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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Recap: 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Lecture

The Department would like to express its gratitude to all of the people who attended the 10th
Annual Yip So Man Wat Lecture on Wednesday. For those who were unable to make it, the
lecture is now available on Youtube.
Here are some photographs from the event:
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Click here for the full photoset>>

Failures of Departure and Arrival
The Department of Asian Studies will be hosting Dr. Hilary Chung of the University of Auckland
for a lecture on the topic of migration by ship. The lecture will take the form of a comparative
examination of two historical migrant journeys by ship, the SS Komagata Maru in 1914 and the
SS Ventnor in 1902. The Department of Asia Studies' Dr. Anne Murphy will be providing a
response.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Tuesday, October 21, 2014
4:00 pm
Room 599, Buchanan Tower, 1873 East Mall, UBC

CJR Lunchtime Lecture Series: Contemporary Japanese
Calligraphy
The UBC Center for Japanese Research (CJR) will be holding a series of lectures at lunchtime on
every other Tuesday that is open to all those interested. The next lecture will be given by Dr.
Fuyubi Nakamura on contemporary Japanese calligraphy on the 4th of November. Those
attending are encouraged to bring a lunch!
The lecture following Dr. Nakamura's will take place on the 21st November, and will be given by
Dr. Asami Tsuda. The lecture is entitled "A Saviour for Pronunciation Problems? Ultrasound
Application to the Empowerment of Pronunciation Teaching and Learning." The lectures will all
take place in Room 604 in the Asian Centre between 12:30 and 1:30 pm.

Tuesday, November 4th, 2014
12:30  1:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Check out the CJR's website for their lunchtime lecture series>>
Click here for the CJR's homepage>>

Japanese Design Today
This rare opportunity to learn about current trends in Japanese design and architecture will
feature Professor Hiroshi Kashiwagi from Musashino Art University, and Mr. Yoshifumi
Nakamura, an architect and furniture designer who also teaches at the College of Industrial
Technology at Nihon University. The afternoon will begin with highlights from the Design 100
Exhibition, showing in Toronto and Montreal this fall. This will be followed by a lecture by
Professor Kashiwagi, who will provide a broad overview of Japanese contemporary design, which
is rooted in the modernization projects of the 1920s. Mr. Nakamura will speak from his
perspective as a practitioner in the field, and will explain the characteristics of Japanese design.
His talk will focus on terms associated with Japanese design, such as “crafty,” “minimal,”
“thoughtful,” “compact,” and “cute.”
Lectures will be given in Japanese with English interpretation. There will be a 20minute break
between the first lecture and second; attendees are welcome to join for either, or both.
Presented by: Japan Foundation Toronto & UBC Library
Sponsors: Consulate General of Japan in Vancouver & UBC Asian Studies Department

Thursday, October 23, 2014
First lecture:2:00  2:50 pm
Second lecture: 3:10 to 4:30 pm (with a break between 2:50 and 3:10)
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC

A Celebration of Yukman Lai’s 50 Years of Brushwork
An exhibition entitled "A Celebration of Yukman Lai’s 50 Years of Brushwork" will be held during
October 25 – November 1, 2014, daily from 11 am to 5 pm. at UBC Asian Centre.
Yukman Lai (19492013), an eminent ChineseCanadian artist, calligrapher and seal engraver,
was born in China and raised in Hong Kong. He studied watercolor painting, calligraphy,
traditional Chinese painting and seal carving under several noted masters. In 1991, he
immigrated to Vancouver where he became a prominent educator, promoter and artist of ink
painting and calligraphy. He was passionate in fostering eastern and western crosscultural
fusion, and was a friend of the Department. His works have been collected by art galleries and
museums in Canada, Hong Kong and mainland China, and his paintings and calligraphy were
selected by Canada Post to be featured on postage stamps in 1999 and 2001.
The exhibition, which encompasses the essence of Mr. Lai’s 50 years of artistic life, are cohosted
by the Department of Asian Studies, UBC and S.U.C.C.E.S.S.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Opening Ceremony:
Satuday, October 25, 2014
2:00 pm
Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
For more information on the exhibit, visit our site
To learn more about the artist, visit his website

Embracing Decline? Understanding the Dynamics of
Aging, Depopulation and WellBeing in Rural Japan
Dr. Peter Matanle, of Sheffield University, will be holding a lecture on the topic of population
decline in modern Japan. The talk will examine the fragmentation and disappearance of rural
communities, seeking to describe the effects this phenomenon will have on Japan as well as the
rest of East Asia. Matanle explores the options left to the Japanese people: since it seems
improbable that the decline will reverse, rural communities must embrace their current situation
and create new opportunities.
Admission to the event is free, but attendees must RSVP online in advance.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Wednesday, October 22, 2014
12:00  1:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Click here for more information>>
RSVP for Dr. Matanle's talk

Upcoming Workshop and Lectures with Dr. Charlotte von
Verschuer
Thanks to the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies and the Consulate General of Japan in
Vancouver, Professor Christina Laffin will be hosting Dr. Charlotte von Verschuer from the École
Pratique des Hautes Études (EPHE) for a weeklong visit as part of the French Scholars Series.
Through the support of the Robert H.N. Ho Family Foundation Program in Buddhism and
Contemporary Society, the Institute of Asian Research, and the Department of Asian Studies
Yabe Fund, Dr. von Verschuer will join us for a workshop on a medieval scroll and two public
lectures.
Monday, November 3, 2014: Workshop on The Illustrated Biography of the Priest
Ippen (Ippen shonin eden, 1299)
10:00  3:00 pm
Asian Centre 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Thursday, November 6, 2014: Lecture on Rice in Japanese Culture: Myth and Reality
from a Premodern Perspective
12:00  1:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Friday, November 7: Lecture on The Trousseau of a Japanese Noblewoman
6:00  7:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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For further information on each session, visit the Asian Studies website

UBC ASIA to Hold First Prof Luncheon of the Year
UBC ASIAthe Asian Studies Interest Association is proud to host a series of Prof Luncheons
this year. Each month, you can have the chance to meet one of our Asian Studies professors in
a casual lunch setting, asking them the questions you have always wanted to ask. Light lunch
and refreshments are provided at each meeting.

Wednesday, October 29th, 2014: with Ms. Yanting Fan, visiting Chinese language
lecturer
Time: 12:00pm
Location: Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
RSVP required (sign up nowthere are only 20 spots!)
RSVP here>>

Congratulations to Dr. Bruce and Ju Chan Fulton!
The Department would like to congratulate Dr. Bruce and Ju Chan Fulton on winning the
Massachusetts Review's 4th Annual Chametzky Prize for Translation for their translation of Kim
Taeyong's "Pig on Grass." The judges unanimously agreed that the Fultons' work was the top
prose translation published by MR in 2012 and 2013. The judges were particularly impressed by
the "quirky, deceptive intelligence" of the piece, and agreed that the Fultons' work represents
the best in Korean translation today.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Read the Fultons' translation of "Pig on Grass" here>>

Janet Hong Wins PEN/Heim Translation Fund Grant
Along with the Fultons, Asian Studies graduate Janet Hong has been chosen as a recipient for
the PEN/Heim translation fellowship for her translation of Han Yujoo's The Impossible Fairytale.
Janet's translation was lauded as having "pitchperfect, limpid rendering," and "cast[ing] a
hypnotic spell."
The majority of those who receive the grant become published, and so the Department wishes
Janet the best in her ambitions.

Read Janet Hong's translation of The Impossible Fairytale here>>
Click here for more information on the PEN Translation Fund>>
Click here to read about all of this year's winners>>

Congratulations to Casey Collins for Being
Awarded the Khyentse Foundation Award
of Excellence in Buddhist Studies!
Casey Collins, one of our M.A. students, was awarded the fourth annual Khyentse
Foundation Award of Excellence in Buddhist Studies. The award is meant to "encourage a new
generation of students to develop the primary skills and tools of Buddhist Studies, especially in
the classical languages of Buddhist traditions, by awarding students for their performance."

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Casey studies theories and methodologies of religious studies, and is particularly interested in
theories of cultural evolution and phenomenology of religion. His research focuses on the modern
Japanese new religious movement Shinnyoen, religious normativity, authority, and prosocial
behaviour. He says he is "deeply grateful to the Khyentse Foundation for their encouraging and
generous gift. I was really surprised and heartened by their recognition, and it inspired me to
continue working hard at my studies."

Ms. Amelia Chow, Khyentse Foundation Board Member with Casey

Intensive Chinese Program at Yunnan Normal University
UBC Go Global is offering students the opportunity to participate in an intensive Chinese
language program at Yunnan Normal University from May through July. Students will receive
200 hours of instruction from Chinese language instructors from the Teaching Training Center
for the International Promotion of Chinese Language, as well as 9 transfer credits upon
completion of the program.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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Information Session:
Monday, October 27, 2014
Time: 1:00  2:00 pm
Location: Room B319, Buchanan Building Block B, 1866 Main Mall, UBC
Click here for more information or to start your application>>

OnCampus Events
Wednesday, October 22, 2014
Soundwalk with Tyler Kinnear
2:00  3:30 pm
Belkin Art Gallery, 1825 Main Mall, UBC
Thursday, November 13, 2014
Street Scenes/Senses
1:00  2:00 pm
Belkin Art Gallery, 1825 Main Mall, UBC

OffCampus Events
Chrysanthemums and Maple Leaves: Festival of Japanese Music (additional events on
linked page)
October 22, 2014: In an Autumn Garden, featuring Naomo Sato (sho)
8:00 pm
Orpheum Annex, 823 Seymour Street, Vancouver
October 26, 2014: Naomi Sato, Miyama McQueenTokita, & Bruce Huebner with Emily
Carr String Quartet
7:00 pm
Open Space Gallery, 510 Fort Street, Victoria
October 29, 2014: Breathing the Past: Music From Ancient Japan
12:00 pm
Roy Barnett Recital Hall, School of Music Building, 6361 Memorial Road, UBC
October 29, 2014 and November 2, 2014: A Kuroshio Breeze: Chamber Music for
Voice & Japanese Instruments
7:30 pm (both nights)
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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The Orpheum Annex, 823 Seymour Street, Vancouver (October 29)
Nikkei Cultural Centre (November 2, preconcert talk at 6:45 pm), 6688 Southoaks
Crescent, Burnaby
November 1, 2014: Chrysanthemums & Maple Leaves: Japanese Interventions
7:30 pm
Frederic Wood Theatre, 6354 Crescent Road, UBC

Friday, October 24, 2014
Taiwan’s Economic Development, Relations with mainland China, and the bid for the
TransPacific Partnership
Time: 6:00  7:00 pm
Location: Policy Room 7000, Harbour Centre, 515 West Hastings St., Vancouer
Tuesday, October 28, 2014|
Parallel Paths: Japanese Diplomacy & Nikkei Heritage
*Registration required, do so here
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Center, 6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby

November 1, 2014: Melodies of Japan  An Introduction to Japanese Music and
Instruments
*Registration requested, please RSVP to this address
1:00  2:30 pm
Vancouver Japanese Language School & Japanese Hall, 487 Alexander Street, Vancouver

Student Opportunities
UBC Trek has announced new student placements as well as an extended deadline (October 24)
for volunteers! Get engaged with your community through local nonprofits today!
Call for Papers: Annual International Conference on Regional Studies: Asian, African, American,
and European (AAAE)deadline is October 24th!
Dr. Yves Tiberghien, Head of the Institute of Asian Research and Political Science Professor, is
offering an opportunity for students to join him in Chongqing, China for a threeweek course on
the modern Chinese political climate
Korean Speech Contest: Write and deliver a speech in Korean and win great prizes! Apply by
October 27th.
URO Research Experience Program: Undergraduate Student Recruitment
The AsiaPacific Youth Organization (APYO) is looking for participants in its 2014 AsiaPacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Beijing. Participants will have the opportunity to
research and discuss regional and global issues with each other. More information and the online
application can be accessed here.
The Japanese Consulate is looking for people who want to work in Japan as either an English
teacher, or for the local government. Applications and more information can be accessed here.
Alumni Spotlight: Kayla Black, BA 2014

Every Update we take an Asian Studies Alumnus from our Asian Studies LinkedIn Group and
interview them on their paths after graduation. This issue we catch up with Kayla Black
What fascinated you the most while being immersed in a new culture?
I think one of the fascinating things about Seoul is its trends. You cannot live in Seoul and not
know the trends—you are bombarded with them wherever you go. Especially living at Edae
(Ewha Womans University area) a.k.a. the area for cheap,
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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(Ewha Womans University area) a.k.a. the area for cheap,
fashionable clothes, I could spot anyone in clothes from our
shops from a mile away, and they were everywhere.
Some of the trends that were really big while I was in Korea
were
·
Waffles! From fancy expensive ones in cafes to $1 ones
on the street!
·
Orange lipstick! (it looked more red on though) You
could see whole groups of middle school girls come on the
train, all wearing the exact same makeup! (maybe it’s a sign
of loyalty?)
·

Sheer floral printed clothing! Yes. Even on guys.

·
Honey Comb Soft Ice Cream! I thought it was just,
“Meh,” but they were everywhere!
·
EXO, SISTAR, APink, Fly To the Sky…Really, once a
song was released you would hear it EVERYWHERE 24/7 for MONTHS. In the makeup shops,
the clothing shops, the coffee shops, the restaurants, the radio, the train station…there was no
avoiding the Kpop! And FROZEN! I wanted that song to be ‘Let Go’! Regardless of if you were a
Kpop fan or not, you were marinated in it and whether you admit it or not, you sang those exact
same songs in noraebang (karaoke room).
What was your favourite experience in Korea?
Honestly my most special experiences were just the regular happy moments of hanging out with
my dear friends chatting, eating bingsoo, and singing noraebang!
If I were to pick one really special moment though, I’d have to say my time spent swing dancing
in Korea was amazing. I had done a bit of swing dance at UBC, but then found a club and got
involved in Korea during my second semester. I signed up for a inKorean Swing Dance class, met
some great people and just danced the nights away! “Happy Bar” in Sinchon has this great
ambiance with little Christmas lights decorating the roof, mirrors on the walls, upbeat music, and
hundreds of happy and talented dancers (seriously, it’s so packed it’s like clubbing! Only it’s swing
dancing!).
One of my first days, we had lessons from 57:30, took a 30 minute dinner break in our
groups, and then returned for general dancing which went until midnight. I ended up dancing
from 5pm12pm and had the most fantastic and magical time! Swing dancing is surprisingly
popular in Seoul, and people go every night of the week! I really recommend anyone to go try it
out!
What was the most memorable class/educational experience for you? How did
studying/researching at a different university contribute to your academic career and
perspective?
As far as my educational experience went in Korea, it was fine. I learned more about Korean
history than I knew before and improved my Korean, but there were many dull dull hours spent
(and Ewha has an obsession with Group Projects!) So we’ll just say in general it made me
appreciate and love UBC haha! Probably one of my most memorable classes was actually a
distance education class from the University of Hawaii (that offered their class at Ewha) called
“Korean Women in History.” Fantastic class that really opened my eyes to a lot of things I didn’t
know about before.
*Note: I was fortunate and did not need full year’s course credits while in Korea, as I had spent
many summers in summer school at UBC. I’d choose spending time exploring or meeting people
over doing homework usually, after all this is a foreign country and homework can be done back
in Canada.
How has your learning abroad experience shaped or changed you? After returning to
Canada what is next?
It has made me see my Canadian home as greener pastures, literally! I hadn’t realized how
smoggy Seoul had been until I saw the clear blue skys, blue mountains, and green grass of my
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=620077&q=0&qz=6092c6
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countryside home….
Nevertheless, I really loved the energy and the ????(fastpaced) lifestyle in Korea and am
working on returning ASAP or rather ASAJ (As Soon As Job)!
As long as everything transfers as it should, I am about to be a graduated woman on the job
hunt! I have been dividing my search between Vancouver and Seoul for communicationbased
work or internships (e.g., Public Relations, Social Media, etc.), but I’m also very open to new
experiences and new opportunities.
I had everyone telling me to teach English while I was in Korea, from taxi drivers to my best
friends, and am now (ironically) teaching English in Vancouver (when I never did it in Seoul),
while looking for other opportunities.
5) What advice would you give to students interested in a similar program?
Making international friends is easy, speaking in English all the time is easy, but if you’re in Korea
(especially for language study) it’s a constant fight to break out of this bubble. Most of my close
Korean friends were friends I already knew from Canada. My advice is to know your hobby or
search for it, and then find a Korean group that shares your interests (e.g., Swing Dancing!) , or
another great way to meet people is to find out about Language Exchange Nights at different
Cafes, these are super popular; the only issue is making sure you get a chance to speak Korean
too!

Join our LinkedIn page and start networking with Asian Studies alumni and students >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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