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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

11th Annual Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration!
The Department of Asian Studies at the University of British Columbia presents their Annual
Chinese Lunar New Year Celebration, a joyous opportunity for heritage and nonheritage learners
to demonstrate their Chinese language skills through songs, stories and comical performances.

Friday, February 7th, 2014
Time: 10:00am – 12:45pm (Main Event)
Place: Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
The Asian Library will also be collaborating with us to host this event with special exhibits being
held from 10:00 am  4:00pm.
event schedule >>

Alumni Announced for Asian Studies Careers Night 2014!
Annually, we invite some of our most notable alumni back to UBC. Our Careers Nights are
famous for our free and scrumptious catered dinners, invaluable advice from our amazing
alumni, and our awesome free Asian Studies swag!
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Tuesday, February 4th, 2014
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
RSVP by Monday, February 3rd at 12:00pm
Open to students who have declared or are interested in declaring a major in Asian Studies.
Alumni Speakers include:
Patrick McCleery, BA '97, is a business development professional
that specializes in building distribution networks in Asia. He is
employed with HEXONET Services Inc. (Vancouver), a leading
wholesale domain name registrar with strong ties to Asia. Patrick
studied in Japan on a Monbusho (Japan Ministry of Education)
scholarship. After graduating from UBC, he worked at a market
research agency in Tokyo.

Christine Park, BA ’11, is currently a Program Assistant at the Asia
Pacific Foundation of Canada – a nonprofit think tank on CanadaAsia
affairs.Prior to working at the Foundation, she has worked as a Border
Services Officer and as a Research Analyst at the Ministry of Health
Services.

Gordan Djurdjevic, Ph.D. ‘ 05, is currently teaching at the
University of British Columbia and continues to research and write on
the subject of comparative esotericism. His book India and the Occult:
The Influence of South Asian Spirituality on Modern Western
Occultism is forthcoming from Palgrave Macmillan.

more alumni speakers & registration >>

CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series Starts Tomorrow!
UBC’s Centre for Japanese Research Lunchtime Lecture Series (LLS) presents a lineup of
stimulating talks from scholars and graduate students (a handful coming from UBC Asian
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Studies) on a wide variety of Japanrelated research topics. Please bring your lunch and join us
for any or all of this spring’s lineup.

Wednesday, January 15th, 2014
Through the Kaleidoscope: Uchiyama Bookstore and SinoJapanese Visionaries in War and Peace
Time: 121:30pm
Location: 1871 West Mall , Asian Centre, Room 604
Professor: Dr. Naoko Kato (U of Texas at Austin, Independent Scholar)
Wednesday, February 5, 2014
Shaking up the Syllabus: Observations on the Use of Experiential Learning in the Literature
Classroom
Time: 12:00  1:30 pm
Location: 1871 West Mall, Asian Centre, Room 604
Professor: Dr. Stefania Burk
CJR website >>

Asian Studies Graduate Conference Call for Papers

We invite submissions for the UBC Asian Studies Graduate Student Conference, which will be
held at the UBC Asian Centre on Saturday, April 5th, 2014. As one of the largest and most
recognized Asian Studies departments in Canada, we hope to foster multiregional and
interdisciplinary discussion while providing students with an opportunity to present their research
and exchange ideas with their peers and UBC faculty members.
We seek papers from graduate students engaged in Asian area studies in all levels and disciplines
that engage “Asia” without necessarily being tethered to any one geographical, temporal or
cultural framework. We encourage a variety of methodologies and approaches including (but not
limited to) history, art, literature, linguistics, religion, political science, and gender studies.
requirements >>

Diseases and Healing in Korean History
Dr. Baker, one of our faculty members, will be holding a symposium in February on the history of
medicine in Korea.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=525098&q=0&qz=13bb8b

3/8

11/30/2016

The Update  January 14th

Wednesday, February 12, 2014
Time: 2:00  4:00 pm
Location: 1871 West Mall, Asian Centre, Room 604
Free & open to the public
topics and speakers >>

Dr. Ross King on CBC Radio – Interview about the Future
Cantonese Studies Program
Back in October 2013, Gage Avrill, Dean of Arts, announced a $2,000,000 donation to sponsor
the development of a Cantonese Studies program at UBC. The program will include first and
secondyear Cantonese language courses, along with courses in the history and culture of the
Cantonesespeaking region, and is an extraordinarily generous gift by brothers Alex and Chi
Shum Watt.
On January 3rd Dr. Ross King, Head of the Department of Asian Studies, was invited to CBC radio
to discuss the Cantonese language and the University’s plans for the future program.
interview >>

It's a Girl!
Jasmine Sandher, one of our graduate students, has given birth to a baby girl! Born on
Wednesday, January 1st, and weighing in at 7lbs, 6oz the baby's name is Nile Kaur Sandher! She
is Fraser Health Hospital's first new year baby for 2014.

Exhibition at the Rococo Gallery
Anne Murphy, Assistant Professor and Chair of Punjabi Language and Literature and Sikh
Studies recently curated an exhibition in Bangalore of work related to the Komagata Maru, done
by students at Srishti School of Art, Design and Technology.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=525098&q=0&qz=13bb8b
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The students learned about the Komagata Maru incident and designed and produced the
backdrops and scenery that will be used for a production in May 2014 at UBC and in Surrey
about theatrical representations related to the incident. Students produced individual and small
group works of art in response to the incident and its ongoing significance.

Gallery Images >>

OnCampus Events
Wednesday, January 15, 2014
Wangshe  Graduate Chinese Studies Peer Review Group
Time: 12:30  2:00 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsor: Centre for Chinese Research
Tuesday, January 21, 2014
Gender, Multiculturalism, and Representative Democracy in Japan: political identity and
corporeality
Time: 4:005:30pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsors: Institute of Asian Research and Centre for Japanese Research
Wednesday, January 22, 2014
The Implications of the Third Plenum of the 18th Party Congress
Time: 12:30  2:00 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsor: Centre for Chinese Research
Thursday, January 30, 2014
Rebellion and Repression in China, 19661971
Time: 12:30  2:00 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsors: The Institute of Asian Research, Centre for Chinese Research, and the Departments of
Political Science and Sociology, UBC
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=525098&q=0&qz=13bb8b
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Friday, January 31, 2014
Paying the Price for Political Connections: Corporate Restructuring in China
Time: 4:00  5:30 pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsors: The Institute of Asian Research, Centre for Chinese Research, and the Departments of
Political Science and Sociology, UBC

OffCampus Events
Made in TaiwanOriginal and Exquisite Beauty of Taiwan's Art January 2 January 28, 2014
Ukiyoe Spectacular: Japanese Woodblock Prints from the 1800s January 10 March 22, 2014
Seminar: Explore Public Policy Issues Saturday, February 1, 2014

Student Opportunities
Queer U  Call for Submissions
25th IPRA General Conference Call for Papers
Sociology 495: Contemporary Chinese Society  Seats still available!
Tandem UBC Language Exchange Program

Alumnus Profile  Gary Towne
Gary Towne, BA ’93, works in ESL for Asian immigrants. After graduation, he taught in Indonesia
for a year, and much later, in China for 3 years. Currently living in Vancouver he is looking at
some entrepreneurial possibilities in China, some with current and former students of his.

Gary Towne
ESL teacher/ tutor
BA ’93 in Asian Studies and International
Relations
TEFL ’96

Please tell us a bit about yourself.
Where do you live? What are you
currently doing?
I am working in ESL for Asian immigrants,
my main field since my days at UBC in the
early 1990s. After graduation, I was
teaching in Indonesia for a year, and much
later, in China for 3 years. In between and
afterwards, I was teaching at various
private ESL schools in Greater Vancouver
for a dozen years, plus tutoring and
proofreading on the side. Recently, since
my return from China just before the Olympics (not a coincidence), I have been weaning
myself off of ESL and am working in an unrelated service field in Vancouver while looking at
some entrepreneurial possibilities in China, some with current and former students of mine.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=525098&q=0&qz=13bb8b
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What brought you to study Asian Studies at UBC?
This being an academic, nonjobspecific study, my classmates joined for many different
reasons and with widely different aspirations and abilities. Like many, I joined out of general
interest, having first gained a love of learning and an appreciation of Asian cultures from my
mom, who was a voracious reader and a frustrated armchair traveler. That general interest had
been greatly intensified by my participation in an 8month Canada World Youth program to
Indonesia in 198586, about which I wrote some articles for a local newspaper in my
hometown. I was hoping to develop a career in an embassy or in third world development
programs, so I joined the Pacific Rim program at Langara, and then transferred to UBC to
continue my studies. My highlights there included working with the Japanese foreign students,
going on field trips with professors, organizing other cultural field trips myself for the classes,
and finally, joining the Asia Pacific Study Tour with the prof, and then writing articles about it
for the Pacific Rim magazine.
What were some of your highlights at UBC?
I chose not to live on campus, but I was heavily involved in extracurricular activities on and off
campus that complemented and supplemented my academic studies, such as the
(unfortunately now defunct) Pacific Rim Club, where I organized the first two Greater
Vancouver annual Chinese speech contests. Besides that, it was a thrill to be surrounded by
smart people who were in class because they wanted to be there, and getting to know many
students and profs from such diverse backgrounds. I also loved frequenting the libraries, Asian
Centre, volunteering in international conferences and cultural presentations, and developing
several endearing and enduring friendships and contacts. Also while at UBC, I received two
scholarships for language and immersion programs: one in Indonesia and another in Québec.
Meanwhile, I became heavily involved in the local Chinese and Indonesian communities, such
as ethnic/linguisticbased churches, consulates, student groups, and even performing arts
groups, such as an Indonesian pop band and a Sumatran dance troupe, and later, in gamelan
and Javanese dance groups and a kung fu school. It was all part of my “Jedi training,” an
expression I tell my kids when I try to teach them to do more than what is simply required of
them.
What did you do after graduation?
After graduation, I was frustrated with both the American Foreign Service and Canadian
External Affairs entrance exam (I am a dual citizen), that are focused more on recent news
trivia than on anything useful or relevant that I learned at UBC. Disillusioned and disappointed,
and deciding that I was probably overromanticizing such a post anyway, I turned to ESL
because I was already familiar and experienced with tutoring, due to helping many
international students at school. Teaching overseas was a natural choice, as I could then also
develop a more intensive and prolonged experience in the countries that I had been most
studying. My first real teaching job was in Indonesia for a year. I continued with this as a
career when I came back to Vancouver, taking the TEFL program at UBC, and getting into
progressively bigger and better schools, the climax of which was a position in northeast China
with Capilano College’s joint venture program there, where I stayed for 3 years. Since
returning, I have been trying to get out of teaching/ tutoring/ proofreading and more into
international business or maybe even go back toward my previous goal of writing.
What do you think about teaching?
Although it is not a prerequisite, I think any language teacher should first have been a
language student and traveler in order both to better understand and explain one’s own
language, as well as to better respect and sympathize with the students. Teaching locally is like
traveling, without all the hotel bills and expensive airplane tickets. Of course, to develop a
lasting and professional career in the field, you must have a degree in education.
How is working and living abroad as a foreigner?
Having been an expat a few years, and having observed many expats, I can say that, as
opposed to just traveling abroad to get a superficial tourist experience, living abroad is not for
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=525098&q=0&qz=13bb8b
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everyone, as this experience demands as much as it offers. Even when I joined Canada World
Youth 2 decades ago, the screening process was rigorous in order to select participants that
would benefit the most (i.e. not crack up or cause problems or embarrass Canada, but rather
do something useful with the experience). All the more so it should be for adults; a prolonged
sojourn overseas is not only the best education and the most lifealtering or enhancing
experience, but also demands a lot of respect for other peoples and cultures, a lot of flexibility
and humility. Indeed, I often felt compelled to apologize to our Indonesian or Chinese hosts or
colleagues on behalf of other expats who could give foreigners a bad name. Just as when you
marry, you are marrying your spouse’s whole family and culture, when you travel, the cultural
experience is a twoway street, as the traveler is a cultural ambassador of his/her (perceived)
country and culture of origin.
Any specific advice for current students or for alumni going abroad?
While at school, don’t just STUDY a foreign language and culture, but LIVE it and make it your
own. Join as many social groups that you can find that bear any relevance to your specific
study. I also recommend taking a second major or at least a minor in a less academic, more
pragmatic field that can be compatible with Asian Studies, such as business, education,
computing, etc. I often tell my students and sons that if you only do what your teachers tell
you to do, that is the minimum; always try to do more than what is expected. Good marks are,
of course, important, but not as important as what you learn: academically, socially, internally,
emotionally, and personally. And when you travel, as you should, do behave yourself, and show
respect and appreciation and humility!
more alumni spotlights >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email
to oliver.mann@ubc.ca
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All past newsletters may be found here
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