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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The 2013 John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies 
Shinto in Contemporary Japanese Politics, Society, and
Culture
This year's featured speaker of the second John Howes Lecture in Japanese Studies is Professor
Helen Hardacre (Harvard University). In her talk she will address the debate in Japan today
regarding religion’s contribution to the public good and Shinto’s role therein.

Thursday, November 21, 2013
Time: 6:30 PM
Location: Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Cost: Free and open to the public with RSVP
more info >>

Asian Studies Careers Series  Working in Government
We know that our most popular student event of the year is our Annual Asian Studies Careers
Night and we have heard from many of you that you would like more. We are glad to announce
that the Department of Asian Studies has teamed up with UBC's ASIA Club to provide a series of
mini themed careers nights throughout the year! We will be starting the series with a "Working
in Government" theme and will be inviting 3 Alumni back to campus.
Wednesday, October 30, 2013
Time: 6:00 PM  8:00 PM
Location: Meekson Arts Student Space, Buchanan D140, 1866 Main Mall
Price: Free for ASIA Club members, $5 for nonmembers

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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RSVP is required. There are only 21 spaces available for this mini event so please register as
soon as possible.
RSVP here: http://www.asia.ubc.ca/2013/10/17/asiaclubcareernightworkingingovernment/

Featured Alumni

Keith Fedoruk, BA ’87 (Japanese), after leaving UBC, began working at the
Japanese Consulate in Vancouver. He is currently the Assistant to the Consul
for Cultural Affairs.

Paula Bennett, BA ' 73, has been working for various departments related
to Immigration Canada since 1973. She has worked all around the word,
from the US to Africa to Asia, and was most recently the First Secretary for
the Embassy of Canada in Beijing. Paula is now retired in Vancouver.

Michael Nicholas, BA '92, is the Director for India and
Southeast Asia with Trade and Invest British Columbia
where he leads a team of 15+ sector managers advising
corporate clients on business development from the
offices in Vancouver, Mumbai, Bangalore and Chandigarh.
Prior to this, he ran the Beijing Business Program that
brought more than 850 Canadian companies to China for
formal business development programs.
Michael spent almost a decade in Southeast Asia working
as an international management consultant and is fluent
in Indonesian. He has a degree in Southeast Asian Studies from UBC and an MBA from INSEAD
in France.

Japanese Music Night with Guest Performers Yamato
Kono and Ken'ichi Tokuzato
It's time to go to Music Night! The Japanese Language Program will hold a Music Night with
special guest performers Yamato Kono and Ken'ichi Tokuzato.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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この島（KONO-SHIMA）live. yamato original song

Wednesday, October 30, 2013
Time: 5:30pm  7:30pm
Location: Auditorium, Asian Centre
Price: Free and open to all UBC students.
Let's enjoy Japanese live music together! Bring your friends. We are very much looking forward
to singing with all of you!

Missed the 2013 Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture?
If you regret missing this year's Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture, with featured speaker Pai
Hsienyung, we have uploaded a gallery of pictures and a video of the entire lecture on Youtube!

video & photos >>

Abroad with Asian Studies: Kayla Black
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918

3/9

11/30/2016

The Update  October 22nd

Kayla Black, Asian Studies major, is studying at Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea, this year.
Asian Studies interviewed her about her first week on
exchange in the September 11th issue of the Update and
now she has sent us an email updating her on her current
situation:
Hi Everyone!
I just wanted to give you guys a little update now that I've
been in Korea for a little while. I am enjoying my life at Ewha.
I have been going to guest lectures as well as my classes, and
have been able to catch some really interesting
presentations! I've also realized that a surprising amount of
my professors have been to UBC and also know many of our
professors! Why, even in my classes I have had the chance to
read articles by our very own professors, such as Dr. Baker!
I've been trying to get involved in everything I can! I've
joined a great church and am currently taking a leadership
course, I've been scoping out swing dancing places, I'm taking
yoga classes, and I've also joined the Ewha Jazz Club (though
I haven't been to any of their meetings yet...). I'm also trying to look for volunteer or internship
opportunities to do on the side as well. All in all I'm just trying to be productive and use my time
here as best as I can!
I also found out tonight that I received the "Rosa Wai Wai Ho Scholarship in Asian Studies,"
which is in addition to the Community Prize for Korean Studies that I received in September. This
is a huge help to me, and will seriously be helping me continue my studies here in Korea.
As far as the shortterm future goes, I am planning on taking intensive Korean classes over the
Winter Break (here in Korea students get almost a 3 month break, so it's like one of UBC's
summer semesters thrown into the Winter Semester.) and I am constantly checking for cheap
flights around Asia in hopes of travelling a bit too! If you have any suggestions, let me know!
Hoping you are all well!
Kayla Black

Interested in Going Abroad? Asia Specific Info Session
Tomorrow!

Ever considered studying for a semester or a year in Asia? Well the Department of Asian Studies
has asked Go Global to provide an Asia specific information session on Wednesday, October 23rd!
Wednesday, October 23, 2013
Time: 2pm – 3pm
Location: Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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Go Global Website >>
List of Partner Universities in Asia >>

Congratulations to Robban Toleno for Being Awarded the
Khyentse Foundation Award of Excellence in Buddhist
Studies!

Robban, one of our Ph.D. students, was awarded the third annual Khyentse Foundation Award of
Excellence in Buddhist Studies. The award is meant to "encourage a new generation of students
to develop the primary skills and tools of Buddhist Studies, especially in the classical languages of
Buddhist traditions, by awarding students for their performance."
Robban is currently writing up his doctoral dissertation on questions of food, eating and
sustenance (corporeal and otherwise), based primarily on a rare Song dynasty Buddhist leishu
(categorized encyclopedia).

Julia Lovely Will be Going on Maternity Leave from the
End of this Week

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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We say goodbye and good luck to Julia Lovely, our Marketing, Events and Digital Communications
Coordinator, who will take her maternity leave from the end of this week October 25th. Oliver
Mann, a recent Asian Studies graduate, will be filling in her position once she leaves.

Sustainability Initiative of the Week : Sort it Out

Sort it Out aims to replace the existing garbage cans and recycling bins with bigger, better, more
consistent recycling stations.
Three or Four Clear Options
The recycling stations all feature the same signs, which use few words and many line drawings.
Studies have shown that people only take a few seconds to decide where to put something
before tossing it in the garbage hole, and they find this “iconbased signage” to be clearer than
text or photos. Especially on a campus where so many languages are spoken.
Towards a ZeroWaste Campus
The longterm goal is to turn UBC into a zerowaste campus. Concrete targets are being finalized
as part of the Zero Waste Action Plan, which hopefully gets approved by the end of 2013, but the
campus is trying to progressively increase diversion and reduce garbage every year going
forward, to align with the Metro Vancouver waste reduction programs.

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, October 22, 2013
Innovation in Reverse: What can the West learn from lowcost healthcare innovations from India
Time: 12:002:00pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Tuesday, October 22nd
Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme Info Sessions
Time: 12:302:00pm
Location: Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Thursday, October 24, 2013
The Death of a Nation: Pramoedya and the Mass Violence of 196566 in Indonesia
Time: 12:001:30pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Thursday, October 24, 2013
Perspectives on South Asia: Glimpses of History of the Religious Architecture in India
Time: 12:00pm
Location: Board Room 231, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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Wednesday, October 30, 2013
Brown Bag Lunch Talk Series: Japanese Women's Erotica and Fifty Shades of Grey
Time: 12:001:30pm
Location: Seminar Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Wednesday, October 30, 2013
History, Social Institutions, and the Philippines Biodiversity Crisis
Time: 5:307:00pm
Location: Multipurpose Room, Liu Institute for Global Issue, 6476 NW Marine Drive
Friday, November 1, 2013
Japanese Responses to Korean Popular Culture from Industrial and Political Perspectives and How
to Understand Cultural Globalization of Korean Cinema in the New Korean Wave Era
Time: 3:305:00pm
Location: Seminar Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Friday, November 1, 2013
Domestic Factors in China's External Policy: The Case of JapanChina Relations
Time: 4:006:00pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building,1855 West Mall Tuesday, November 5,
2013
Rising China and Global Governance: The G20 as a Litmus Test
Time: 5:006:30pm
Location: Coach House, Green College, 6201 Cecil Green Park Road
Price: Free
Tuesday, November 5, 2013
The New China  Should we be Afraid?
Time: 12:00pm 11:00am
Location: Cecil Green Park House, 6251 Cecil Green Park Road

OffCampus Events
Great Soul or Great Schemer? Exploring the Myth of Mahatma Gandhi  October 24th, 2013
China Goes Global Symposium  November 4th, 2013
POSTREDRESS: Research on Japanese Canadians: What are the Challenges? What are the
Possibilities?  Saturday, November 2, 2013
Osuwa Daiko Workshops Sunday, November 3, 2013

Student Opportunities:
The Great Trek
TEDxTerry Talks

An Interview with Asian Studies Alumnus Paula Bennett
Paula Bennett graduated from UBC in 1973 and has been working for
various departments related to Immigration Canada since. She will be a
featured guest for the Asian Studies Careers Series  Working in Government
Night.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918
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Please tell us a bit about yourself. Where do you live? What are you currently doing?
Since September 2011 I have been working in the visa section of the Canadian Embassy in
Beijing. I am responsible for our risk assessment unit that deals with fraud in the visa program
as well as our quality assurance program.
Did you always know you wanted to work in public service? What was your career
path like to get there? Did you have formal education or training?
I have been working since April 1973 for various departments related to Immigration. I was
hired while still a student at UBC so I never really got the chance to decide what I wanted to do
after graduation. I was studying Japanese and doing my Honours thesis when Mr. Gonnami in
the AsianStudies library told me about a job advertised in the local Japanese paper. The
requirement was for someone who spoke Japanese and French to work for Immigration at
Vancouver Airport. It was the Department of Manpower and Immigration at the time. I applied
and got the job and started working on the 16th of April. I have never looked back.
How did you start working abroad?
My first overseas assignment was in April 1975 when I was sent to Hong Kong to interview
Vietnamese boat people. That was all it took for me to want to continue working abroad
whenever I could. I had a second assignment in Manila, Philippines the following year. Both of
these were short assignments after which I returned to work in Vancouver.
In 1993 I took my family to Kenya for a three year assignment in Nairobi, where we stayed until
1996. I travelled to many places in Africa from Eritrea to South Africa.
Since then I have worked in Washington, DC, Singapore, Tokyo and now Beijing. Of course,
Tokyo was my dream assignment where I felt so at home. As part of my Japanese studies I had
spent two years in Japan.
How is working and living abroad as a foreigner?
Living abroad makes one grateful for how good we have it in Canada. It also gives us the
wonderful opportunity to see the world and to experience other rich cultures. Being a
representative for Immigration can be incredibly rewarding.
Pros: travel, learn languages, making many friends from all over the world and sometimes re
connecting on subsequent assignments, it was enriching for my children who were with me in
Kenya.
Cons: missing family, being far away when there are family emergencies, not having family close
when you have an emergency, security in some countries is an issue and pollution is a concern
in China.
Any Advice for other alumni that hope to go abroad?
I guess my best advice is to be openminded and don’t go abroad hoping or expecting it to be like
home. If that is what you want, stay home. Living abroad can be incredibly enriching.
What is one of your funniest or awkward mistakes as a foreigner?
I have had lots of fun abroad. Hard to think of any one incident but when in Japan travelling with
Japanese friends, if I ask a person on the street a question in Japanese, the person will always
respond to my friend rather than to me. This is only odd if you know how colloquial my Japanese
is!

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email
to oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918

8/9

11/30/2016

The Update  October 22nd

Follow Asian Studies:

Subscribe | Unsubscribe | Send this to a friend

asia.ubc.ca
1871 West Mall
#607
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada
V6T 1Z3
This email was created and delivered using Mailout

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=496985&q=0&qz=cc0918

9/9

