February 5, 2016 at 5:00 pm.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Saturday, March 5, 2016
10:00 am  5:00 pm
Halpern Centre, Simon Fraser University, 8888 University Dr.
Apply now >>

Mates & Dates
UBC ASIA is hosting a Valentine's event in collaboration with UBC Music Initiative (UMI) and UBC
Jazz Café on Friday, February 12th from 6:30  9:00 PM at Room 200 (Party Room) located at
the SUB! Meet new people, make new friends, and perhaps even a date for that special day!
There will be live musical performances as well as light refreshments available. The dress code is
"dress to impress" and RSVP is required and can be found at their Facebook event page.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Friday, February 12, 2016
6:30 pm  9:00 pm
Room 200, UBC Student Union Building
Check out their Facebook page >>

Upcoming Film Screening: Buddhist Art: A Fragile
Inheritance
Talk by Professor David Park (Director of The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation
Centre for Buddhist Art and Conservation)

The spread of Buddhism from India throughout Asia has left a legacy of truly great art. This
sumptuous new film by awardwinning filmmakers Mark Stewart Productions tells the story of
that fragile inheritance through the treasures of Bhutan and Ladakh in the Himalayas and the
Dunhuang Grottoes on the Silk Road in China. Efforts to save valuable wall paintings in these
regions are contrasted with imminent threats of fire, flood, tourists, and devotional practice.
The film focuses on the conservation work undertaken by the Courtauld Institute of Art
(University of London) in collaboration with the Dunhuang Academy, Getty Conservation
Institute and Bhutan’s Department of Culture. It also highlights the Courtauld’s efforts to
promote awareness and understanding of the issues involved in conserving Buddhist art,
through teaching and through the Buddhist Art Forum, a major conference sponsored by The
Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation.
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
6 pm
Frederic Wood Theatre, 6354 Crescent Rd

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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More about the film screening >>

Do Virtual Earthquakes Still Shake Us to the Core?
Simulating Survival in Japan’s Disaster Report Video
Game
Talk by Ben Whaley (Ph.D. student, UBC Asian Studies)

This talk asks the question whether a video game might help us better understand the trauma
of another through an analysis of the PlayStation 2 game Zettaizetsumei Toshi (2002, Disaster
Report, 2003). In the game, players must use limited resources to escape from an earthquake
and tsunamistricken Japanese city, while rescuing other survivors and crafting tools for
survival. Ian Bogost (2011) argues that if video games are to foster empathy for realworld
situations, then players should be cast as the “downtrodden.”
Ben Whaley introduces the idea of “limited engagement” or a form of operationalized weakness
in which the game design intentionally subtracts ingame skills and items in order to
communicate a sense of vulnerability and victimhood to the player. He also discusses disaster
photography within the video game and how its presence within a larger interactive framework
might prompt a stronger empathetic engagement with representational media.
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
12:30 pm 1:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
More information about this event >>

(In)visible Forum: Art and Religious Diversity in Taiwan
We explore the theme of art and religious diversity in Taiwan in relation to the (In)visible
exhibition with UBC colleagues. Join us for discussion and a tour of the exhibition with the
speakers and the curator. The department's very own Alison Bailey and Josephine ChiuDuke will
be speaking at the talks.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Friday, February 26, 2016
2:30 pm –4:30 pm
Michael Ames Theatre, MOA
Free event with museum admission
Program details >>

2016 BC Korean Speech Contest
The Department of Asian Studies at the University of British Columbia and the Consulate General
of the Republic of Korea in Vancouver are pleased to host the ‘2016 British Columbia Korean
Speech Contest.’ We welcome your interest and look forward to your participation in the contest.
Deadline for submissions is February 29th, 2016.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Sunday, March 19, 2016
1:00 pm  5:00 pm
Liu Institute for Global Studies
The application and contest details >>

Digital Textualities in South Asia: A Research
Symposium

How might new technologies help us preserve and make better sense of the vast but vulnerable
textual cultures of the predigital age? The question is especially pertinent to the study of South
Asia, which boasts some of the largest, oldest, and most diverse collections of premodern
writings in the world, but which has also recently experienced breathtaking technological growth.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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This research symposium at UBC will bring together leading international scholars who are
actively adopting and developing digital technologies for the study of South Asian textual
cultures, in order to share insights, tools, and techniques, to propose broader research questions,
and to chart future directions for collaborative inquiry.
Friday, March 4, 2016  Saturday, March 5, 2016
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
All sessions are free and open to the general public
More information here >>

In the News: "Cantonese still thriving in Metro
Vancouver despite wave of Mandarinspeaking
immigrants"

Raymond Pai, Asian Studies Instructor, is photographed teaching one of his Cantonese language
courses at UBC
"Cantonese is currently spoken by somewhere between 60 million and 100 million people, most
notably by people in Hong Kong, Macau, Guangdong province, and many overseas communities.
But Cantonesespeaking academics fear the language is under threat and could disappear in 50
to 100 years, said UBC linguistics researcher and PhD candidate Zoe Waiman Lam. The debate
over UBC’s Cantonese classes reflect some of the underlying emotions..." Vancouver Sun
Read the article here >>
Learn more about our Cantonese Program >>

Photos: 2016 Japanese Program Karaoke Night
On January 29 the Japanese Language Programme hosted a very successful Karaoke Night.
Featuring 21 performers and 2 MCs, all of whom are current JAPN students, the event was
attended by a large and enthusiastic audience who showed their support for the talented and
energetic singers, who all performed in Japanese. There were two main prizes: an audience
choice award and an instructor’s choice award, plus participation prizes for the singers. The
audience and performers enjoyed snacks and socialized after the show.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Our Japanese teaching faculty and Asian Studies staff

Students enjoy the appetizers. Itadakimasu!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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A huge shoutout to everyone who participated in Karaoke night!

See more photos of the event online >>

Student Opportunities

Get Involved in the External Review of the Department
of Asian Studies
The Department of Asian Studies is currently undergoing an external review. These reviews,
which occur every five years, have a dual purpose:
(1) Evaluate the teaching, research, production, creative activities, infrastructure support, and
the achievement of your unit’s goals in a broad disciplinary contest; and
(2) Offer an opportunity for your unit to state its needs, garner support, upgrade, and effect
constructive change.
We highly encourage Asian Studies students to participate in the review by providing written
submissions to the review committee. Your cooperation and opinion can be beneficial to both you
and the Department of Asian Studies.
Your personal statements are intended only for the review committee, the Dean of Arts, and the
Provost, and it is the policy of the University to treat them as confidential, personal statements.
Under Freedom of Information legislation the University may be required to disclose the
substance of any statement, but will do so only when that can be done without identifying the
writer.
Individual submissions should be signed, limited to two pages, and mailed or hand delivered to
Mary Lynn Young, Associate Dean, Communications and Strategy, in the Dean's Office. The
deadline for submissions is February 25, 2016.

Other Opportunities:
Call for Papers  The Asian Conference on Education 2016
2016 Chinese Government Scholarship Program
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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leMook Magazine Writing Contest
Call for Kimono Models
Operation Groundswell  Backpacking with a Purpose
2016 MEXT Japanese Studies Scholarship – Application Open
Mitacs is now accepting applications for competitive international research opportunities,
including student travel to and from Canada. The deadline to apply is March 4, 2016, at 5 p.m.
PST.
UN Official Languages Student Essay Competition

OnCampus Events
Thursday, February 4, 2016
Research priorities for the settlement and integration of Syrian refugees in Canada
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Multipurpose Room, Liu Institute for Global Issues
Friday, February 5, 2016
Japanese Rare Books Workshop: A material introduction to the history of Japanese books
10:00 am  3:00 pm
Room 301, Lillooet Room, Irving K. Barber Learning Centre, 1961 East Mall
Thursday, February 11, 2016
Digital Diplomacy Strategy: Are Canadians Engaged?
3:00 pm  4:30 pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Friday, February 26, 2016
“Can the Subaltern Bark? Dogs, Japan, and the Making of the Modern Imperial World”
12:30 pm 2:00 pm
Buchanan Tower 1197
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
“Planning for Smart Cities in Japan”
12:30 pm 2:00 pm
C.K. Choi Room 120
Thursday, March 3, 2016
"Explaining the Persistence of Supplementary Education in East Asia: The case of Japan”
3:00 pm
C.K. Choi Room 120
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
Recognising the 5th Anniversary of March 11th, 2011, Great East Japan Earthquake, Tsunami
and Fukushima Nuclear Power Accident
12:00 pm 2:00 pm
C.K. Choi Room 120
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
Documentary (45 mins) screening: "Nuclear Japan/No Clear Japan (2015)” with English
subtitles. Directed by Hiroyuki Kawai (Lawyer and Filmmaker, University of Tokyo).
4:00 pm  6:00 pm
Asian Centre Room 604

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it might be featured in the next Update coming out in January!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=764290&q=0&qz=c54291
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Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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