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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

2015 Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture
The Department of Asian Studies is pleased to invite you to our Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial
Lecture. One of our largest lectures of the year, Professor Philip J. Ivanhoe of the city University
of Hong Kong will give a lecture titled "Social Practices, Moral Education, and Decent Human
Lives."

Tuesday, September 29, 2015
4:00 PM Reception
5:00 PM Lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Registration required  Free and open to the public
Details & registration >>

Featured Term 1 Courses  Seats Still Available!
ASIA 354  Introduction to Japanese Cinema
Students will be introduced to the work of the major directors (e.g., Ozu, Mizoguchi, Kurosawa,
Itami, Oshima, Shinoda). Ideological uses of literary texts and period pieces (e.g., Ugetsu, Life of
Oharu, Double Suicide). Impact of depiction of Japanese in American film.
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Additional Courses:
ASIA 200  Cultural Foundations of East Asia
ASIA 317  The Rise of Korean Civilization
ASIA 344  Topics in Japanese Cultural History I: Aristocrats and Warriors
ASIA 354  Introduction to Japanese Cinema
ASIA 356  Korean Cinema
ASIA 377  History of Korean Thought
ASIA 398  Narrative Literature in Premodern India
ASIA 475  Documenting Punjabi Canada

Dr. Joshua Mostow Elected Fellow of The Royal Society
of Canada
Professor Joshua Mostow, Associate Head to the Department of Asian
Studies, has been inducted as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada.
He is one of 87 new Fellows, hailing from diverse backgrounds and
disciplines, who have been elected by their peers in recognition of
outstanding scholarly, scientific and artistic achievement. Induction
into the Royal Society of Canada is the highest honour a scholar can
achieve in the arts, humanities and sciences in Canada. Dr. Mostow
joins professors Chiaying Yeh and Daniel Overmyer as the latest
faculty member in Asian Studies to be bestowed this honour.
UBC faculty named fellows of the Royal Society of Canada >>

Asian Studies Welcome Back Lunch
Thank you to all the students, faculty and alumni that made this year's Welcome Back Lunch
our highest attended one yet and a great success! We hope you enjoyed getting to know our
excellent community and took away some information that could help you make the most of
your time at UBC.
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If you enjoyed our Welcome Back Lunch, Asian Studies holds several events open to students
every month! Please visit our events page regularly to stay updated.
We also highly recommend learning more about the following programs:
Go Global  Travel the world and have it count towards your Asian Studies Degree!
Arts Coop  Info Sessions already announced!
Arts Internship  Info Sessions already announced!

Upcoming Symposium: Contemporary Buddhist
Philosophy
An upcoming symposium on Buddhism and Contemporary Philosophy will be hosted by Evan
Thompson and one of our faculty members, Jessica Main. They are pleased to welcome Bronwyn
Finnigan, Tom Tillimans, and Koji Tanaka to speak at the symposium through the support of
UBC’s Department of Philosophy, the Tung Lin Kok Yuen Canada Foundation, and The Robert H.N.
Ho Family Foundation Program in Buddhism and Contemporary Society at UBC.
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Saturday, September 12, 2015
1:00pm
Room 120, CK Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Details on speakers and topics >>

Japan's Entry into International Society
Japan’s 19thcentury entry into international society was sudden, dramatic, and fraught with
danger, both domestic and international. Between 1853 and 1899 Japan reinvented itself as a
modern sovereign state, shedding its historical isolation and longstanding patterns and practices
of politics and governance. What effect did Japan’s 19th century entry into international society
have on international society itself? What implications does the Japanese experience hold for
other countries today?

Monday, September 14, 2015
12:20pm
Room 120, CK Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Abstract and speaker bio >>

Book Launch: Dissent on Core Beliefs
Dr. Peter Nosco has recently returned from his sabbatical over the last year in Japan and has
published a new book this summer via Cambridge University Press. The book, coedited with Dr.
Simone Chambers of the University of Toronto, is titled Dissent on Core Beliefs: Religious and
Secular Perspectives and compares the ways in which nine ethical and religious traditions have
dealt with intramural dissent. See below for a book launch to be held in September.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8

4/11

11/30/2016

The Update  September 11

Book Launch Details:
Friday, September 25, 2015
3:305:00 pm
CK Choi 120 (1855 West Mall)
Cosponsored by the Centre for Japanese Research and the Department of Asian Studies.

Pandit Rajeev Taranath, Master of the Sarod // Live in
Concert
A special evening of Indian classical music to benefit postearthquake reconstruction in Nepal.
Accompanied by Abhiman Kaushal (Tabla) with a performance by vocal artist Akhil Jobanputra
and Sunny Matharu (Tabla).

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8
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Friday, October 9, 2015
6:00pm
Barnett Recital Hall, Music Building, 6361 Memorial Road
Tickets $30 ($15 UBC Students), available in advance through the UBC Tickets Office at the
Chan Centre, or online at tickets.ubc.ca.
A concert for Nepal details >>

Symposium Voices of Kakehashi in Multicultural Canada:
Transcultural and Intercultural Experiences
In Japanese, such persons who bridge cultures are metaphorically referred to as Kakehashi, a
term that literally means “bridge across.” Given the globalization of business and current political
realities, there is an urgent need for individuals with Kakehashilike abilities. This symposium is
inspired by this powerful metaphor of the bridge and by its creator, Inazo Nitobe (18621933),
arguably Japan’s most respected international diplomat. Nitobe is renowned for his lifelong
dedication to the promotion of understanding between nations and peoples with a diversity of
cultural values.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8
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Friday, October 25, 2015
1:00pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Symposium details >>

Student Opportunities
Join the Korean Arts Student Association!
Call for Papers: UC Berkeley Comparative Literature Undergraduate Journal

OnCampus Events
Tuesday, September 15, 2015
China's Road Towards Democratic Governance
12:30pm
Room 210, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
September 16  20, 2015
Hapapalooza Festival 2015
Several Locations
Thursday, September 17, 2015
South Korea's Foreign Policy, View form Inside VS. Outside
3:30pm
Room 210, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, September 18, 2015
Centre for India and South Asia Research Open House
4:00pm
Room 210, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Friday, September 18, 2015
UBC Korean Arts Students Association Info Session
5:00pm
Office Room 95L, Old Sub
Thursday, September 24, 2015
Decentralization in Indonesia: Promise and Unfinished Business
12:30pm
Room 210, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Wednesday, September 30, 2015
UBC Korean Arts Students Association Welcome Dinner
5:00pm
Office Room 95L, Old Sub

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8
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October 8  11, 2015
LiterAsian 2015: A festival of Pacific Rim Asian Canadian Writing
612 Main Street

OffCampus Events
Monday, September 21, 2015
PRC Environmental Tradeoffs: modern China's Environment, Science(s) and Landscapes
8:30am
Kwantlen Polytechnic University Melville Conference Center, Richmond
Saturday, September 19, 2015
Peter Chao at the Orpheum
Acclaimed YouTube comedian Peter Chao will perform on the grand stage in Vancouver when he
opens for esteemed IranianAmerican comedian Max Amini on Saturday, September 19 at the
Orpheum. UBC is offering an exclusive promo code (15546430) for 10% off to students who are
interested in attending this historic event. Get your tickets here: Peter Chao LIVE! in Vancouver

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8
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Alumni Spotlight: Melody Pan
Melody Pan (BA’ 14 Honours Japanese Language and Culture Studies) was one of this yaer's
Asian Studies Welcome Back Lunch Alumni guests. While a student, she spent a year abroad in
Japan through the Go Global program, was a very active executive for UBC ASIA club and even
worked for the Asian Studies office as a work/learn student. After graduating she quickly started
working for Bandai Namco Studios Vancouver (the same company responsible for Pac Man) and
is currently translating a video game for mobile.
1. How did you get your first job after graduating?
I attended the Annual BC Japanese Speech Contest in March, 2014 (thanks Kimsensei) and just
happened to be sitting next to someone who worked at Bandai Namco Studios Vancouver. We
spoke briefly about video games and connected on Facebook. A few months later, he approached
me and asked if I would be interested in applying for their new bilingual office assistant position.
Needless to say, I jumped at the opportunity. The next week, I
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=716290&q=0&qz=287bf8
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Needless to say, I jumped at the opportunity. The next week, I
interviewed with them but ended up not getting the position.
They were looking for someone with more work experience.
However, about a week later, my Bandai Namco friend sent me
another message to ask if I would be interested in becoming a
translator for them, instead. Being the ASLC (Japan) graduate
that I was, this sounded like the perfect opportunity for me to
put the Japanese skills I acquired at UBC to good use! I wasted
no time in sending him another copy of my resume, which he
forwarded to his boss. The company got back to me a few days
later to schedule an interview date.
As this translator position was an unlisted one, it seemed I was
going to be among a very small number of candidates. I was desperate to make things work out,
and ended up being a nervous wreck going into the interview, but the company was pleased with
my abilities and I ended up being hired. However, none of this would have happened if not for my
fateful encounter a few months earlier.
2. What kind of work did you do at Bandai Namco?
I translated documents and interpreted meetings from Japanese to English, as well as English to
Japanese. I’m not allowed to say more!
3. How is the JapaneseEnglish translation industry in Vancouver? Are there a lot of
opportunities? or is it difficult?
While there aren’t many job postings for inhouse JapaneseEnglish translators here in
Vancouver, this isn’t to say there are no opportunities to do translation. Often times, translation
is a component of another position, such as office assistant or producer. Strictly translator
positions may be shortterm ones, and positions with a translation component are more long
term.
4. What advice would you give to senior students looking for a job?
Go to networking events, do some volunteering. Set up a Linkedin profile and start connecting.
The most important thing is to get out there and not just meet, but engage with lots of people –
tell them a bit about your interests. Sending a resume to a company that has heard of you puts
you ahead. Also, while it is entirely possible that you may not find the perfect job, the perfect job
may find you through your connections.
5. What advice would you give to students hoping to enhance their university
experience? Were there any things that you did that you thought put you ahead?
I’m sure many people think that university is anything but fun, and you’re not wrong! University
in itself is not fun. Rather, it is how you engage with it that dictates whether or not it becomes a
rewarding experience.
My advice is to get out there and get involved! Don’t just join a club and attend their events, see
how you can become someone who plays a part in organizing those events. Also, find out how
you can volunteer at universityrun events. People will appreciate you for the time you spend,
and new opportunities will come knocking. I assure you, this is not something I got out of a
fortune cookie!
During my undergrad years, I was an executive of the Asian Studies Interest Association in
charge of organizing academic events, such as professor luncheons and afternoon tea. I also
attended and volunteered at several Asian Studies Department events throughout the years.
My involvement allowed me to engage with a lot of students, professors, our department,
alumni, and the local community, which subsequently resulted in my first job.
Read more alumni interviews >>

We Welcome your Submissions
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If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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