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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

2015 Asian Studies Graduate Student Conference
Come join us for a day of inhouse presentations by our very own graduate students and faculty!
Refreshments and lots of opportunities for discussion! A comprehensive breakdown of the talks
is now available on our website.

Saturday, April 11th, 2015
9:00 am  5:00 pm (refreshments served at 9:00)
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
The event is free and open to the public with RSVP.
Conference schedule and registration form >>

Modern Japanese and East Asian Popular Culture
Workshop
The CJR and Department of Asian Studies are proud to announce a miniworkshop geared
towards modern Japanese and East Asian Popular Culture.
Graduate students wishing to attend or present their research in a 5 / 10 / or 20minute
format are welcome. Please RSVP to the following two organizers with your intent to attend or
present so the coordinators know how many to expect. Lunch will be provided.
Organizers: Sharalyn Orbaugh (Professor, UBC Asian Studies) & Sarah Wellington (MA Student,
UBC Asian Studies)

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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Tuesday, March 31st, 2015
1:00  4:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

Documentary Screening: Gulabi Gang
We will be screening Nishtha Jain's documentary, Gulabi Gang, in the Asian Centre Auditorium
on Wednesday, April 1st. The documentary follows Sampat Pal Devi and her Gulabi Gang in
Bundelkhand, one of the most impoverished areas of India, as they take up the fight against
gender violence, caste oppression, and widespread corruption.
The screening is free and available to all those interested.

Wednesday, April 1st, 2015
5:00  7:00 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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For more information, see the full poster>>

Fathers and Daughters in Chinese Buddhism – Lecture by
Wendi Adamek
In collaboration with the Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation, the UBC Buddhist Studies Forum,
and the Asian Studies Department's Jessica Main, UBC will be hosting Dr. Wendi Adamek of the
University of Calgary for a lecture on filial relationships in "The Precious Scroll of Incense
Mountain."
Although fatherdaughter conflict and reconciliation famously drives the plot of The Precious
Scroll of Incense Mountain, a 16thcentury tale of the bodhisattva Avalokitesvara’s past life as
princess Miaoshan, much could be said about earlier material on filial Buddhist daughters. In the
7th century, a Buddhist nun named Zhijue dedicated a niche and wrote a memorial for her
father, a respected magistrate. In the 8th century, filial and masterdisciple devotion appear to
dovetail in the accounts of two female followers of the Chan Master Wuzhu. Finally, Dr. Adamek
looks at a wellloved Chan/Zen fictional character: Lingzhao, the daughter of Layman Pang,
who was said to have died in the ninth century. In these three accounts, we see literary and
cultural conventions renegotiated and reappropriated in various ways.

Friday, April 10, 2015
3pm – 4:30pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Click here for more information>>

Spring has Come to the Asian Centre!
The beginning of spring is a fantastic time to be around UBC. There are myriad blossoming
cherry trees around our campus, but here at the Asian Centre, we humbly believe that the
cherry trees that growand are currently bloomingaround our buildings are the most
impressive at UBC.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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We would love for you to visit us at the Asian Centre in the coming weeks. In addition to the
beautiful cherry blossoms, we have filled the moat that surrounds the Asian Centre for the
spring and summer months. The Centre becomes emptier than usual during the summer
months, and studying by one of our large windows to the sound of falling water should provide a
great atmosphere for those of us taking summer courses.

Finally, ambiance isn't the only reason to come to the Asian Centre in the next few weeks: we'll
be doing some "spring cleaning," too..

Spring Cleaning Giveaway: iPhone 4 & 5 Cases and Lots
of Old Clothing!
The time for spring cleaning has come to the Asian Centre, and this means that we are giving
away our leftover swag from this past year. Students who are currently pursuing either majors
or minors in Asian Studies are encouraged to come to the departmental office and take home an
Asian Studies iPhone case and piece of clothing! We will be holding this giveaway on a firstcome,
firstserved basis, so we recommend that you visit us as soon as you can!
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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Increase the aesthetic value of your phone with an Asian Studies iPhone case!

Take your pick of Asian Studies clothing from this huge box!

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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2015 BC "Chinese Bridge" Mandarin Speech Contest
Results
On Sunday March 22, 2015, the BC “Chinese Bridge” Mandarin Speech Contest for University
Students was held at BCIT. The topic of this Speech Contest was “Me and China” where students
talked about their individual stories with China, their experience learning Chinese, and their
passion for Chinese culture. Over fifty students from seven postsecondary institutions over BC
participated in the contest. Out of the 11 prizes in total, UBC students won 7 of
them. Congratulations to all the prize winners and every UBC student who participated in the
contest! All of the instructors in the Chinese Language Program are proud of you! A big thank
you also goes to our CHIN course instructors and TAs, who have put in tremendous effort in
promoting the contest and helping students in their preparation.
Category
Heritage
Beginner Born
Overseas
NonHeritage:
Elementary

Award
Award of Excellence

NonHeritage:
Intermediate

Second Place

Contestants and Class/Instructor
May Yuen (CHIN107/Ms. Anyi Lee)

First Place

Amber Dukart (CHIN107 /Ms. Mingzhu Lu)

Third Place

Eugene Chang (CHIN203/ Ms. Wei Xia)

Third Place

Sean James (CHIN203/ Ms. Wei Xia)
Jooyoung Lee (CHIN303/307 Ms. Duanduan Li/ Ms.
Xinxin Wu)
Haewon Choi (CHIN323/ Ms. Mingzhu Lu)
Aastha Pandey (CHIN307/ Ms. Duanduan Li)

All of the awardwinning students from UBC
Find more photos here >>

Featured Course: ASIA 339  The Construction of South
Asian Communities in the Diaspora
Still looking for an upperlevel Asian Studies course for the summer term?
In our hyperglobalized world diasporic communities have emerged as key players in
transnational politics, cinema, economy, popculture and debates around multiculturalism.
Traditionally, the study of the diaspora was monopolized by geographers, sociologists and
anthropologists. Increasingly scholars working in the field of Asian Studies have taken a lead in
researching diasporic communities given that some of the most influential diasporas in our
contemporary world emerged out of Asia. For instance, the South Asian diaspora numbers
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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around 24 million people. If this diaspora turned into a nation it would be larger than countries
like Sweden, Switzerland and Denmark. Based on the key role of the South Asian diaspora in
global history, this course seeks to examine various communities constituting this
complex diaspora through two key strategies: the slowreading of a literary work and
the interventions of diasporic cinematic culture. Key themes of interest: kinship and family life,
intergenerational differences, notions of space, cultural flows and communal memory.
Please note: ASIA 309 is NOT a prerequisite for this course (even though it says so on the
Student Service Centre).

Register for ASIA 339 here>>

Rui Wang Featured in the Global Chinese Press
The Department's own Rui Wang was the subject of a feature in a recent issue of the Global
Chinese Press. The piece details Dr. Wang's illustrious career and includes pictures of him over
the decades. Visit our website to check out the article (only available in Chinese).

Read the full article >>

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, March 31st, 2015
Book Launch: "Middle Power, Middle Kingdom: What Canada Needs to Know about China in the
21st Century"
4:00  5:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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Wednesday, April 1st, 2015
Singapore After Lee Kuan Yew: A Roundtable Discussion
9:45  11:45 am
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Lunchtime Discussion on Zhu Xiaoyang's Video Documentary on China's Housing Crisis
12:00  2:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
China's World: Chineseness and Civilization without Borders
4:00  6:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Blood Money and Negotiated Justice in China
12:30  1:30 pm
Room 122, Allard Hall, 1822 East Mall
Thursday, April 2nd, 2015
Languages of Legitimacy in China: Roundtable Discussion with Researchers
4:00  6:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Tuesday, April 8th, 2015
UBC Korean Percussion Ensemble
12:00  1:00 pm
Barnett Hall, 6361 Memorial Road
Wednesday, April 9th, 2015
Becoming Citizens: StudentMonks and the Rise of Social Engagement in Modern Chinese
Buddhism
4:00  6:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, April 10th, 2015
Wendi Adamek on Fathers an Daughters in Chinese Buddhism
4:00  5:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, April 10th  Sunday, April 12th, 2015
Graduate Student Conference: What is Asia? Security and Social Change in the Asia Pacific
Region
Friday, 4:00  8:30 pm; Saturday, 9:00 am  5:00 pm; Sunday, 9:00 am  12:00 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Tuesday, April 14th, 2015
Searching for the Chinese Model: Renminbi's Internationalization and Law and Economic
Development
12:30  2:00 pm
Room 335, Allard Hall, 1822 East Mall

OffCampus Events
Saturday, April 4th, 2015
Art Across the Pacific: International Eco & Humanities Art Group Exhibition of 2015
10:00  12:00 pm (outdoor paint demonstration); 3:00  4:00 pm (art display and sale)
Dr. Sun YatSen Classical Chinese Garden, 578 Carroll Street, Vancouver
Saturday, April 11, 2015
New Japanese Sound by Yamaguchi Koji & Fueki Yoshihiko
5:00 pm (doors open); 6:00 pm (starts)
Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Centre, Special Events Hall, 6688 Southoaks Crescent,
Burnaby
Saturday, April 11, 2015  Sunday, April 12th, 2015
Sakura Days Japan Fair

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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10:00  5:00 pm
VanDusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak Street, Vancouver
Sunday, April 12th, 2015
Buddhism Now: Opportunities and Challenges
9:00  4:40 pm
8240 No. 5 Road, Richmond

Student Opportunities
Kyoto City and The Consortium of Universities in Kyoto are pleased to announce our recently
launched study tour program, called "Kyoto Study Program  from Anime to Zen". This is a non
degree 2week program offering students an excellent introduction to Japanese society and
culture.
The Korean, Japanese and Chinese Language Villages at Concordia Language Villages in northern
Minnesota, USA, are now hiring staff for summer 2015 programs. A summer work experience at
one of the Language Villages requires 3rdyear Korean, Japanese or Mandarin (or higher), an iron
constitution, and ‘kid skills’ appropriate for a residential summer camp environment. Please
explore the following website for more details and/or contact Dr. Ross King (ross.king@ubc.ca) for
more details: http://www.concordialanguagevillages.org/
The Schwarzman Scholarship is a highly selective international scholarship program designed to
prepare future leaders for success in a world where China plays a key global role. It gives the
best and brightest students from around the world the opportunity to develop their leadership
skills through a fullyfunded oneyear Master’s Degree at Tsinghua University in Beijing
Japan Field Studies: History and Culture (summer course offered by Langara College)
Barkerville Chinatown Interpretation Job (summer)

Alumni Spotlight: John Tak
John Tak, BA’82 (Asian Studies) is Vice President of International
Business for the Factors Group of Nutritional Companies Inc., Canada’s
largest manufacturer of nutraceutical products. John also worked as
Director of Asian Business Development for Magna International Inc.,
Canada’s largest auto parts manufacturer. John speaks and reads
Japanese, having worked in Japan for eight years.
Where do you live?
West Vancouver
What are you currently doing?
Vice President of Sustainability – Factors Group of Nutritional Companies Inc.
I know that you have worked in Japan, how did you start working abroad?
After graduating with a Diploma in Finance from BCIT, I decided that I wanted to get involved
with CanadaJapan business and concluded that learning Japanese would be a strong asset. To
learn Japanese I personally had two basic choices: 1) go to Japan, teach English and learn
Japanese; or 2) go UBC, take their formal Japanese language courses, and then go to Japan. The
second option I thought would allow me to learn more quickly and with a stronger foundation of
proper grammar.
I chose the second route and that turned out to be a very fruitful decision. Completing my BA in
Asian studies with a major in Japanese enriched my knowledge of not only Japan but all of Asia.
In addition to learning how to read and write Japanese, there were two other benefits. First, I
learned about Japanese history, literature, and politics thereby greatly enriching my
understanding of Japan. Second, it allowed me to advance into the InterUniversity Center for
Japanese Language Studies now in Yokohama but then Tokyo. The program is managed by
Stanford University and after ten months of intensive, advanced Japanese study five hours per
day each week, graduates are ready to tackle just about any situation using proper Japanese.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=671933&q=0&qz=fc7df1
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Having graduated from UBC, I was able to apply and successfully receive an Alcan Canada
Foundation grant and a Japan Foundation Grant to help fund my studies in Japan. Following my
Japanese language training, I applied for and was granted a very generous Japan Ministry of
Education (Monbusho) scholarship to study Economics at Kyushu University in Fukuoka. The
scholarship covered all of my tuition and my living expenses.
From there, I was able to get my first job at the Toronto Dominion Bank in Tokyo. The bank
overlooked my lack of banking experienced indicating they were impressed by my formal training
and academic affiliations.
How is working and living abroad as a foreigner?
The Japanese are great hosts. But for a freewheeling young man, sometimes their desire to
take care of everything was a little too much for me.
I was a postgraduate Monbusho scholar at Kyushu University where the university had kindly
built a foreign student’s dorm. The dorm was a lovely, modern building but was foreign students
only, had no traditional Japanese bath, and was located away from local residential
neighbourhoods.
This didn’t suit my image of living in Japan, so I declined to live at the dorm. Instead, I found a
lovely, traditional style apartment in a small, Japanese community a few train stops outside of
Fukuoka City. Unfortunately my actions caused a lot of stress for the university’s Director of
Foreign Relations who tried diligently to get me into the foreign student’s dorm. The university
wanted the dorm to be successful and likely thought it would be easier to take care of all the
students in one spot.
In the end I stuck with my Japanese neighbourhood and loved it. But I agreed to report in
regularly to the university Director and to write a nice article in the university newsletter. This
allowed everyone to save face which I learned is very important in Japan.
Any Advice for other alumni that are hoping to go abroad?
Don’t over think everything, but do have a general plan for whether you want to end up back in
Canada or not. If you do, think about what job training will best help you land a job in Japan and
also back in Canada. Knowing a foreign language is a great communication tool but it’s not a job
skill or certification. Companies hire accountants, designers, sales people, engineers,
administrators, etc. They generally don’t hire people just because they speak a second language.
Finally, how was the transition when you returned to Canada?
Part of my plan was to definitely come back to Canada. So, I specifically worked with
organizations that were based out of Canada and could bring me back with a job. Having a job at
home, made my transition easier as my financial needs were met. The cultural transition was
more challenging as Canada and Japan are so different. However, having friends and family
helped smooth the way as I gradually reintegrated into life back home.
more alumni spotlight interviews >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.

Follow Asian Studies:
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