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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

2016 Lunar New Year Celebration
The Department of Asian Studies presents our Annual Lunar New Year Celebration, a joyous
opportunity for heritage and nonheritage learners to demonstrate their Chinese language skills
through songs, stories and comical performances. Everyone is invited to join us for our event
featuring the UBC Kung Fu Association performing the lion dance, student performances and a
delicious lunch (only $2)!

Friday, February 5, 2016
10:00am Lion Dance
10:15am12:30pm Student Performances
12:30pm1:30pm Lunch ($2 while quantities last)
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
This event is free and open to the public.

Photos and Video: The 2016 John Howes Lecture in
Japanese Studies
Thank you to all who attended this year’s lecture and for making it our highest attended John
Howes Lecture to date. Guest Speaker Dr. Norma Field gave an enlightening lecture that
revealed the devastating reality of the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster – a reality which was
reinforced by the presence of Fukushima and Chernobyl residents in the audience. A gallery of
photos and the lecture in its entirety is now available for viewing on our website.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370

1/12

11/23/2016

The Update  January 21st

Guest Speaker Dr. Norma Field

John Howes (sitting down in center) surrounded by Asian Studies faculty, alumni, friends, and
family

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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This year's lecture was very well attended
See photos and video of the lecture online >>

Making and Defending Sacred Space: Parasols in
Dunhuang Buddhist Rituals
Talk by Yu Xin (Professor of Medieval Chinese History at Fudan University)

The author investigated all manuscripts concerning parasols, mainly focusing on “Liturgies for
Installing Parasols” from Dunhuang. He argues that parasols served as special ritual instruments
for guarding the local community. The sacred power of parasols was based on the apotheosis of
their practical function of shielding and protecting and was enhanced by the beliefs and practices
associated with the Mother of Buddhas with Great White Canopy in late Tang and Five Dynasties.
Installing parasols or carrying them in a procession around the city was equivalent to delimiting a
boundary, setting up a defense, and creating a sanctuary.
Thursday, January 21, 2016
3:30 pm  5:00 pm
Asian Library, Room 506, 1871 West Mall, BC, V6T1Z2
More information about this talk >>

How Huang Zunxian Helped CanadianChinese in an Age
of Chinese Exclusion (18821885)
Talk by J. D. Schmidt

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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The great poet, diplomat, and reformer Huang Zunxian (1848
1905) is one of the most widely studied figures of nineteenth
century China, but so far little has been written about his
activities in the United States during his period of service as
the Chinese ConsulGeneral in San Francisco (18821885).
This talk will make use of published and manuscript
documents to show how Huang managed to provide
assistance to CanadianChinese travelers who had to pass
through U.S. Customs in San Francisco, just after the signing
of the Chinese Exclusion Act by the U.S. President in 1882.
Monday, Jan 25, 2016
12 pm – 2 pm
Room 604, Asian Center, 1871 West Mall
Register for the talk here >>

"Pus Flowing from Rotten Ulcers," and Other Love
Poems: The Depoliticization of Faiz Ahmed Faiz
Talk by Sara Hakeem Grewal
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Comparative Literature, University of Michigan
Although Faiz Ahmed Faiz (19111984)a highly acclaimed and widely translated Urdu poet
was a political activist deeply committed to the Marxist cause, his poetry is often read as purely
lyrical, divorced from the political attachments of its author. Indeed, while during his lifetime Faiz
spent five years in prison for revolutionary and antigovernment activity in Pakistan, he has
posthumously received the highest civilian award for contribution to Pakistani national culture.
How do we reconcile this contradiction in Faiz's reception as political activist versus (national)
poet? In this talk, I show how the interpretive frames of oral performance, translation, and world
literature have led to the depoliticization of Faiz's oeuvre, ultimately situating this phenomenon
within the broader historical context of the canonization of Urdu poetry in South Asia.

Tuesday, January 26th, 2016
3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

Upcoming Job Talk: Eiji Okawa
Eiji Okawa, a PhD candidate in our department, has an oncampus interview for a
teaching position. Congrats Eiji! To help him get ready, he’s giving a practice job talk next week.
We hope that many of you will be able to attend to hear about Eiji’s research and to give him
feedback in preparation for the interview. The
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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feedback in preparation for the interview. The
topic is TBA.
Thursday, January 28, 2016
2:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

Asian New Year's Festival
Celebrate the new year with us at the Asian New
Year's Festival presented by UBC ASIA, UBC JA, and UBC CSA! It will be an unforgettable evening
with activities and food related to different Asian cultures! There will be over fifteen different
minigames and foodmaking workshops, as well as the main event  a show that pits performers
against each other in a grand showcase of talents in celebration of the New Year. We hope to see
everyone there as this year will be bigger and better than ever before!

Thursday, January 28, 2016
6:00 pm
AMS Student Nest, 6133 University Boulevard
UBC ASIA's Facebook page >>

Japanese Program Karaoke Night
LET’S SING JAPANESE SONGS TOGETHER!!!
The Japanese Program welcomes its students to a oneofakind karaoke competition on Friday,
January 29th at 5 PM.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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Friday, January 29, 2016
5:00 pm  8:00 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

Upcoming Film Screening: Buddhist Art: A Fragile
Inheritance
Talk by Professor David Park (Director of The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation
Centre for Buddhist Art and Conservation)

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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The spread of Buddhism from India throughout Asia has left a legacy of truly great art. This
sumptuous new film by awardwinning filmmakers Mark Stewart Productions tells the story of
that fragile inheritance through the treasures of Bhutan and Ladakh in the Himalayas and the
Dunhuang Grottoes on the Silk Road in China. Efforts to save valuable wall paintings in these
regions are contrasted with imminent threats of fire, flood, tourists, and devotional practice.
The film focuses on the conservation work undertaken by the Courtauld Institute of Art
(University of London) in collaboration with the Dunhuang Academy, Getty Conservation
Institute and Bhutan’s Department of Culture. It also highlights the Courtauld’s efforts to
promote awareness and understanding of the issues involved in conserving Buddhist art,
through teaching and through the Buddhist Art Forum, a major conference sponsored by The
Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation.
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
6 pm
Frederic Wood Theatre, 6354 Crescent Rd

Digital Textualities in South Asia: A Research
Symposium

How might new technologies help us preserve and make better sense of the vast but vulnerable
textual cultures of the predigital age? The question is especially pertinent to the study of South
Asia, which boasts some of the largest, oldest, and most diverse collections of premodern
writings in the world, but which has also recently experienced breathtaking technological growth.
This research symposium at UBC will bring together leading international scholars who are
actively adopting and developing digital technologies for the study of South Asian textual
cultures, in order to share insights, tools, and techniques, to propose broader research questions,
and to chart future directions for collaborative inquiry.
Friday, March 4, 2016  Saturday, March 5, 2016
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
All sessions are free and open to the general public
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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More information here >>

Ross King in the News: Mandarinlanguage classes
growing in popularity in Metro Vancouver
"At UBC’s Continuing Studies program, which offers noncredit courses for adult students,
Mandarin ranks second among the school’s most popular foreign language courses, behind only
French and ahead of Spanish."

See the full story here >>

Present at the 2016 Asian Studies Graduate Student
Conference!
Just like last year, all participants will be able to present on any topics related to Asia for 5 to 10
minutes. There will also be time reserved for questions and discussion afterward. Anyone is
welcome to participate and we are looking forward to receiving your proposals!

If you are presenting at the 2016 AAS or any upcoming conference, this would also be a good
opportunity for you to rehearse your presentation in front of a friendly audience!
If you are interested in participating, please email Elsa at elsa.chanez@gmail.com with a short
description of your topic and a list of any equipment you might need. The deadline for submitting
your proposal is March 1st.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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We look forward to your participation to the 2016 Asian Studies Graduate Conference!
Your Asian Studies Graduate Representatives, Dan, Elsa and Haley.
Saturday, March 12, 2016
Auditorium, Asian Center, 1871 West Mall
Please RSVP here >>

Language Exchange Table
The Japanese program in the Department of Asian Studies hosts a Language Exchange Table
twice a week:
Mondays 2:002:50 p.m. at Buch. D316
Fridays 4:004:50 p.m. at Buch. D322

They hope to see many students at the next session!

Student Opportunities
Operation Groundswell  Backpacking with a Purpose
2016 MEXT Japanese Studies Scholarship – Application Open
Mitacs is now accepting applications for competitive international research opportunities,
including student travel to and from Canada. The deadline to apply is March 4, 2016, at 5 p.m.
PST.
UN Official Languages Student Essay Competition
Archaeological Field Training – Anyang, China  Information Session

OnCampus Events

Friday, Jan 22, 2016
"Shareholder Primacy in Japan: Layoff, Dividend Cuts and Corporate Governance"
Talk by Dr. Katsuyuki Kubo (Waseda University)
3:00 pm  4:30 pm
Room 120, IAR, 1855 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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Friday, Jan 22, 2016
UBC Centre for Japanese Research 2016 Open House
Please join us for a classical Koto (Japanese stringed musical instrument) performance, light
refreshments, and traditional Japanese dishes.
4:30 pm  6:00 pm
IAR, 1855 West Mall
Monday, January 25
How Huang Zunxian Helped CanadianChinese in an Age of Chinese Exclusion
12:00 pm  2:00 PM
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Wednesday, Jan 27 , 2016
"Moomin and the Conceptual Chase: What Moomin in Japan Tells Us about Globalization"
Talk by Prof. HyungGu Lynn (AECL/KEPCO Chair in Korean Research)
12:30 pm  1:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Studies, 1871 West Mall
Friday, Feb 5, 2016
Japanese Rare Books Workshop: A Material Introduction to the History of Japanese Books
Prof. Takahiro Sasaki (Keio University) invites you to learn about Japanese rare books through a
showandtell session focusing on paper, binding, and production, followed by an introduction to
the history of illustrated books. Please register with Christina Laffin
at Christina.Laffin@ubc.ca by January 25, 2016.
10:00 pm  3:00 pm
Lillooet Room, IK Barber Learning Centre, 1961 East Mall

OffCampus Events
Sunday, January 24  Monday, January 25
Noh Theatre Workshop with Yamai Tsunao
4:00 pm  8:00 pm (Jan. 24), 6:00 PM  9:00 PM (Jan. 25)
Goldcorp Centre for the Arts, 149 W. Hastings St., Vancouver

Alumni Spotlight: Mareike Entzian
BA ’15
Asian Studies & International Relations
Add her on LinkedIn
How did you get your first job after
graduating?
My first job after graduation was for a
professor, so I didn’t get that far away from
campus. I applied for a research grant from
the Faculty of Arts and asked, if she would
be willing to work with me. One important
thing is to go out and ask people. I was
nervous about doing that in the beginning,
but the worst thing that can happen is they say no and even that isn’t too bad. At least you
tried.
I got my first “adult” job through networking and, again, asking if there were opportunities
available. I connected with the then Sauder Career Advisor, whom I met through a website
called 10.000 Coffees. The website aims to connect students or recent graduates with
professionals, who are willing to give career advice. She suggested I contact one of her old
colleagues, who then referred me to his former boss. So, I got my first job via networking with
three different people. 10.000 Coffees is a great resource for anyone looking to get into
networking or talking to professionals in an industry you’re interested in. I did informational
interviews with professionals I met there and many are willing to take 30 minutes out of their
day to Skype with you or meet you for a coffee in real life.
What kind of work do you do at Dezan Shira & Associates?
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=759599&q=0&qz=246370
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Dezan Shira & Associates themselves focus on business consulting in emerging markets. I work
for their subsidiary Asia Briefing, which covers trade news in those markets, publishes weekly
articles and quarterly magazines. I am able to contribute through writing articles, translations
and I do general social media management and editorial tasks. I don’t really do the same work
every day, which is interesting.
What has been your favourite experience in Vietnam so far?
I think simply being here is my favorite experience. It’s hard to pin down just one moment. Ho
Chi Minh City can be absolutely overwhelming and the traffic is crazy, but once it all dies down
there is so much beauty to see. I love the old colonial architecture and the food is amazing. I
haven’t had a single mediocre dish so far.
How has an Asian Studies degree helped you in your endeavors?
It gave me great writing and research skills, which I am applying at my current job. I think it
also gives students a great foundation upon which they can build during a job. I believe in order
to work in a foreign country (which many of our graduates do) it is important to know more
about the cultural differences and history. It’s tough to function when you have no idea why
some things are the way they are, but if you can connect it to a country’s history or religion, it
makes more sense and you’re able to respond to it better.
What advice would you give to students hoping to enhance their university
experience? Were there any things that you did that you thought put you ahead?
This is a tough one, because everyone is so different. Personally, I am very glad I decided to work
during university and I think it put me ahead. Work experience distinguishes you and enables
you to build impressive skills which you can refer to during a job interview. On a lighter note,
keeping a healthy worklifeschool balance is just as important and though I’m not sure what it
entails for you, I think it’s safe to say you will enjoy your university experience more if you can
focus on things other than school sometimes.
Although I didn’t personally go on an exchange, I did a year of university in China, before I
started at UBC. I think it’s important to get to know the culture, language and country you’re
studying on a deeper level. Many of my friends went on an exchange and I’d say if you do have
the chance, it’s very worthwhile.
What advice would you give to senior students looking for a job?
Network and then network some more. I cannot stress how valuable it is to have connections.
UBC Asian Studies offers networking opportunities during their Career Nights, which is a great
resource for students unsure what to really do with their degree. Informational Interviews are a
great way of getting to know about an industry you think you’re interested in, without
committing to anything.
More:
Write a really good resume (one page, well organized, with good action verbs showcasing
what you achieved in previous jobs. Even if you don’t have a lot of job experience, you
can make whatever you have stand out by creating impressive bullet points).
Update your LinkedIn and make it look more professional. You can copy paste what you
have on your resume and even add a cover photo. If it makes you stand out (and still
looks professional) its good!
If you meet someone for an informational interview, do your research, have a plan and a
set of questions. Keep it brief and be thankful for their time.
Read more alumni spotlight interviews >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it might be featured in the next Update coming out in January!

Missed an Update?
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All past newsletters may be found here.
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