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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Seats Still Available for Term 2 Courses!
Still looking for a Term 2 course? Wanting to learn a new language? Spaces are still available in
our introductory Japanese and Mandarin Language courses!
JAPN 100 (027)  Beginning Japanese I *Opened today due to high demand!
CHIN 101 (009)  Basic Chinese I
And if that is not enough for you, seats still remain in a few ASIA courses too!
ASIA 101  Introduction to Modern Asia
ASIA 332  Confucianism in China and Beyond: Reinventions of Tradition
ASIA 338  Modern India: From Conquest to Raj
ASIA 384  The Zhuangzi (ChuangTzu)
ASIA 441  Masterworks of Chinese Fiction and Drama in Translation  CHIN FIC&DRAM TR
ASIA 452  Literature of the Korean Diaspora

Upcoming Talk: Sei Shonagon Gets the Last Word
Jennifer Guest, Associate Professor of Classical Japanese at the University of Oxford, will be
coming to UBC to give a guest lecture. Her talk will explore the range of roles played by different
kinds of kanbunrelated knowledge in the Pillow Book.
Thursday, January 8th, 2015
4pm  5:30pm
C.K. Choi 120, 1855 West Mall
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Upcoming Talk: Emotional Registers of the Kagero Diary
The Department of Asian Studies is excited to be hosting Dr. Margaret Childs of the University of
Kansas for a lecture on the Kagero Diary, a10thcentury Japanese text. Contemporary western
scholarship prefers to portray the author as a jealous and unhappy woman. This is in contrast to
the perspective that Japanese scholars hold: that the marriage is fine.
Dr. Childs will quantitatively examine the author's marriage with Fujiwara no Kaneie in order to
determine her level of satisfaction with the marriage. Dr. Childs will find that the author was
motivated more by pride than by jealousy, and that explanations that focus solely on jealousy fail
to capture the author's relationship with her husband.
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Friday, January 9, 2015
2:30pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
For more information, visit the Asian Studies website>>
Propaganda Performed: Kamishibai in Japan's Fifteen Year War
The Department of Asian Studies and the UBC Centre for Japanese Research (CJR) are proud to
cosponsor a book launch for Professor Sharalyn Orbaugh (UBC Asian Studies / Modern Japanese
Literature). Join us on January 13th to celebrate the launch of her new monograph Propaganda
Performed: Kamishibai in Japan's Fifteen Year War (Brill, 2014).
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Tuesday, January 13, 2015
5pm  7pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
More details on the book launch >>

Upcoming Screenings: 'Project Fukushima!' & 'The
Nuclear Village'
As part of the Japanese Language Programme’s efforts to raise awareness of how the Tohoku
region residents in Japan strive to cope with the challenges caused by the triple disaster in March
2011, we will be showing two documentaries from directors Otomo Yoshihide and Emily Taguchi
respectively.
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Wednesday, January 21st, 2015
5pm – 7pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Find more information on the films here >>

Save the Date! 2015 Annual Asian Studies Careers Night!
Wondering what sort of careers come after a degree in Asian Studies? Each year we invite our
alumni back to campus just to answer all of your burning questions. Join us on February 3rd,
2015 for our Annual Asian Studies Careers Night!

Tuesday, February 3rd, 2015
6pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Browse through our previous alumni speakers and Careers Nights >>

2015 Japanese Speech Contest
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855
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The contest is open to BC & Yukon residents who speak Japanese as a foreign or second
language. Applications are due on Friday, January 30th, 2015 at 5pm.

Learn more about the 2015 Japanese Speech Contest >>

UBC ASIA Club's Annual Professor Tea
The UBC Asian Studies Interest Association (ASIA) would like to invite you to our annual
Professor Tea event! This is a great opportunity to reconnect with Asian Studies undergraduates,
graduates and faculty and discuss ideas, experiences, and potential future opportunities in a
casual setting. Refreshments will be provided.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855
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Monday, February 9, 2015
2:00  4:00pm
Free for ASIA Club members, $2 for nonmembers
RSVP requested.
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Find more information and RSVP here>>

Dr. Ken Bryant's New Book, Sur's Ocean, Mentioned
in The New York Times
The Department's own Dr. Bryant recently edited an anthology of 433 poems attributed to the
16thcentury Hindi poet Surdas. This collection presents a new perspective on Surdas, through
the inclusion of poems containing verses that have have penetrated popular oral tradition, as
well as works that have never been translated before.
Dr. Bryant's groundbreaking publication was mentioned in a New York Times article on the
collection it is included in, the Murty Classical Library: this collection was founded over a century
ago to make available in English literary classics that most people would otherwise be unable to
access.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855
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For more information on Sur's Ocean, click here>>

An Update from Dr. Peter Nosco
Dr. Peter Nosco, currently on sabbatical, has been quite active in Mitaka, Tokyo since last
fall. Recently, he delivered one of the keynote speeches at an Asian Studies symposium at ICU.
His lecture was entitled "Early Modern Religions and the Construction of Japanese Individuality".

The poster for the ICU symposium. A larger version can be found here.
Dr. Nosco has also been active in coediting a book with Dr. Simone Chambers of the University
of Toronto that compares the ways in which nine ethical and religious traditions have dealt with
intramural dissent. Dissent on Core Beliefs will be available in July from Cambridge Publishing.

Finally, Dr. Nosco will be giving a speech at the University of Tokyo as a part of The Global Japan
Studies Lecture on the 23rd of January. His lecture is entitled "Changing Attitudes Toward
Japanese Modernity," and will take place at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Asia. Those who
are lucky enough to be in the area are highly encouraged to attend!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855
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The poster for the University of Tokyo lecture. A larger version can be found here.

Prof Edward Slingerland in the New York Times
Dr. Edward Slingerland and his latest book, Trying Not to Try, were recently in the New York
Times in the article A Meditation on the Art of Not Trying!
Read the article >>
Dr. Slingerland also appeared in an article titled Wealth may have driven the rise of today's
religions that was published in the journal Science in midDecember.
Read the article >>

Jidaigeki Cinema of the '50s and '60s (ASTU 400K)
An indepth studentled seminar centred on the rich Japanese tradition of jidaigeki (period)
filmmaking, which flourished in the 1950s and 1960's. Focus is primarily on the cultural,
historical, and literary influences on the auteurs of the genre. Directors include Akira Kurosawa,
Kenji Mizoguchi and Masaki Kobayashi.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855
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Register for ASTU 400K now >>

OnCampus Events
Friday, January 9, 2015
Vision Talk  UBC Korea Forum
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Monday, January 12, 2015
Policy Making and Governance Under Xi Jinping: Outcomes of the 4th Plenum
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, January 23, 2015
Modern Times in North Korea: Scenes from the Founding Years
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Tuesday, February 3rd, 2015
2015 Annual Asian Studies Careers Night
Details: TBA
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=646911&q=0&qz=206855

10/13

11/30/2016

The Update  January 7th

Thursday, March 5th, 2015
2015 Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program, which will feature Punjabi theatre activist, Samuel
John.
Details: TBA
Friday, March 6th, 2015
The South Asia Conference of the Pacific Northwest will be hosted by UBC, with a special lecture
by Canadian author Shauna Singh Baldwin.
Details: TBA

OffCampus Events
Friday, January 9th, 2015
John Kieschnick on the Buddhist Rosary in Imperial China  The Religious Life of the Emperor's
Beads
UBC Robson Square, Theatre C300, 800 Robson Street

Student Opportunities
*Deadline Jan. 15* Intensive Chinese Program at Yunnan Normal University: study abroad from
May to July in Kunming!
Dr. Yves Tiberghien, Head of the Institute of Asian Research and Political Science Professor, is
offering an opportunity for students to join him in Chongqing, China for a threeweek course on
the modern Chinese political climate
JOB POSTING  IT Support Analyst  Japanese speaking (work from home)
Call for Papers: International Conference on Social Sciences and Humanities

Go Global Interview: Gabriela Chen
For this issue of the Update we interviewed Gabriela Chen
about her recent Go Global exchange. Gabriela studied at the
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies for one semester. She is a
Japanese Language and Culture major and is expecting to
graduate this Spring.
Why did you choose to go to the Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies?
Go Global has a comprehensive list of what courses our
partner institutions have offered in the past. This was a great
resource along with the past exchange student journals. In
one case a student allowed for email contact and I was able to
get in contact with her through email. She allowed me to
explore so much more in the potential of the partner
university (student life, university culture, etc). My university
is not particularly well known outside of the Japanese community but the experience has
definitely exceeded all my expectations: academically, socially and in extended networking.
What fascinated you the most while being immersed in a new culture?
That would be how the environment had influenced me, added to my individuality and on top of
that, watching how the new culture could create a different reaction amongst us exchange
students. It is understandable because we are all from a different backgrounds, but that fact
really hit you hard only when you start discussing (even a simple thing) amongst each other e.g.
Holidays in our country.
What was the most memorable class/educational experience for you?
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Through my experience with Go Global I was able to experience courses I would otherwise not
have been able to. A solid example would be the Immigration and Globalization course I took. It
sounds simple but in fact it was a law course. I learned so much about EU laws, International
law and the applicability of territorial versus international law. The comprehensive study of law
and its expansive effect was something that felt extremely far from reach because law courses at
UBC are restricted to a handful of students.
How did studying/researching at a different university contribute to your academic
career and perspective?
It adds details and perspectives to how you might see the ‘big picture’ in daily news, academic
journal and through dialogues between peers. And this was made possible because I participated
in thirdparty workshops during exchange and aggressively searched for involvement
opportunities both on and off campus. I just felt that I had to meet as many different people as
necessary and talk to them! Through each involvement I am made aware of real time underlying
social issues such as university branding. On the other hand, I was able to talk to startup
companies from Tokyo and see the similarities and differences against their Vancouver
counterparts. These experiences are vital for advanced communication and decisionmaking,
both skills that students need now and in their career. I’ve become quicker and more efficient in
adapting to changes and an overall better listener, which makes any teamwork much more fluid.
Upon my return, I immediately took actions to reconnect with the community through Go
Global’s student leadership program and other offcampus involvements based on my passions.
This contributes to a healthier lifestyle and I am able to connect with an extensive network in
my community.
How has your learning abroad experience shaped or changed you?
I am much better at analyzing topics and issues that may be controversial to discuss and this
has made me a more efficient individual in general. I have also developed a passion for global
open dialogue and its broad participants. Every conversation has only been food for the brain and
naturally my role has changed to be more inquisitive. I believe the overall ‘wanting to learn
more’ attitude, flexible mindset and the ability to show others how and why I am passionate
about something is how I was able to secure my postgraduation opportunity this year.
What advice would you give to students interested in a similar program?
Go Global is one of the many programs available on campus where you can join the global
membership and explore! You’re always well supported to take any challenges during the
journey. I’m sure there are various factors to consider and some of them might hold you back,
but just go for it!
Learn more about Go Global's programs >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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