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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Brand New Courses Offered for the First Time Ever!
New faculty member, Nasrin Askari, will be contributing a couple of brand new courses to our
growing program in the study of Iran and the Persianate world. Register now while there are still
seats available!

ASIA 310A  History of Iran: From the Sasanians to the Safavids

The course examines the political history and cultural legacy of the Sasanians, the Arab
conquests of Iran in the seventh to eighth centuries, the rise of native Iranian dynasties in the
eastern Islamic lands, and the history of greater Iran under the rule of Turkic and Turko
Mongolian dynasties, such as the Ghaznavids, Seljuqs, Ilkhanids, and Timurids. The profound
changes in the political and religious history of Iran under the Safavids in the sixteenth century
concludes the course. In the review of the Sasanian and early Islamic period, special attention
will be given to the transmission of Persian concepts of kingship, administration, and social
organization into Islamic civilization. The creation of the PersoIslamic cultural synthesis under
the Samanids in the tenth century will be discussed, and the interaction between nomadic and
sedentary cultures will be the focus of the course in the review of the Turkic and Turko
Mongolian rule in Iran. Finally, Twelver Shi‘ism as official religion of Iran under the Safavids, and
Iran’s relations with her neighbours, the Ottomans, Uzbeks, and Mughals, will be discussed in
the review of Safavid Iran.
register online>>

ASIA 394 – PostRevolutionary Iranian Cinema
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The course will explore one of the most innovative and internationally acclaimed cinemas of the
past few decades, the postrevolutionary Iranian cinema. It will examine selected masterpieces
by the awardwinning Iranian filmmakers such as Abbas Kiarostami, Bahram Beyza’i, and
Rakhshan Bani Etemad. The topics of discussion will include the politics and poetics of Iranian
cinema, the representation of women and children, family relationships, the IranIraq war, and
the ethnic diversity in Iranian films. We will also examine the creative styles and strategies of
Iranian filmmakers in bypassing strict censorship rules of the Islamic government of Iran. This
course will provide a basis for a better political and cultural understanding of postrevolutionary
Iranian cinema.
register online>>

The Asian Studies Office will be closed Tuesday, July
30th
Due to a staff outing, our office will be closed all day on Tuesday, July 30th. We will resume our
normal hours of 9am to 4pm on Wednesday, July 31st.

Extra Seats Available in Previously Full and Very Popular
Courses
Thanks to popular demand previously full courses that now have extra seats are:
ASIA 355  Chinese Cinema
ASIA 356  Korean Cinema
ASIA 361  Modern Chinese Fiction in Translation II
We also opened additional seats in the following courses to add in students off the wait list. The
courses are full again, but the wait lists are much smaller!
ASIA 326  Critical Approaches to Manga and Anime
ASIA 353  Introduction to Hindi Film

New Faculty Member will be Joining us this Week
Dr. Christina Yi will be joining our Department this August. She recently completed her Ph.D. in
modern Japanese literature at Columbia University, where she researched how Japanese
language literature by Korean writers both emerged out of and stood in opposition to discourses
of national language, literature, and identity.
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Originally inspired by our Senior Instructor, Stefania Burk, to become a scholar of Asian
Studies, Christina Yi completed a B.A. in Japanese Language and Literature and then spent two
years in Japan, in the JET Program, as a Coordinator for International Relations.
more info >>
The Department is very excited to welcome Christina Yi to our faculty and she will be teaching
the following courses this winter:

Asia 444  Topics in Modern Japanese Fiction and Cultural History
Focuses on a limited time period or particular aspect of modern Japanese literature.
In 2013W, the class will focus on introducing major Japanese literary texts and film from the
1860s to the present through the lens of the modern city, especially in relation to innovations in
technology (including print media and publishing networks, new media such as film, and
mechanical machinery and the factory system), the emergence of a mass culture centered in
Tokyo, and the intensification of a global economy fueled by imperialism.
register online >>

ASIA 533B  Topics in Modern Japanese Literature
A graduate seminar that explores the mutually constitutive relationship between Japan and its
colonies through close reading and critical discussion of selected Japaneselanguage literary and
critical texts. Particular attention will be given to the translingual and crosscultural formation of
literary genres, languages, and national identities; the gender politics of kokugo (national
language); and shifting definitions of “Japan” / “Japanese” from Meiji through Showa. We will
also consider some of the postwar, postcolonial formations of nationhood and related processes of
literary canonization after 1945. Prospective students should be capable of reading 50100 pages
of Japanese per week.
register online >>

Old Photos are Now Being Posted onto the Website
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Asian Studies has been wondering how to share all the photos from our events that we have
collected over the years. Finally we settled on opening a Flickr account and have so far uploaded
galleries for the following pages on our website:
Asian Studies 50th Anniversary Gala
Chinese New Years Party 2013
Careers Night 2013
The Inaugural John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies 2012
Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program 2013
Virani Lecture Series in Islamic Studies
Princess Takamado Visits Asian Studies

New Book, CoWritten by Dr. Tom Hunter, Just
Announced
Tom Hunter, lecturer in Indonesian and Sanskrit languages, contributed three chapters to the
new book Mpu Monaguna's Sumanasantaka: An Old Javanese Epic Poem, its Indian Source and
Balinese Illustrations.
Mpu Monaguna's early thirteenth century epic poem Sumanasantaka is a vernacular rendering of
Kalidasa's story of Prince Aja and Princess Indumati told in the Raghuvamsa. In it the poet
exploits his source narrative to describe and comment on the Javanese world of his times.
In Mpu Monaguna's Sumanasantaka the authors offer an edited text and translation of Mpu
Monaguna's epic kakawin and extensive commentary on the editing of the manuscripts and
history of the poem and its story, the relationship between the Old Javanese poem and Kalidasa's
Raghuvamsa, the way in which the poem imagines the lived environment of ancient Java in the
early thirteenth century and Balinese painted representations of the story of Prince Aja and
Princess Indumati.

Thomas Hunter has published many articles, book chapters and translations on the ancient
literature of Java and Bali.
more info >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=466738&q=0&qz=1c88aa
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Sustainability Initiative of the Week
The Asian Centre is now offering Battery recycling!
Every year millions of batteries make their way into normal
landfills. The heavy metals and toxic chemicals from the
decomposition of these batteries have the potential to
contaminate soil and pollute our waterways. UBC’s goal is to
provide a safe, convenient and environmentally
responsible way to handle used batteries.
The battery recycling container can be found in the fourth floor
lobby.
Before placing your batteries in the collection box, please
separate them into the following two categories:
1. NonRechargeable Batteries (Alkaline batteries, AA, AAA,
D, 9V, Lantern batteries)
 No extra packaging is required. Put these batteries directly into the battery recycling box.
2. Rechargeable Batteries (Cell phone batteries, laptop batteries, electronic batteries, cordless
handtool batteries) and Lithium Primary Batteries (Button batteries, camera batteries)
Please place these in a plastic bag (provided on the box) before putting them into the cardboard
recycling box.

If you have any other questions or want to recycle a battery weighing more than 5lbs please
contact Stephanie.Lee@ubc.ca
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Free Lights!
Asian Studies is looking to give away 8 6 inch Theater Fresnel Lights (by Berkeley Colortran). If
you are interested please send all inquiries to oliver.mann@ubc.ca with the subject "Theater
Lights".

Throw an awesome concert in your backyard or spruce up your rec room

Upcoming Events
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more info >>
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more info >>

Community Events
Saturday 27th July  RAVI JULE’S a Classical, Ghazal and Bhajan's Program
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An Interview with Asian Studies Alum Jason Wang,
Current Chair of the Asian Canadian Special Events
Association (TAIWANfest Organizers)
Jason Wang graduated in 20022003 with a specialization in East Asian Studies. He currently
lives in North Vancouver and is a Lawyer with his own practice, Vanguard Law Group, in
downtown Vancouver.
After graduating from your BA, what did you do?
After my BA, I attended law school at the University of Western Ontario in London. I did not look
for a job, I went directly to law school after graduation. I decided to go to law school, although
my passion was really in history, Asian history in particular, because a respected professor of
mine, Dr. Michael Duke, told me that History will always be there wherever I go, so when I’m
young, I should pursue further studies and professional qualifications and see the rest of the
country/world. I can always come back to History.
Did Asian Studies help with you law degree?
The subject of law itself did not have a huge connection to Asian Studies, so it didn’t really have
much relevance while I was in school. However, once I had my practice, it was very useful
because I am able to speak several languages and have the cultural sensitivities to deal with
clients that are from Asia.
Have you ever spent time abroad during your education?
I studied in Hong Kong as an exchange student while I was in Law School. It was a fantastic
experience to be able to live and study in a different world. Hong Kong was amazing, it’s a small
city, yet the old and the new, the East and the West, the Chinese and the British all meshes so
well and harmoniously. In everyday life, food, language, and every aspect, I could spot
something that can be traced back to Chinese, or British origins, it was fascinating. My Asian
Studies background became very valuable then, as it prepared me for dealing with the people
and the institutions; I was also able then to see with my own eyes what I had only read about in
school.
How does Asian Studies fit into your work?
Living in Vancouver, there’s a lot of Asians around, new, old, all coexisting. Asian studies gave
me the tools to be able to meet these new people and be able to related to them much better, be
it language, culture, history etc, and has helped a great deal for me to be able to gain their trust
and relate to clients much better, so that they’d open up to me and make my life easier.
How does Asian Studies fit into your life?
Personally, I am a big fan of Asian culture, and I have continued to participate in the community
to promote Asian Culture. I was the Chairperson of Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society
a few years back, and am the current Chair of the Asian Canadian Special Events association. We
put on the Taiwanfest every year on Labour Day Long weekend in downtown Vancouver at the
art gallery plaza and 4 blocks of the Granville St. We also put on the Lunar Fest during Chinese
new year in the winter. My firm has also sponsored Asian studies events, such as the speech
given by Taiwanese Minister of Culture, Professor YingTai Lung at the Chan Center last year.
I believe in showcasing the best of every culture and promoting understanding between cultures,
I believe it makes us better, more rounded people
Are there ways for our students to become involved in your activities?
Yes, the Taiwanfest/Lunar Fest, are volunteer events, I myself have been a volunteer since age
13, and the organization, Asian Canadian Special Events Association(ACSEA) is a nonprofit
group. We can always use more help and resources. I think it is a perfect fit for Asian Studies
students. We can explore with the faculty or Professor Ross King about having a program during
the year, or just put out communications to the Faculty during times of need.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=466738&q=0&qz=1c88aa
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We also take on interns that stays with us longer than just a few days of volunteering. Though
being a nonprofit, there is very little pay, if at all. However, it is a fantastic and fulfilling
experience for sure.
volunteer for Taiwanfest >>
What advice would you like to give our current students? how can they better prepare
for the future?
Asia is on the rise, and the world is getting smaller, being in Vancouver especially, we encounter
so many international opportunities, with a large portion being Asian. It is always helpful to learn
more about the language, history and culture of another country/region, regardless of what
other specializations you may have. Take for example, a lawyer, all lawyers are well trained and
competent to perform legal work, but one that is fluent in another language and is sensitive to
another culture can then win out over someone that doesn’t have that language skill or cultural
sensitivity, and that’s what makes one stand out. Same principle applies to business or many
other areas.
At the same time, Asian Studies is a generalization, one needs to have a specialization as well. I
guess bottom line is, keep learning, everything, not just Asia related, such as language or the
latest trends and news, but also a specialization, a business or professional degree combined with
a good understanding of another region, one that Asian Studies provides, will be very helpful.
for more alumni interviews >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email to
oliver.mann@ubc.ca
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