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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture
The Department of Asian Studies is pleased to invite you to our 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat
Memorial Lecture. One of our largest lectures of the year, it is preceded by a reception where
students may mingle with faculty, alumni and our guest speaker over light refreshments. This
year Professor Victor Mair of the University of Pennsylvania will speak on Changing Language
in China: The Evolution of Chinese and the Impact of the Internet.

Wednesday, October 15, 2014
7:00 pm Lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Registration required  Free and open to the public
Details & registration >>

Big Gods, Cooperation, and the Emergence of Large
Scale Societies
This talk, featuring the Department's Professor Slingerland, will address the attempt to provide a
cultural evolutionary explanation for the rise of the world’s major civilizations within the broader
context of religious studies and the history of religion.
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Friday, October 17, 2014
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Institute of Asian Research, C. K. Choi Building, 2511855 West Mall, UBC
Click here for more details>>

Embracing Decline? Understanding the Dynamics of
Aging, Depopulation and WellBeing in Rural Japan
Dr. Peter Matanle, of Sheffield University, will be holding a lecture on the topic of population
decline in modern Japan. The talk will examine the fragmentation and disappearance of rural
communities, seeking to describe the effects this phenomenon will have on Japan as well as the
rest of East Asia. Matanle explores the options left to the Japanese people: since it seems
improbable that the decline will reverse, rural communities must embrace their current situation
and create new opportunities.
Admission to the event is free, but attendees must RSVP online in advance.

Wednesday, October 22, 2014
12:00  1:30 pm
Room 120, Ck Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Click here for more information>>
RSVP for Dr. Matanle's talk
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Upcoming Workshop and Lectures with Dr. Charlotte von
Verschuer
Thanks to the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies and the Consulate General of Japan in
Vancouver, Professor Christina Laffin will be hosting Dr. Charlotte von Verschuer from the École
Pratique des Hautes Études (EPHE) for a weeklong visit as part of the French Scholars Series.
Through the support of the Robert H.N. Ho Family Foundation Program in Buddhism and
Contemporary Society, the Institute of Asian Research, and the Department of Asian Studies
Yabe Fund, Dr. von Verschuer will join us for a workshop on a medieval scroll and two public
lectures.
Monday, November 3, 2014: Workshop on The Illustrated Biography of the Priest
Ippen (Ippen shonin eden, 1299)
10:00  3:00 pm
Asian Centre 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Thursday, November 6, 2014: Lecture on Rice in Japanese Culture: Myth and Reality
from a Premodern Perspective
12:00  1:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Friday, November 7: Lecture on The Trousseau of a Japanese Noblewoman
6:00  7:30 pm
Room 120, C. K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC

For further information on each session, visit the Asian Studies website

Special Ceremony and Reception for Mr. Robert H. N. Ho
and The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation
We are pleased to invite you to a special ceremony and reception for
Mr. Robert H. N. Ho and The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation, hosted
by Dean Gage Averill on Friday, October 17 at 11:00 AM in the C.K.
Choi Building.
Please RSVP to Jenna White by Friday, October 10th. Additional
details can be found here.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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UBC ASIA to Hold First Prof Luncheon of the Year
UBC ASIAthe Asian Studies Interest Association is proud to host a series of Prof Luncheons
this year. Each month, you can have the chance to meet one of our Asian Studies professors in
a casual lunch setting, asking them the questions you have always wanted to ask. Light lunch
and refreshments are provided at each meeting.

Wednesday, October 29th, 2014: with Ms. Yanting Fan, visiting Chinese language
lecturer
Time: 12:00pm
Location: Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
RSVP required (sign up nowthere are only 20 spots!)
RSVP here>>

Intensive Chinese Program at Yunnan Normal University
UBC Go Global is offering students the opportunity to participate in an intensive Chinese
language program at Yunnan Normal University from May through July. Students will receive
200 hours of instruction from Chinese language instructors from the Teaching Training Center
for the International Promotion of Chinese Language, as well as 9 transfer credits upon
completion of the program.

Information Session:
Monday, October 27, 2014

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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Time: 1:00  2:00 pm
Location: Room B319, Buchanan Building Block B, 1866 Main Mall, UBC
Click here for more information or to start your application>>

Featured Term 2 Course: ASIA 384
This course provides students with a comprehensive introduction to and analysis of
the Zhuangzi, a foundational text in the spiritual, literary, and philosophical traditions of East
Asia. Students will read the Zhuangzi in its entirety, and explore indepth the claims and themes
of the text. The class will furthermore consider the textual history of the work, its reception in
the centuries subsequent to its creation, its impact on East Asian thought, and the implications
it may have for the modern era.

Register for ASIA 384 now >>

NIJL Symposium Recap
The Department of Asian Studies, in collaboration with the National Institute of Japanese
Literature (NIJL), hosted a oneday symposium on classical Japanese literature on the 26th of
September. The event was divided into two parts, with the theme of the morning half being
"Heian Literature as Seen in Translation," and the afternoon half featuring lectures on
"The Grammatology of Kanji and Kana.” The symposium included 6 participants from Japan
from three universities in addition to NIJLand two scholars from the US, including UBC PhD
alumna Gergana Ivanova (University of Cincinnati).

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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Prof. Midorikawa Machiko lectures on Waley’s Tale of Genji

General discussion. On the right side of the table, from far to near: Prof. Sonja Arntzen
(University of Toronto, emerita and UBC alumna), Prof. Torquil Duthie (UCLA), Prof. Joshua
Mostow (UBC), NIJL DirectorGeneral Prof. Imanishi Yûichirô, Prof. Unno Keisuke (NIJL) &, with
her back to us, Prof. Christina Laffin (UBC)
Learn more about UBC and NIJL's ongoing academic exchange>>

Chinese Fun Night  Photos
On Monday, October 6th, CHIN 101 and CHIN 111 students got together for the annual Chinese
Fun Night, organized by the Chinese language program at UBC. The night began with
the xuesheng (students) bringing handmade business cards and family photos to exchange or
share with other students, which they were asked to place in their ‘passports’booklets with
instructions for three unique activities designed to improve students’ ability to communicate
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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in putonghua (Mandarin) while also building their confidence, a critical step in second language
acquisition.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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more pictures >>

Dr. Slingerland to Offer Massive Online Course on
Chinese Thought
Asian Studies' own Edward Slingerland will be offering a MOOCmassive open online course
named Foundations of Chinese Thought. The course begins on the 14th of October, and is being
offered for free through the online learning platform edX to anyone interested.
Professor Slingerland's course is part of the wave of MOOCs being newly offered by UBC. The
course is freely available to not just UBC students, but to anyone worldwide who has an internet
connection. Additionally, edX hosts courses in varying disciplines from other worldclass
universities including Harvard, UCBerkeley, and MIT.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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Read more about Dr. Slingerland's course on the UBC website >>
Check out the course page for Foundations of Chinese Thought on edX >>

Asian Studies Professor Voices His Opinions on Hong
Kong Protests
Dr. Leo K. Shin is a professor of History and Asian Studies who teaches
about the history of Imperial China. He was recently contacted by
several news outlets for his scholarly insight regarding the ongoing
prodemocracy demonstrations occurring in Hong Kong.
9/29 CBC (video): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOnGhXtMmcw
10/3 Deutsche Welle: http://www.dw.de/radicalactionsmay
underminepublicsupportforhkprotests/a17972223
10/5 Ubyssey: http://ubyssey.ca/features/hongkongprotestsubc
weighsinontheroleof324/
10/6 BCIT “For the Record” (audio): http://commons.bcit.ca/broadcastnews/2014/10/06/for
therecordprofessorleoshinonthehongkongdemocracymovement3/

Lecturer of the Year Awards
This year's inaugural Lecturer of the Year awards grew naturally out of a longstanding desire to
be more enterprising in recognizing and celebrating the achievements in teaching and pedagogy
among colleagues in the Lecturer rank. The Lecturer rank is dedicated entirely to teaching, and
Lecturers teach the vast bulk of the language courses that comprise the backbone of much of
the teaching in the department. The Department felt it important to institute an inhouse
mechanism for official recognition of both teaching excellence and teaching innovation at the
local department level, and hopes that these new awards, in conjunction with the new system of
Peer Reviews of Teaching, will lead over time to a departmental culture that encourages and
celebrates innovation and excellence in teaching. The two inaugural winners, Dr. Robert Chen
and Ihhwa Kim, have both made enormous contributions to our Chinese and Japanese language
programs, respectively, and are richly deserving of recognition.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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To read more about our two distinguished lecturers, visit the Asian Studies website>>

OnCampus Events
Thursday, October 9, 2014
"Commodity Shocks and Local Public Goods: A Tale of Two Districts" (joint with
Sebastian Dettman, Cornell University)
Time: 12:00  1:30 pm
Location: Room 120, C.K.Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Friday, October 10, 2014
The Jokowi Era: A New Age for Indonesia?
Time: 9:00 am  4:30 pm
Location: Room 120, C.K.Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Thursday, October 16, 2014
Conversation Series at the Belkin Art Gallery
Time: 1:00  2:00 pm
Location: Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, 1825 Main Mall, UBC
Monday, October 20, 2014
For Whom the Bell Tolls: Bells, Hells, and Venerating Dizang in China
Register Here
Time: 6:30  8:00 pm
Location: Room C100, UBC Robson Square, 800 Robson Street, Vancouver

OffCampus Events
Saturday, October 18, 2014
We All Live in the Forbidden City
Time: 12:00  4:00 pm
Location: Library Square Centre at Vancouver Public Library, 350 West Georgia, Vancouver
Tuesday, October 28, 2014|
Parallel Paths: Japanese Diplomacy & Nikkei Heritage
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Center, 6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby

Student Opportunities
Call for Papers: Annual International Conference on Regional Studies: Asian, African, American,
and European (AAAE)
Dr. Yves Tiberghien, Head of the Institute of Asian Research and Political Science Professor, is
offering an opportunity for students to join him in Chongqing, China for a threeweek course on
the modern Chinese political climate
Korean Speech Contest: Write and deliver a speech in Korean and win great prizes! Apply by
October 27th.
URO Research Experience Program: Undergraduate Student Recruitment
The China Institute is looking for volunteers to help out with an event at the Vancouver Public
Library that will commemorate the beginning of their new publishing and education program, We
All Live in the Forbidden City. Those interested are encouraged to read the following linked
document.
Student volunteers are wanted for the 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture on
Wednesday, October 15. Those interested should contact Oliver Mann at oliver.mann@ubc.ca
The AsiaPacific Youth Organization (APYO) is looking for participants in its 2014 AsiaPacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Beijing. Participants will have the opportunity to
research and discuss regional and global issues with each other. More information and the online
application can be accessed here.
The Japanese Consulate is looking for people who want to work in Japan as either an English
teacher, or for the local government. Applications and more information can be accessed here.

Today in Asian Studies with Dr. Victor Mair
Dr. Victor Mair is a professor of Chinese language and literature
at the University of Pennsylvania. He specializes in popular
Buddhist literature as well as in written vernacular Chinese. He
will be giving a lecture on the effects of the Internet on the
Chinese language at the 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Lecture
held by the Department of Asian Studies on the 15th of
October.
Interview conducted by Nick Stember, Asian Studies Graduate
Student.
Early on, your work mainly focused on the premodern
period. More recently, you have written at length on
how the Chinese language is evolving under the
influence of technological, political, and economic
forces. What prompted this expansion in focus?
Two reasons:
a. I am by nature a philologist. That means I am interested in
language and linguistics. Consequently, I have long taught a
popular course called "Language, Script, and Society in China" at Penn, and that has led me to
devote a considerable amount of my attention to what is happening to Chinese at the present
time.
b. Although I am still decidedly a premodernist, I feel that it is my duty to understand what is
going on in China at the present moment, because I used to travel there frequently and have
many friends there. I want to know what is happening to them.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=615140&q=0&qz=2a9b2c
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The third edition of the Dictionary of Modern Standard Chinese was recently released
to much fanfare. Many news outlets have remarked on the decision not to include the
popular saying "leftover women". What do you think about this decision, and what do
you think it might say about language policy in China?
All dictionary makers have to make decisions about what to include and what to omit. The
editors of the new edition of the Dictionary of Modern Standard Chinese probably felt that the
term is unnecessarily demeaning and that it was transitory (would not last). That's their call.
The upcoming Alibaba IPO is currently making waves in the financial papers, a sign of
the growing importance of the Chinese ecommerce to global markets. Meanwhile,
the socalled "Great Firewall," and the other various censorship mechanisms of the
Party show no sign of weakening, leading Chinese netizens to employ a wildly
creative variety of slang terms to get around the censors. How do you think the
Chinese internet will develop in the future?
We now know that the Alibaba IPO was wildly successful, bringing in $25 billion, but we don't
know how long the euphoria will last. What really matters is how well Alibaba will deliver on its
promised services.
As for censorship of the media in China, I think this is a hugely important issue, one which will
have serious implications for the health of the Chinese economy and society. If the crackdown
continues to intensify, as we read in the news every day, the internet simply cannot continue to
function as an effective and unfettered means of communication.
On your group blog, Language Log, you recently criticized the Chinese language start
up Chineasy for their misleading approach to Chinese language pedagogy, and for
several glaring factual errors in their promotional materials. At the same time, this
company was able to raise over 300 thousand dollars in their monthlong Kickstarter
campaign, and they have recently signed a contract with a wellknown publisher.
What is it about Chineasy that you think appeals so much to wouldbe language
learners?
It's perceived to be a painless quick fix, plus it has clever graphics and a very effective marketing
team. But the linguistics behind it is horrendously poor. Chineasy is deceiving and harming
countless individuals who believe that it will help them learn Chinese quickly and easily. It will do
neither. In the end, it will only frustrate those who use it in an attempt to learn Chinese.
As China's economic influence in the world grows, some are predicting we will see a
concurrent growth in linguistic and cultural influence as well. You have posted on
supposed Chinglish borrowings in English several times on your blog (for
example, http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=12245), finding that unlike
Japanese, for example, few Chinese words have successfully entered the English
lexicon. What barriers to entry are limiting the spread of Mandarinlanguage movies,
television, and music into other countries?
If China wants to have a cultural impact on other countries in movies, television, music,
literature, and so forth, it needs to develop greater creativity and originality in all of these fields.
It can't just rely on advertising, propaganda, and so forth.

In your long career as a sinologist, you have seen enormous changes in the attitude
of the Chinese government towards the cultural and linguistic heritage of China. How
do you see this shift in attitude influencing the Chinese education system in the
future, both in mainland China, and also in the larger â€œsinosphereâ€ of Hong
Kong, Taiwan, and overseas Chinese communities, like Vancouver?
Overseas Chinese communities will tend to be more conservative in their ideals, though
progressive in their actual lifestyle and usages. Mainland China will continue to race to the
future, because its overwhelming desire is to be preeminent in science, technology, commerce,
and so on, and it cannot achieve those aims without modernization across the board  or so its
leaders think.
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We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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