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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The 2014 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies 
Translation, Transmission and Experiential Learning
The Department of Asian Studies, at the University of British Columbia, is pleased to invite you
to the 2014 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies featuring guest speaker Professor Laurel
Rodd (University of Colorado). This year's lecture will explore aspects of traditional Japanese
poetry as exemplified in the Kokinshu and Shinkokinshu, and link them to approaches to the
transmission of and translation of poetry.

Friday, December 5, 2014
6:00 pm reception
7:00 pm lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
To register for the lecture, or see more info, visit the Asian Studies website >>

Courtly Visions: The Ise Stories and the Politics of
Cultural Appropriation
The Department of Asian Studies and the Centre for Japanese Research are cohosting a book
launch celebrating the publication of Professor Joshua Mostow’s Courtly Visions: The Ise Stories
and the Politics of Cultural Appropriation. Professor Mostow’s most recent book traces—through
the visual and literary record—the reception and use of this tenthcentury literary romance
through the seventeenth century. Please join us to learn more and celebrate the book release!
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Thursday, November 20th, 2014
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
4:00  5:30 pm
For more information, visit the event page >>

Making Music Religious: Kirtan, Qawwali, and Dharmic
Geet Across Punjab
The Department will be hosting Dr. Virinder Kalra of the University of Manchester for a lecture on
the transformations of culture within Punjab under the strict, homogenizing influence of
colonialism. Music, unlike other cultural forms, maintained its heterogeneity in the face of
powerful colonial forces attempting to impose cultural and religious homogenization. Dr. Kalra
will be explaining the unique position of music within Punjab, specifically how music has been
able to resist the tight constraints that colonial modernity tried to impose.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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Thursday, November 20, 2014
4:00  5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Click here for more info on Dr. Kalra's talk >>

Dr. Tom Hunter Contributes Chapters to Book on Kavya
Literature
The Departent's own Dr. Hunter has authored two chapters in a new book entitled Innovations
and Turning Points: Toward a History of Kavya Literature. The first of Dr. Hunter's chapters is on
the topic of the early history of kakawinlong Javanese narrative poemswritten in
the kavya style of early Indian court poets. The second chapter that Dr. Hunter contributes is
the final chapter of the book and is entitled "A Distant Mirror: Innovation and Change in East
Javanese Kakawin."

For more information on the book, click here >>

CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series: Ultrasound for
Pronunciation Problems?
The UBC Center for Japanese Research (CJR) will be holding a series of lectures at lunchtime on
every other Tuesday that is open to all those interested. The next lecture will be given by the
Department's Asami Tsuda, entitled "A Saviour for Pronunciation Problems? Ultrasound
Application to the Empowerment of Pronunciation Teaching and Learning." Those attending are
encouraged to bring a lunch!
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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Tuesday, November 18th, 2014
12:30  1:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Check out the CJR's website for their lunchtime lecture series >>
Click here for the CJR's homepage >>

Recap: 2014 BC "Chinese Bridge" Mandarin Singing
Contest
The BC “Chinese Bridge” Mandarin Singing Contest is one of the biggest annual events involving
Chinese (Mandarin) programs in post secondary institutes in the BC area. In the 2014 event, 27
students from different levels of current UBC CHIN courses and previous students of CHIN
courses attended and 16 of them made it to the final round. In the final round of the contest on
Nov. 8 in the UBC Frederic Wood Theatre, UBC students won ten out of the twelve prizes.
Thanks to all the contestants for their great performances and to all the instructors for all their
help and hard work in yet another successful year.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd

4/9

11/30/2016

The Update  November 18th

For a more detailed recap, visit the Asian Studies website >>

Maija is Back!
Maija Norman, our Department Administrator, has officially returned from her maternity leave!
Gone for a year to raise her two adorable children, she was sorely missed but the Department is
now thrilled to have her back on a regular basis. Now that Maija has returned, Lonnie Chase will
return to her office on the main floor (room 606) and we are excited to announce that
Stephanie Lee will continue to work for us and will share Maija’s office (room 402) into the
future.

Maija's son and daughter

An Update on Julia Lovely
Julia Lovely, our previous Marketing and Events Coordinator, has sadly decided not to return from
her maternity leave. Instead, she wishes to focus on her growing family including her son
Vincent and their foster daughter Lynoa. We will miss her a lot but we wish Julia the best of luck
in her future endeavours and thank her for all the amazing work she has done for us over the
years.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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Julia (left) with her family

\
Vincent (left) and Lynoa (right)

Oliver Returns from his Great Lakes Tour!
Oliver Mann, who will be moving into Julia's role as our Marketing and Events Coordinator, has
recently returned from a tour with his rock band JPNSGRLS. With 21 performances over 24 days
he traveled all around the Great Lakes, playing in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, New York City,
Chicago and much more in between. This is his 7 th tour this year taking him all over North
America and even Spain and Singapore. He really appreciates the opportunity to travel and make
friends all over the world through his music but admits that he does get home sick and is very
glad to have such an awesome office and colleagues to return to. Since coming back to the office
he has begun preparation for our upcoming John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies while
assisting with the numerous facultyhosted events this month.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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Watch a video of his tour in New York >>

OnCampus Events
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
Documentary Night at UBC!
7:00 pm
Auditorium A102, Buchanan Building A, 1866 Main Mall, UBC
Friday, November 21, 2014
Global Seminar: Coexistence in the Middle East
12:00  1:00 pm
Conference Room, International House, 1874 East Mall, UBC
Monday, November 24, 2014
China: Outlook, Risks, and Reform
12:00  2:00 pm (RSVP here) Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Friday, November 28, 2014
The Return of the Native: Japan's Wartime PanAsianism and the Aesthetic
Production of "Korea" in Yi Hyosok's Late Colonial Writings
3:30  5:00 pm (RSVP here)
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC

OffCampus Events
November 2123, 2014
World Jade Symposium
11:00 am each day
Robson Square, 800 Robson Street, Vancouver
November 25, 2014
The God of Ramen
7:00 pm
Alice MacKay Room, Lower Level Central Library, 350 West Georgia St., Vancouver
Friday, November 28, 2014
Parallel Paths: Japanese Diplomacy & Nikkei Heritage  Recent Years: 1990  Present
7:00 pm (Register here)
Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Centre, 6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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Student Opportunities
Student volunteers are wanted for the 2014 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies on
Friday, December 5. Those interested should contact Oliver Mann at oliver.mann@ubc.ca
For those who wish to present at the 24th Annual Graduate Student Conference on East Asia at
Columbia University in the City of New York, the deadline for the submission of abstracts is
November 30, 2014. More info here.
Intensive Chinese Program at Yunnan Normal University: study abroad from May to July in
Kunming!
Master's Degree in South Asian Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle
Call for Papers: Annual International Conference on Regional Studies: Asian, African, American,
and European (AAAE)
Dr. Yves Tiberghien, Head of the Institute of Asian Research and Political Science Professor, is
offering an opportunity for students to join him in Chongqing, China for a threeweek course on
the modern Chinese political climate
URO Research Experience Program: Undergraduate Student Recruitment
The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Program is a program for prospective PhD students to conduct
research at an institution in Hong Kong with the support of an annual stipend. More information
can be found here.
The AsiaPacific Youth Organization (APYO) is looking for participants in its 2014 AsiaPacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Beijing. Participants will have the opportunity to
research and discuss regional and global issues with each other. More information and the online
application can be accessed here.
The Japanese Consulate is looking for people who want to work in Japan as either an English
teacher, or for the local government. Applications and more information can be accessed here.

Alumni Spotlight: Jeremy David Thompson, B. A. 2004
Every Update we take an Asian Studies Alumnus from
our Asian Studies LinkedIn Group and interview them on
their paths after graduation. This issue we catch up with
Jeremy David Thompson. He's currently the lead user
experience designer at EA, where he's worked since 2011.
LinkedIn
Could you tell us about your academic and career path
up until now?
Before UBC leading up to my career, in high school I took an
introductory course to Japan. It was a little bit of everything
—culture, history, religion, and a very base level of language.
It was fascinating to me because the relationship between
Canada and Japan was so dichotomous, like night and day; the cultures were so different. I took
the course and had the opportunity to go all expenses paid for eleven months to a Japanese
private high school as an exchange student. I went and it was a great experience. Because of my
exchange experience the seed was planted, my interest in Japan, and the desire to return there,
was born.
I’ve always been a computer geek, and after my experience with Japan knew I wanted to live
there. When I graduated from high school I had the opportunity to choose one of many different
educational paths, but ultimately decided to go through the Asian Studies and Japanese
language route, and UBC was the best fit at the time. When I graduated university I knew I
wanted to do something with computers and Japan, so I moved there almost right away. I didn’t
have a set amount of time in mind but knew I wasn’t going there for only one year—I was
planning on staying for a while. I ended up staying in Japan for seven years. The majority of my
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=630134&q=0&qz=02a7bd
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work during that time was computerrelated. One year I did take a break and was a Japanese to
English interpreter/translator for a former professional fighter.
In terms of career path, staring back in high school, I learned about the web, and started
creating websites back in the days of Geocities, Frontpage and Dreamweaver. When I was in
Japan for the first couple of years, I had my own computer consulting business. I was creating
websites from scratch for a variety of different clients. I was then hired by J. Walter Thompson
(now JWT) for their Citibank Japan account and became a Web Producer. I was basically a Project
Manager for the web team. I worked together with a team of designers, who helped put together
the site. I did more work like that and I continued to work on my own. Fast forward to four years
later, and after a number of contracts for clients in a variety of industries, was hired by Robert
Half International, a USbased international recruiting firm as their Online Marketing Manager for
Asia Pacific. I spent two and half of my last three years in Japan working for them.

To read the full interview, visit the Asian Studies website >>
Join our LinkedIn page and start networking with Asian Studies alumni and students >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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