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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

*TODAY* The Inaugural Dhahan International Punjabi
Literature Prize
The first Dhahan International Punjabi Literature Prize will be awarded today with readings by
celebrated local authors Fauzia Rafique and Ajmer Rode, and scholar NikkyGuninder Kaur Singh.

Tuesday, October 8, 2013
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: The Golden Jubilee Room (Irving K Barber Learning Centre) 1961 East Mall
Sponsors: UBC Asian Studies, Canada India Education Society
more info >>

$2,000,000 Donation to Sponsor the Development of a
Cantonese Studies Program
Last week at the 2013 Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture, Gage Avrill, Dean of Arts, announced a
$2,000,000 donation to sponsor the development of a Cantonese Studies program at UBC. The
program will include Cantonese language courses, Cantonese literature courses and is an
extraordinarily generous gift by brothers Alex and Chi Shum Watt. We believe this is one of the
largest donations ever in Canada towards a language studies program and, with this donation,
UBC will now be among few institutions that offer a Cantonese Studies program.
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video of announcement >>

UBC Annual Reports Features Dr. Edward Slingerland
As part of UBC's Connected by Commitment campaign Asian Studies Professor, Dr. Edward
Slingerland, has been chosen to represent UBC's commitment to research excellence. A new
project on religion and morality being pursued by the Cultural Evolution of Religion Research
Consortium and led by Dr. Slingerland is in a feature called Digging Into Religion in this years
Annual Report.

Digging Into Religion >>

Chinese Flexible Learning Project in the News
This month Ming Pao published an article about a Chinese flexible learning project being led by
Dr. Qian Wang, Ms. Xinxin Wu, Ms. Chienju Lin, and Ms. Yuchi Kuo, our current CHIN101/103
instructors. The project, called Your Chinese Learning, Your Way, will use the online learning
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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system Connect to provide short exercises that can be repeated and that will give instant
feedback so students can reach perfection over a variety of platforms: smart phones, tablets, or
computers.
Ming Pao article >>

Artless Song Through Cherry lips: Writing the Child in
Colonial Korea
Professor Dafna Zur, Asian Studies alumnus and currently an assistant professor at the
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford University, will be returning to
UBC to give a lecture on South Korea. In this talk she will delve into the magazine Orini's,
published from 19231931, aesthetic politics to argue that the texts and image created a unique
and affectively privileged literary and visual landscape in colonial Korea.
Friday, October 11, 2013
Time: 3:30pm5:00pm
Location: Conference Room #120, C.K. Choi Building
Sponsor: Centre for Korean Research and Department of Asian Studies
more info>>

2013 Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture  Photos
The Yip So Man Memorial lecture was a huge success with over 500 people registering for the
main lecture, Father and the Republic. Below are some pictures of Pai Hsienyung's events over
the last week:

From left to right: Ross King (Head of Asian Studies), Gage Averill (Dean of Arts), Alex Watt, Pai
Hsienyung, Chi Shum Watt, Leo Shin (Asian Studies & History Professor)

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Pai Hsienyung at the Wat lecture

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Dr. Pai shared a collection of photographs of his late Father, whose career greatly influenced the
history of the Republic of China

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Dr. Leo Shin, Asian Studies professor, welcomed Dr. Pai onto the Stage last Wednesday

Dr. Pai with Dr. Kate Swatek discussing Pai's famous Opera Poeny Pavilion

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Dr. Pai giving an exclusive lecture to students on the making of his famous book Taipei People

Taipei People Book signing after the lecture

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Dr. Pai smiling, as he converses with students

Students waiting for the Taipei People Book signing

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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UBC students, Dr. Pai and Dr. Chris Rea gathered in the Asian Centre

New Work Study Student Profile
We are glad to welcome Taylor Sadler as a new Work Study
student assisting in the main office. Here is a short
profile regarding her occupation, goals and interests:
Hi, I’m a 3rd year transfer student from Langara, majoring in the
Asian Language and Culture (Japan) program, and also doing a
minor in Linguistics. I’ve probably been fascinated with Japanese
popculture since I discovered Pokemon at age 8. My interest has
evolved quite a bit since then to include religion, folklore, the arts,
and especially the language! I’ve stayed in Japan for only one
month and have been itching to go back ever since, either for
pleasure or work. I’m hoping to participate in the JET program
after I finish my degree, then look around at Graduate schools
once my central focus has been determined (I want to pursue too
many things!).
As briefly mentioned above, I tend to like all things ‘Japan’
(though I can get pretty picky about food…), but my second love definitely has to be reading
(usually fiction) novels. I’m hoping I can improve my Japanese reading ability enough to be able
to combine the two. My extracurriculars right now are down to being a Tandem partner (really
great oncampus, languagelearning program!) and being a Girl Guide leader, (because I really
like hiking and camping).
I wanted to gain experience in an office environment, and was ecstatic to be able to do so within
my own department! I look forward to meeting and working with everyone, and though I’m still
learning the ropes, I’ll be doing my best to help out wherever I can!

An Interview with Asian Studies Alumnus Dafna Zur
Dafna Zur received her PhD from the department of Asian Studies at UBC in 2011, and is an
assistant professor in the department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford
University. Dafna will be giving a lecture at UBC on Friday, October 11th.
1) Please provide us with insight into your career progression post UBC.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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In my last year at UBC and with only a few months to my
defense and graduation, I was lucky enough to get a few phone
interviews for jobs and even one campus visit at a major
institution. This is highly unusual for ABD candidates in an
increasingly competitive market, and I attribute those
achievements to the meticulous and tireless guidance I received
from my committee members, particularly Professor Ross King
and Professor Sharalyn Orbaugh. Professor Orbaugh must have
read my cover letters in its permutations twenty times, without
exaggeration. I did not end up getting a job in North America
that year, but landed a twoyear position in Korea, again mostly
thanks to Professor King, who urged me to consider directions I
had not considered previously. As Professor King suggested, the
year in Korea proved to be very helpful, as it broadened my own
work experience (I taught Korean literature to Korean students–
in Korean!) and upgraded my CV in preparation for the following
year–when I had two interviews, at Emory and Stanford. I
would not have had the courage or the experience to prepare for
these interviews without the support of the faculty.
2) How has your experience at UBC prepared you for your current job?
UBC provided me with many invaluable experiences that continue to support me in my new
position as assistant professor at Stanford. Professor King enabled me to teach my own courses
in my last year as a graduate student, which helped tremendously both in honing the skill of
approaching students and communicating information in a coherent manner. Professor Sharalyn
Orbaugh’s fantastic professional development seminars, in which she did everything from doctor
our CVs, teach us how to read job ads, and guide us through the intricacies of creating a
syllabus, provided me with personal and professional support in approaching these intimidating
tasks. Both she and Professor King also made me feel that, as busy as they were, they always
had time to advise and guide me, and this is something I am eager to pay forward to my own
students. Other faculty members such as Anne Murphy, Adheesh Sathaye, Chris Rea, Christina
Laffin, and Stefania Burk also gave me advice on the nuances of navigating campus interviews. I
felt that I was going out into the world with the full support of a faculty that were more like
family members, and it was incredibly empowering.
3) What are some things that you miss the most about the department of Asian
Studies?
I miss the department like I would miss my own home. I miss the people who knew me and
watched me grow from a bumbling MA student to a PhD graduate with two children. I miss the
department’s endless supply of encouragement and warmth, which was always supplemented by
fuel in the form of chocolate and coffee. I miss the Asian Centre with its moat and beautiful
garden out front; and I miss the fantastic library and our indefatigable Korean librarian Helen
Kim. I can’t wait to come visit!

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, October 8, 2013
Book Launch and Signing: Passage to Promise Land, Voices of Chinese Immigrant Women to
Canada
Time: 4:00pm6:00pm
Location: SJC Fairmont Social Lounge, St. John's College UBC, 2111 Lower Mall
Price: RSVP
Sponsor: David Lam Centre SFU, Centre for International Communication and St. John's College
UBC
Wednesday, October 9, 2013 & Tuesday, October 22nd
Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme Info Sessions
Time: October 9th or October 22nd
Location: October 9th = Rm D316, Buchanan Building
October 22nd =12:30 to 2 pm in the Asian Centre Auditorium
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=494018&q=0&qz=66117f
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Wednesday, October 16, 2013
Brown Bag Lunch Talk Series  The Politics of Teaching Japanese Popular Culture
Time: 12:00pm1:30pm
Location: Asian Centre, Room #604, 1871 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsor: Centre for Japanese Research

OffCampus Events
VIFF 2013: Dragons &Tigers The Best in Asian Film  September 27th  October 9th, 2013
Japanese Ambassador to Canada Luncheon Event: New JapanCanada Relations: Prime Minister
Abe's visit to Canada October 8th, 2013
Shankara Jayanti Classical Music Concert  October 12th, 2013
Materializing a Diaspora: Southeast Asian Chinese Communities & Their Urbanism, Architecture
& Associated Artefacts  October 15th, 2013

Student Opportunities:
Global Experience Fair
Great Pancake Race
UBCMUN2014

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email
to oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here
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