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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Annual Chinese Lunar New Year's Celebration!
The Department of Asian Studies presents their Annual Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration, a
joyous opportunity for heritage and nonheritage learners to demonstrate their Chinese
language skills through songs, stories and comical performances. In conjunction with the main
event, we will also offer Chinese cultural activities and food for everyone to enjoy.

Friday, February 13th, 2015
10am – 3:30pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
More details are available on the Asian Studies website>>

2015 Asian Studies Career Night
Are you interested in finding out what careers exist in Asian Studies? Annually, we invite some of
our most notable alumni back to UBC just to answer your questions and share their stories
about what they did after graduating. Our Careers Nights are famous for our free and
scrumptious catered dinners, invaluable advice from our amazing alumni, and our awesome free
Asian Studies swag!
Short bios for the alumni as well as an RSVP form are available here.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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Tuesday, February 3rd, 2015
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Open to students who have declared or are interested in declaring a major in Asian Studies.
More information and RSVP

UBC Asia Academic Department Professor Luncheon
Event Series
The UBC Asian Studies Interest Association’s Academic Department will be hosting a series of
catered Professor Luncheon (ProfLunch) events for students to meet the Asia Department’s
lovely professors! Events will be conducted monthly and will feature a different professor each
time. If you’ve ever wanted to ask professors about things like their courses, careers and
research, then these events will be great for you!

Dr. Bruce Fulton – Associate Professor – Korean Literature and Literary Translation
Monday, February 23rd, 2015
12:30  1:30pm
RSVP Deadline: Friday, February 20th
Dr. Don Baker – Professor – Korean History and Civilization
Tuesday, March 17th, 2015
12:30  1:30pm
RSVP Deadline: Saturday, March 14th
RSVP and find more information here>>

Public Lecture: Buddhism and Gagaku
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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The Department will soon be hosting Dr. LeRon Harrison for a lecture on Buddhism and Gagaku.
Gagaku is the music of the Japanese court, and like Buddhism, was imported into Japan from
the Asian continent. Dr. Harrison himself has been playing gagaku for 11 years, and his lecture
will focus on Japanese Court Poetry and its appropriation of Chinese poetics.

Thursday, February 5th, 2015
4:00  5:30pm
CK Choi 120, 1855 West Mall, Vancouver

UBC ASIA Club's Annual Professor Tea
The UBC Asian Studies Interest Association (ASIA) would like to invite you to our annual
Professor Tea event! This is a great opportunity to reconnect with Asian Studies undergraduates,
graduates and faculty and discuss ideas, experiences, and potential future opportunities in a
casual setting. Refreshments will be provided.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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Tuesday, February 10, 2015
2:00  4:00pm
Free for ASIA Club members, $2 for nonmembers
RSVP requested.
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Find more information and RSVP here>>

Press Start UBC: Culture, Industry and Innovation in
Japanese Gaming
The Centre for Japanese Research will be hosting a twoday conference on Japanese video
gaming. The event will bring together scholars, players, and game industry representatives for a
wide variety of panels and discussions relating to Japanese gaming culture.
Press Start is completely free and open to the public with RSVP!

Friday, February 27th, 2015
C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Coffee and pastries at 8:30, welcome address at 9:00 am
Schedule for Day 1
Saturday, February 28th, 2015
Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Keynote speech beings at 10:00 am
Schedule for Day 2
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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Visit the Conference website for more information>>

Dr. Christopher Rea's new book is out!
The Department's own Professor Christopher Rea has a new book available via UBC Press.
Titled The Business of Culture, it documents 10 interlinked case studies of "cultural
entrepreneurs" in China and Southeast Asia during the late nineteenth to early 20th century.
The authors introduce the reader to the three archetypes of cultural entrepreneurs that
emerged during this timethe cultural personality, the tycoon, and the collective enterprise.

The Business of Culture is available through UBC Press.

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, February 3rd, 2015
What Did Panasonic Learn in China? Japanese Electronics Firms and the Greater China Market
12:30  1:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Friday, February 6th, 2015
Centre for Japanese Research Open House
4:30  6:30
Lounge, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Tuesday, February 10th, 2015
Modern Japanese Buddhism
12:30  1:30
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Monday, March 2nd, 2015
The Future of Japan's National Security and Defense
1:00  5:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Thursday, March 5th, 2015
2015 Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program, which will feature Punjabi theatre activist, Samuel
John.
Details: TBA
Friday, March 6th, 2015
The South Asia Conference of the Pacific Northwest will be hosted by UBC, with a special lecture
by Canadian author Shauna Singh Baldwin.
Details: TBA

OffCampus Events
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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Saturday, February 28th, 2015
The Consulate General of Japan & TomoeArts Present: Continuity & Connection
(Tickets available here)
7:30 pm
Koerner Recital Hall, Vancouver Academy of Music, 1270 Chestnut Street, Vancouver
Friday, March 20th, 2015
Think Global, Link Local
8:00  11:00 am
Floata Seafood Restaurant, 180 Keefer Street #400, Vancouver

Student Opportunities
2015 MEXT Japanese Studies Scholarship  Application Forms Available
AsiaPacific Peace Research Association (APPRA) with the endorsement by the International
Peace Research Association (IPRA) is delighted to announce their next conference shall be held in
Kathmandu, Nepal on October 911, 2015.
Are you looking to fulfill an upper level arts/history requirement this summer? If you are
interested in traveling, food, heritage, culture, architecture, history, filmmaking and/or
geography, this GoGlobal Group Study program could be for you.
Strength in Unity Research Project is looking for participants for mental health workshops for a
research studies. Click for further information.
No plans for Reading Week? Volunteer to participate in a 3day community project at a local
school or nonprofit organization! 17 different project themes are available, so you're sure to
find something that aligns with your interests.
Barker Award for Undergraduate Travel to Conferences: Request for Nominations. If you have
any nominees for this award, please send the 1) name and student number of the student you
wish to nominate, 2) information about the conference at which the student will be presenting a
paper, including the title of the paper and confirmation that it has been accepted for
presentation. (A link to the conference program would be acceptable.) and 3) a brief statement
(23 sentences) about why this student deserves consideration and support to Lois Nightingale.
Call for Papers: International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities

Alumni Spotlight: Shirley Nakata, BA' 84
Shirley Nakata is the Ombudsperson for Students at
UBC. She has worked as a litigator in private practice, in
the human rights, and professional regulatory fields
before taking her current position at UBC in 2009. Shirley
will be one of our guest alumni for this year's Asian
Studies Careers Night.
Could you go into some detail about your career
path until now?
I’m the Ombudsperson for Students at UBC, an office that
was established in 2009 to ensure that students are
treated fairly in every aspect of their university life. I’m
also UBC alumnus – graduating with a BA with a double
major in Japanese language and Political Science and then
with an LLB.
Although I never intended to pursue the practice of law, I
articled and, after getting called to the Bar, was in private
practice for a few years. I then went to the Canadian
Human Rights Commission and worked as a human rights
investigator. After the federal government decided to centralize the Commission’s services, I
worked as the Director of Professional Conduct at the BC College of Teachers, the then licensing
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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body for teachers in BC, where I oversaw the disciplinary process. I was there for about 13 years
before coming to UBC to establish the Ombuds Office.
How did you get your first job after graduating?
After graduating with my BA, I went to Japan as I wanted to take a year out before starting law
school. I had quite a few friends who moved to Japan after graduating from UBC so I had a bit of
a network, along with the Japanese exchange students whom I met and became good friends
with at UBC. I didn’t have a job before I left Canada; I arrived in Tokyo and started looking
through newspapers to find a job. I didn’t want to teach English, so I applied for and got a job
supporting Japanese business people whose companies were sponsoring them to obtain their
MBA’s abroad. It was a small school in Kanda – it was great fun for a year (I did end up teaching
a few classes!).
How has an Asian Studies degree helped you in your endeavors?
My studies in Japanese language, history, politics and literature gave me both a broader and
deeper perspective into my own heritage – which is why I decided to do one of my majors in
Asian Studies. Studies in a language in particular provide you with a window into culture in a
way that cannot be matched.
Having a second language is always a boost in finding a job – whether it’s a parttime job to
support you through school or for your professional career. Employers appreciate the value of
individuals who have understanding and insight into another culture and the ability to
communicate and navigate across cultural boundaries.
Are there any opportunities in your field?
My current field in ombudsmanship is a very broad one which seems to attract people from a
widerange of skills, education and experience. I chose this particular position because I was
interested in applying my legal skills in helping to build the fairest environment possible for
students at UBC. As it was also my alma mater, I was very keen on giving back to an educational
institution that provided me with the opportunities for my personal and intellectual discovery and
growth.
Being an ombudsperson is about being an advocate for fairness and for resolution of conflict in
the most informal and effective manner possible. There are ombudspersons in various levels of
government, in corporate as well as educational bodies and in international agencies like the
United Nations. I’d recommend it for anyone who is interested in working to foster both the
individual and institutional capacity to build respectful, fair and equitable environments.
What can students/recent graduates do to get a foot in your industry?
Some faculties as well as the AMS at UBC have student ombudsperson positions, so that is a
great way to learn the trade. For anyone who has an interest in social justice issues, fairness as
the broader principle can manifest in many different ways and in many different disciplines. I’d
recommend taking a look at the curriculum in faculties like Education, Law, Social Work, etc.
In your field what does a typical entry level position entail?
It all depends on the particular office – whether it’s in an academic, corporate or government
setting. An entry level position could be an ombuds officer or an assistant ombudsperson, but it
could also be an ombudsperson position as well. The Ombudsperson for BC has a good sized staff
in Victoria and there are opportunities to work in different aspects of ombudsmanship – intake,
informal resolution, investigation, and research.
Where can students go to network?
There are many professional networks for ombudspersons. Some are academic, while others are
broader and are umbrella organizations for ombudspersons in all fields; some are local or national
while others are international.
Do you have any other advice that you would like to impart to students/recent
graduates?
I say pretty much the same thing when I’m talking to students: maximize your experience at
university by creating and forging strong and positive relationships with fellow students, UBC
staff and faculty. Don’t put too much emphasis on the academic side of things, don’t stress too
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=654016&q=0&qz=992ca8
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much over marks. If you are smart enough and hardworking enough to get into UBC, then you
will do fine academically if you continue on that course. This is the time to explore, take risks and
be enriched by the diversity that surrounds you on this campus. Don’t focus on the job that
you’ll need to find once you graduate. Follow your passion and what gets you excited – it will
take you to the places that will bring you the most joy and fulfillment.
Learn more about our Asian Studies Careers Night here >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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