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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

Pai Hsienyung, One of the Most Celebrated Authors
Writing in Chinese, will be Coming to UBC
As the main speaker of this year's Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture, Pai Hsienyung will
be coming to campus to give a series of lectures. The main lecture will be held on October 2nd.

During Professor Pai's visit to UBC he will discuss his latest book Father and the Republic, a
photobiography of his father, General Pai. General Pai's career both paralleled and profoundly
influenced the history of the Republic of China but his military career was overshadowed by a
long and complicated relationship with Chiang Kaishek, who resented his brilliance and kept him
under constant surveillance after the Republic’s retreat to Taiwan.
Date: Wednesday, October 2 nd, 2013
Time: 7PM – 9PM
Location: Old Auditorium. 6344 Memorial Road
Cost: Free. Registration required
more info and associated events >>

Celebrate the Life and Work of Dr. Barrie Morrison on
September 21st
On Saturday, September 21st, the Institute of Asian Research will be holding a oneday
symposium “Transnationalism, Gender, Labor and Migration in South and Southeast Asia” in
honour of the late Dr. Barrie Morrison.
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This symposium brings together leading scholars whose work on a range of transnational
practices provides insight into processes of mobility, identity formation, development, and
geopolitics in a globalized world. Drawing on case studies in South and Southeast Asia and
focusing in particular on gender dynamics, our speakers challenge contemporary understandings
of postdisaster reconstruction, return migration, knowledge production and national identity.
Time: 9:00 PM  5:00 PM
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Price: Free, RSVP by Sept. 12
more info >>

Imagine Day: Photos
On Imagine Day the Department of Asian Studies welcomed students, faculty, staff and alumni
back to campus with a special luncheon event. The event fostered conversations and
engagement from the participants and provided students opportunities to connect with faculty
and alumni that they would not have had on a normal basis. We hope everyone left feeling a
part of the Asian Studies community. Here are some photos of the event:
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Alumnus Gary Matson passing down his wisdom to students

Qian Wang, Coordinator of the Chinese Language Programme, helping students write in Chinese
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Japanese Instructor, Ihhwa Kim, winning the hearts of students with Pocky

Graduate student Eunseon Kim (far right) practicing Korean with students

The Chinese Language Programme Receives $58,000
Grant to Develop Flexible Learning Project
The CHIN101/103 flexible learning project is titled “Your Chinese Learning, Your Way”. Currently
Dr. Qian Wang, Ms. Xinxin Wu, Ms. Chienju Lin, and Ms. Yuchi Kuo, our current CHIN101/103
instructors, are contributing to this exciting new project.
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Through this project, we are transitioning many of the traditional paperbased exercises and
materials to a new and more efficient online learning system called Connect. Exercises will
be short (35 mins.) so students will have the flexibility to choose when to complete their
assignments  five minutes before class, during lunch break, or while on transit. Online exercises
can be repeated and students will have the freedom to go through the exercises as many times
as they need to reach perfection. Instant feedback will be available at their finger tips and access
will be available on a variety of platforms: smart phones, tablets, or computers. Your Chinese
learning, your way.

New Asian Studies Alumnus Teaching this Year
Dr. Gordan Djurdjevic completed his Ph.D. in the Department of Asian
Studies at the University of British Columbia in 2005 with a Thesis on
the Nath Yogis, approached from the perspective of esoteric studies.
He continues to research and write on the subject of comparative
esotericism. Dr. Djurdjevic’s book India and the Occult: The Influence
of South Asian Spirituality on Modern Western Occultism is
forthcoming from Palgrave Macmillan.
He coedited, with Henrik Bogdan, an anthology of essays "Occultism
in a Global Perspective" (Acumen, 2013), for which he also
contributed an article on occultism in former Yugoslavia. Dr. Djurdjevic
is currently engaged in a project which concerns the translations of
the "Sayings of Gorakhnath", done in collaboration with Shukdev
Singh, with his introduction and notes.

Gordan Djurdjevic will be teaching the following courses this year:
ASIA 398 Narrative Literature in Premodern India
Stories of gods, goddesses and religious heroes from the Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas,
Avadanas and in classical poetry and drama.
Seats still available >>
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=481204&q=0&qz=c6863c
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ASIA 488 Religion, Society and State in Modern India
History of secular and religious discourse in postindependent India. Partition, state policy of
secularism, religious mobilization among Hindus and Muslims, communal violence and religious
radicalism.
Seats still available >>

What is Chinese Universalism? With Distinguished
Visiting Professor Anne Cheng
The advent of Chinese universality is inseparable from a certain idea of civilization with a centre
shining upon surrounding regions, and upon which the reality of imperial power superimposed
itself. Each time China itself was encroached upon, it was always assumed that the latter would
end up being transformed, and adopt Chinese civilization. Imperial China thus depicted itself not
only as the centre of the world but also as a sort of “civilizationworld”, and it was not until it was
under attack from Western powers, that it had to consider itself as being a nation among others.

Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Time: 7:00 PM Location: Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Price: Free
more info >>

New Graduate Course: A History of Chinese Comic
Cinema
This graduate seminar surveys a history of Chinese comic cinema from slapstick shorts to recent
blockbusters. It explores humor as a cultural form that has historically been democratic in its
sources and audiences: the earliest Chinese comedies had English subtitles; satirical films of the
early Mao era show Russian influences; and recent film comedies have been cast, produced,
shot, and distributed internationally.
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The seminar is open to students who do not speak or read Chinese. Interested students should
contact the instructor, Professor Christopher Rea at chris.rea@ubc.ca
Seats still available >>

Congratulations to our Graduate Students Teaching this
Semester
This Semester 5 of our graduate students will be teaching undergraduate courses. In this issue
of the Update we asked Otilia Milutin and Eiji Okawa why they are excited to teach this
semester.
Otilia Milutin
Ever since first reading The Tale of Genji, I have been dreaming of
teaching a class about it one day. ASIA 344A, "Reading The Tale of
Genji in English Translation," the course I am teaching this semester,
is that dream come true. I can only hope now that my enthusiasm
will make up for my lack of experience and that I will be able to instill
into my students the same passion I feel for this literary masterpiece,
and, by extension, for classical Japanese literature.

Eiji Okawa
It is certainly exciting to be an instructor of Asian Studies, not only
teaching students about things that I care about but also interacting
with them in a (hopefully!) dynamic learning environment. This term,
I am teaching a course called Introduction to Buddhism. The biggest
challenge for me is to adjust my mode of engagement with the study
material. Whereas in my own graduate study, I am often dealing with
very specific things for a very specific audience, as an instructor of an
undergraduate course, I need to zoom out and look at things from a
much broader perspective. But I’m really looking forward to teaching
and learning with my students.

New Work Study Student Profile
We are glad to welcome Nicole Hasbum as a new Work Study Student assisting in the main
office. Here is a short profile regarding her occupation, goals and interests.
Nicole Hasbum
Hello! I am a 4th year undergraduate majoring in International
Relations and minoring in Asian Studies. I had the opportunity to
travel to Japan, China and Thailand and through that experience I
became fascinated with East Asia as a research area.
My aspiration is to pursue a Master’s Degree in Public Policy and
coming from a strong background in student development and
research organizations, I hope I am able to use my skills and
experience within the Asian Studies department. I love food, tea,
music, traveling, and meeting different people. If you pass by our
office, come and say hi!
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Symposium on Early Modern Japanese Values and
Individuality: Photos
At the end of August, scholars from around the world joined at UBC to discuss Early Modern
Japan. With 6 panels over 3 days, the public, students and faculty gained indepth knowledge
from the top minds in the field. Here are our favorite pictures from the wonderfully successful
event:

The welcome and introductions in the Asian Centre auditorium

Professor Peter Nosco giving a toast after the first day of panels at the residence of the Consul
General
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ConsulGeneral of Japan , Seiji Okada

Graduate student Minoru Takano, Assistant Organizer for the event
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Keynote speaker, Eiko Ikegami

A captivated Dave Farrar, VicePresident, Academic

OnCampus Events
Thursday, September 12, 2013
China's Future in a Multinodal World Order
Time: 5:00pm7:00pm
Location: Buchanan Penthouse, Buchanan B Building, 1866 Main Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Chinese Research
Monday, September 16, 2013
Rural Japan Today: Depopulation, Revitalization, and PostDisaster Public Memory Creation
Time: 12:00pm1:30pm
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=481204&q=0&qz=c6863c
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Location: Conference Room #120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Japanese Research and Japan Foundation, Toronto
Thursday, September 19, 2013
Japan is Back: Abe Governance, Abenomics, and Abe Foreign Policy after the Upper House
Election
Time: 4:00pm6:00pm
Location: MultiPurpose Room, Liu Institute for Global Issues, 6476 NW Marine Drive
Sponsors: Institute of Asian Research, Centre for Japanese Research, Liu Institute for Global
Issues
Saturday, September 21, 2013
Transnationalism, Gender, Labor and Migration in South and Southeast Asia
Time: 9:00am5:00pm
Location: Conference Room 120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsors: Centre for India and South Asia Research, Institute of Asian Research

OffCampus Events
Sarangi and Santoor Concert  September 8th, 2013 @ 6:00PM
Pankaj Udhas Concert September 14th, 2013 @ 7:30 PM

Student Opportunities:
Arts Coop Now Accepting Applications for New Students
UBC Film Course  Asian Canadian Film Production (Winter Term 2014)
The UBC Journal of International Affairs  Call for Staff

Abroad with Asian Studies
Kayla Black, Asian Studies major, is studying at Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea, this year.
Asian Studies interviewed her about her first week on exchange.

1. What are you looking forward to most?
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=481204&q=0&qz=c6863c
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Making meaningful and beautiful friendships! Besides friendships though, I also want to be as
adventurous as I can while I am here! I don’t want to let fear, or a sense of routine, hold me
back from trying new things, especially since I feel extremely thankful and grateful that I am
able to study abroad. I need to make the most of every day!
I’m planning on doing the ’Color Me Rad Run’ next weekend, which is a 5km marathon where
you get pummeled by coloured powder while you run! (Similar to Vancouver’s upcoming Colour
Run!)
2. What are you most worried about?
Whether I can be successful with my courses, which at the moment feel a bit daunting when
looking at the homework! I am also still considering my options for my next semester, with
regards to graduation.
More Korea related though, I’m not so much worried, as just really wanting to improve my
Korean! After a week or so in Korea, with a lot of Koreanlanguage immersion, I’m beginning to
really see where my weak spots are in terms of communication. I really want to work hard and
improve my Korean as quickly as possible, so I can communicate more easily and comfortably
with the people around me!
3. What was your biggest culture shock?
The price of fruit! So expensive! Especially as I spent a week in Thailand before coming to Korea.
I miss mangos and berries the most…
4. What was your greatest experience so far?
Getting to see my Korean hostfamily for the first time in close to two years! Just relaxing with
them, eating delicious pork belly, and watching Kdrama (Master’s Sun), makes for a happy
family and a happy me!
5. What has been the biggest challenge in the first week?
I caught a nasty cold in Thailand which turned into an ear and throat infection. I could barely
leave my dorm room and nearly fainted during my language exam. This caused me to stress out
even more, fearing that my placement for Korean classes would be irreversibly messed up due to
my health.
Thankfully, my Korean friend and her uncle took me to the Doctor’s Office and I have since then
made a full recovery! (A visit to the Korean Dr. Office is an adventure on its own, which included
metal rods down my nose, a vacuum up my nose, mystery sprays, and little nose humidifiers, all
within a few minutes! But hey, it seemed to do the trick!)

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email
to oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here

Follow Asian Studies:
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