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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Canadian Premiere of Minako: Last Geisha of the
Yoshiwara
All are welcome to this free screening of the Documentary Minako: Last Geisha of the Yoshiwara!
Director Makoto Yasuhara spent six years getting to know and document the life of a practicing
geisha of the Yoshiwara district of Tokyo. Until Minako’s death in 2010 at age 90, she was the
last living geisha (literally “a practitioner of the arts”) of the Yoshiwara, the only licensed area for
prostitution in the old city of Edo (present Tokyo). The screening will be preceded by a brief
presentations on geisha and Edo culture by director Makoto Yasuhara and Edo specialist Kenji
Watanabe.

Friday, October 30, 2015
3:30 pm  6:00 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Event details >>

Congratulations to Dr. Joshua Mostow
On October 8, more than fifty scholars from across the university, as well as members of the
community beyond UBC, gathered to celebrate Dr. Joshua Mostow’s election as a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada. Established in 1882, the Royal Society of Canada (http://www.rsc
src.ca/) recognizes Canada’s foremost scholars, artists, and scientists. Dr. Mostow was one of two
UBC scholars in the humanities to be inducted over the past five years and he is the only
Japanese literary specialist to join the RSC. Dr Mostow will be teaching ASIA 346A in Term 2 
seats still available!
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Left to Right: Christina Laffin, Ross King, Joshua Mostow, Mathew Evenden, Akira Uchida

Akira Uchida, Deputy ConsulGeneral of Japan, leads a toast to Mostow's success
See videos and pictures of the celebration congratulating Dr. Mostow on his achievement >>

Thank You for Donating to our Charity Concert for Nepal
On the evening of Friday October 9, nearly one hundred connoisseurs of Indian classical music
gathered together in the lovely confines of Roy Barnett Hall at UBC, to be treated to a truly
beautiful performance of classical sarod by Pandit Rajeev Taranath, eminent disciple of the great
master, the late Ali Akbar Khan. Pt. Taranath was accompanied by the accomplished tabla artist
Abhiman Kaushal, and the setting, Roy Barnett Hall, overflowed with transcendent ragas and
rhythms as they demonstrated their virtuosic mastery over their instruments, coupled with
remarkable emotive grace.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95

2/13

11/30/2016

The Update  October 22

Abhiman Kaushal (Tabla) and Rajeev Taranath (Sarod)
Opening the evening was the local sensation and firstyear undergraduate student, Akhil
Jobanputra, a disciple of the noted vocalists Pandit Jasraj and Asha Lohia, who was accompanied
on the harmonium by Mohan Bhide and on tabla by Sunny Matharu. Even as he wowed us with
his prodigious skills, Jobanputra led us through the intricate world of khayal singing with a
sensitivity towards story and meaning that demonstrates a maturity well beyond his years.

Sunny Matharu (Tabla) and Akhil Jobanputra (Vocals)
Beyond simply enjoying good music, the concert was organized as an effort to provide material
aid to families and individuals in rural Nepal who have been affected by the devastating
earthquakes of April and May 2015. From ticket sales and individual donations, we have been
able to raise over $2200 that will be donated to two organizations, CORE International
(www.coreinternational.org) and the Nepal Heritage Charity Foundation of BC
(http://www.nhcfbc.org/), who are working with communitybased organizations in Nepal to
fund postearthquake reconstruction efforts.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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The event was MC'd by Tom Hunter, Lecturer in Sanskrit in Asian Studies
Fully 100% of the proceeds from ticket sales will be donated to these charities, thanks to the
financial generosity of the South Asia Endowment in the Department of Asian Studies, the
Centre for India and South Asia Research, and the UBC School of Music (who very generously
provided us the lovely concert hall free of charge). To them we owe much gratitude for helping to
make this evening a success!
More photos can be found on the event's page >>

Featured Course: ASIA 385 Chan/Zen Buddhism:
Doctrine and Practice

2015 Winter Term 2

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Let’s discover the Chan Buddhism of China together! You’ll be introduced to great Buddhist
masters, subject to their charisma, and trained with the objective sobriety of prominent
scholarship. After completing our journey, you will be familiar with the key ideas, practices,
leitmotifs, issues, events, legends, and figures in Chan Buddhism, and be able to recognize and
analyze the various impressions that Chan Buddhism has made on many aspects of modern
culture. You will also gain experience in writing academic essays on philosophical or historical
issues using both primary and secondary sources.
Instructor: Zeng Yang
Register now >>

Framing Rebellion in India: The Cinema of Sanjay Kak
The Museum of Anthropology is pleased to welcome Sanjay Kak, an internationally acclaimed
filmmaker from India, and showcase two of his awardwinning documentary films: Red Ant
Dream (2013) and JashneAzadi/How We Celebrate Freedom (2007). Each film will be followed
by a discussion with the filmmaker.

Thursday, October 22  Friday, October 23, 2015
2:00 pm  5:00 pm
The Michael M. Ames Theatre, Museum of Anthropology
Screenings are free with museum admission
Event details >>

The Maiden at Dojoji Temple: Performance
Interpretations
Join us for an introduction to the performance styles of modern kabuki stars Sakata Tojuro and
Bando Mitsugoro X. Performer and scholar Nakamura Gankyo offers a lecture comparing the kata
and kaishaku, or “form” and “interpretation,” of famous scenes in the play "Maiden at Dojoji
Temple (Musume Dojoji)". The event will conclude with a dance performance.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Thursday, October 22, 2015
6:00 pm
Frederic Wood Theatre, 6354 Crescent Rd
Event is free of charge and open to the public
Event details >>

Symposium: Voices of Kakehashi in Multicultural
Canada: Transcultural and Intercultural Experiences
In Japanese, persons who bridge cultures are metaphorically referred to as Kakehashi, a term
that literally means “bridge across.” Given the globalization of business and current political
realities, there is an urgent need for individuals with Kakehashilike abilities. This symposium is
inspired by this powerful metaphor of the bridge and by its creator, Inazo Nitobe (18621933),
arguably Japan’s most respected international diplomat. Nitobe is renowned for his lifelong
dedication to the promotion of understanding between nations and peoples with a diversity of
cultural values.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Sunday, October 25, 2015
1:00 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Symposium details >>

One Asia Forum Talk Series
A lecture series hosted by Dr. Namlin Hur, professor of premodern Japanese history, Korean
Japanese relations, and Choson Korea in the Department of Asian Studies, and conducts
research on foreign relations, religion, and society in premodern Japan and Korea.

Upcoming Lectures:
Thursday, November 5th, 2015
“The International Trade in Ginseng and Kaesong Merchants”
4:00 pm  6:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Thursday, November 12th, 2015
“Qing Regional Hegemony in East Asia: War, Diplomacy, and the Pursuit of Power”
4:00 pm  6:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Thursday, November 26, 2015
“Traveling Civilization: The Sinographic Translational Network and Modern Lexicon Building in
Colonial Vietnam, 1890s1910s”
4:00 pm  6:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Chinese Fun Night 2015  Photos and Recap

Last Tuesday, Oct 13, the Chinese language program organized its annual Chinese Fun Night
activity. This activity is designed for first year heritage and nonheritage Chinese learners in the
8 sections of CHIN 101 and 3 sections of CHIN 111 students. Over 220 students got together
and made new friends in Chinese. The night began with the xuesheng (students) bringing
handmade business cards and family photos to exchange or share with other students, which
they were asked to place in their ‘passports’booklets with instructions for three unique
activities.

These activities are designed to improve students’ ability to communicate in putonghua
(Mandarin) while also building up their confidence, a critical step in second language acquisition.
In addition to the basic patterns for exchange personal information and family information,
students were involved in learning Chinese tongue twisters and songs.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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It is a rare opportunity for students from different streams (heritage and nonheritage) and
different sections to get together and experience Chinese outside their classroom and enjoy
themselves in Chinese. As an encouragement to students, those who successfully complete all
three tasks on their passport got the opportunity to participate in a lucky draw for candies or
souvenirs related to the Chinese culture or Asian Studies.

This year’s activity is also very special in that students from CHIN105 003 were involved as
volunteers for the activity so that they can help and encourage beginning learners to develop
their Chinese proficiency through the activities.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Donald Baker Receives the Korea Journal Award for Best
Article in the Humanities
Dr. Donald Baker, Asian Studies Professor specializing in Korean history and civilization, recently
traveled to South Korea to receive the Korea Journal award for the best article in the humanities
published in the Korea Journal in 20132014. Dr. Baker's article, titled “Rhetoric, Ritual, and
Political Legitimacy: Justifying Yi Seonggye’s Ascension to the Throne,” appeared in the Winter
2013 issue (vol. 53, no. 4) of the Korea Journal and attempted to redress the prevalent
overemphasis of religion's role in legitimizing Yi Seonggye’s seizure of the throne,
highlighting the distinctive Korean solution to the problem of churchstate relations.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Read the full article >>

Thriving Campus: Featuring Maija Norman
Thriving Campus features, testimonials, contributions and personal experiences linked to health
and wellbeing from UBC staff, faculty and students. This month features Maija Norman,
Administrative Manager in the Department of Asian Studies.

Read Maija's full interview here >>

Asian Studies Class of 2016 Composite Photo
If you are graduating in Nov. 2015 or May 2016, please don't forget to book your Artona grad
photos! You need to be photographed on or before Feb 22, 2016 to be included on the
department composite.
Dates: Jan.21 until Feb. 8, 2016
Book online at http://ubcasian.artona.timetrade.com
Your session includes various business, formal, and grad portraits. Please see PDF for more
details.

Student Opportunities

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Apply for a Yenching Academy fellowship at Peking University  application deadline for next
year’s class is January 31, 2016 (covers tuition and fees, accommodation and living costs)
2016 Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme Recruitment – A Chance to Live, Work and
Learn in Japan
Japan Foundation Programs FY 2016 guide and application forms available online
Call For Papers: Buddhism in the Global Eye — August 10–12, 2016
Are you a student of part of a student group who wants to do something to help with the Syrian
Refugee Crisis? A group of concerned students is forming on campus to fundraise for and support
Syrian refugees wanting to come to Canada. We could use your help! Learn more at their
website.

OnCampus Events

Friday, October 23, 2015
Women's Agency, Economic Security and MicroCredit in Bangladesh
4:00 pm  7:00 pm
Room 120 and Lounge, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, October 23, 2015
Glossolalia, Cacophony, Intensity
3:30 pm  5:00 pm
Room 400, The UBC School of Music, 6361 Memorial Rd
Friday, October 23, 2015
The Birth of Nishikawa Sukenobu's Shunpon: "Sex" and Publishing Culture
3:30 pm  5:00 pm
Room 129, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall

OffCampus Events
Tuesday, October 27, 2015
The Ming Afloat: From Zheng He to the Selden Map, A Lecture by Dr. Timothy Brook
7:00 pm  9:00 pm
Room 7000, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=729971&q=0&qz=108c95
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Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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