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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

The 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture
The Department of Asian Studies is pleased to invite you to our 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat
Memorial Lecture. One of our largest lectures of the year, it is preceded by a reception where
students may mingle with faculty, alumni and our guest speaker over light refreshments. This
year Professor Victor Mair of the University of Pennsylvania will speak on Changing Language
in China: The Evolution of Chinese and the Impact of the Internet.

Wednesday, October 15, 2014
7:00 PM Lecture
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
Registration required  Free and open to the public
Details & registration >>

The Possibilities of Classical Japanese Literature and
CrossCultural Harmonies
The Department of Asian Studies, in collaboration with the National Institute of Japanese
Literature (NIJL), is proud to be hosting a series of lectures on classical Japanese literature on
the 26th of September. The event will be divided into two parts, with the theme of the morning
half being "Heian Literature as Seen in Translation," and the afternoon half will feature
lectures on "The Grammatology of Kanji and Kana." Please join us for this event, which will
be conducted in Japanese.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Friday, September 26, 2014
Morning half begins at 10:00 am
Afternoon half begins at 2:00 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
Click here for more information on the event >>
Read about the Department's new academic exchange with the NIJL >>

September Book Launches
The Department of Asian Studies and the Centre for Japanese Research will be cohosting a
series of book launches. Please join us in September for talks by Professors Torquil Duthie and
Sonja Artnzen.
On Thursday, September 25 we welcome Torquil Duthie, Associate Professor of Japanese
literature at the University of California, Los Angeles to present on his new book Man’yoshu and
the Imperial Imagination in Early Japan (Brill, 2014). Professor Duthie will discuss how the
Man’yoshu is configured as an imperial collection, and what it can tell us about the practices and
aspirations of the imperial court.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Thursday, September 25, 2014
4:00 to 5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
On Monday, September 29 Sonja Arntzen, Professor Emerita, University of Toronto (and UBC
Asian Studies alumna), will join us to present on her new, highly acclaimed translation of
Sarashina nikki, produced collaboratively with Professor Moriyuki Ito. The Sarashina Diary: A
Woman’s Life in EleventhCentury Japan (Columbia University Press, 2014) recounts the life of a
Japanese noblewoman over a fortyyear period, offers a portrait of the writer as reader, and
explores the power of reading to shape one’s expectations and aspirations.

Monday, September 29, 2014
4:00 to 5:30 pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
For more info, visit the Asian Studies website >>

Parampara: Master/Disciple Tradition in Indian Classical
Music
Please join us for a performance/discussion that explores the master/disciple relationship, with
masters of the Sarod and Tabla, Pandit Aloke Lahiri and Ustad Hashmat Ali Khan, and their sons
and disciples, respectively, Abhishek Lahiri and Akram Khan. The event is cosponsored by the
Department of Asian Studies and the Centre for India and South Asia Research at UBC, in
cooperation with the Virasat Foundation.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Wednesday, September 24, 2014
5:306:30 pm
Auditorium, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall, UBC
More information here >>

The Medieval Reception of Firdausi’s Shahnama
Shahnama, an epic poem written around 1000 CE by Persian poet Firdausi, has been a major
part of Persian culture for roughly a millennium. Its influence has been has been felt by thinkers
worldwide, and its contribution to Persian literature cannot be understated.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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The Department of Asian Studies invites you to attend a lecture on Shahnama given by our
postdoctoral fellow in Persian Literature and Iranian Studies, Dr. Nasrin Askari. The event is free
to attend, but online registration is required.

Monday, September 29, 2014
2:304:00 pm
Room 129, Institute of Asian Research, 1855 West Mall, UBC
Register for Professor Askari's lecture >>

New Minor: Asian Canadian and Asian Migration Studies
The Bachelor of Arts Minor in Asian Canadian and Asian Migration Studies (ACAM) at UBC is a
new multidisciplinary program that explores the history, culture, and contemporary development
of Asian communities in Canada, and global Asian migrations. Students enrolled in this minor
choose from approved courses in Asian Studies, English, Fine Arts, First Nations Studies,
Geography, History, Sociology, and other departments, and are encouraged to integrate
communitybased research into their academic programs. Enrolment in ACAM is encouraged as a
means to enrich and support existing majors and honours programs. Required core courses
include FIPR 469A Special Projects and HIST 483 Asian Migrations to the Americas.
Asian Canadian and Migration Studies website >>

Dr. Slingerland to Offer Massive Online Course on
Chinese Thought
Asian Studies' own Edward Slingerland will be offering a MOOCmassive open online course
named Foundations of Chinese Thought. The course begins on the 14th of October, and is being
offered for free through the online learning platform edX to anyone interested.
Slingerland's course is part of the wave of MOOCs being newly offered by UBC. The course is
freely available to not just UBC students, but to anyone worldwide who has an internet
connection. Additionally, edX hosts courses in varying disciplines from other worldclass
universities including Harvard, UCBerkeley, and MIT.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Read more about Dr. Slingerland's course on the UBC website >>
Check out the course page for Foundations of Chinese Thought on edX >>

Dr. Burk joins UBC's Faculty SoTL Leadership Program
The Department's Dr. Stefania Burk, Senior Instructor in Medieval Japanese Literature, Culture
and Society and Associate Graduate Advisor, has received a Faculty of Arts Dean's nomination to
participate in the 20142015 International Faculty Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL)
Leadership Program. This program aims to "prepare senior educational leaders to develop
expertise in scholarly approaches to, and the scholarship of curriculum and pedagogical practices
in complex higher education settings." (http://international.educ.ubc.ca/sotl/). Dr. Burk plans to
focus her project around undergraduate curriculum renewal and looks forward to bringing what
she learns back to the Asian Studies Department.

Click here for more information on SoTL >>

New Work Learn Student Profiles
We are glad to welcome Alysha and Ren as our new Work Learn students assisting in the main
office. Here are brief profiles regarding their occupations, goals and interests:
Alysha:
Hello everyone! My name is Alysha and I'm a 4thyear undergraduate doing my honours in Asian
Area Studies with my focus on Korean. I've always loved studying in the Asian Center and I love
taking courses in the Asian Studies department, so I thought it would be a great idea to work in
the office. Currently I am studying for my LSAT and hopefully I will be going to law school soon.
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Sadly, I haven't been to anywhere in Asia yet, but I will definitely go
sometime in the future! Don't be afraid to drop by and recommend
me some places to see or food to eat.
As for hobbies, I like to read manga and watch anime so feel free to
recommend me something interesting to read or watch.
I will work hard and do my best!
Ren:
Hey, my name is Ren and I’m a fourth
year political science major. Japan is my
birthplace, but I spent most of my
upbringing in California. I’ll be helping to
put the Update together, and I’m excited
to connect with the people in the
Department. You’ll see me in the front of
the office when I’m not working on the
Update, so please come and say hi!
My academic interest is JapanU.S.
relations, and I spent this past summer
studying in Tokyo. I speak a bit of
Japanese (and I’m really trying to find conversation partners here), so go ahead and talk to me
in Japanese! Outside of school, I try to spend my time reading, going to concerts, or on a
bicycle. Looking forward to meeting you.

ATTENTION Nov. 2014 and May 2015 grads:
If you are intending to graduate in Nov. 2014 or May 2015, please be advised Artona is the
official grad photographer for UBC Asian Studies. Appointments are now open for Sept. and Oct.
(more times and dates will be available later). To ensure you are on the department composite,
you need to be photographed at the Artona studio.
· Book online (time slots are firstcome, firstserved): http://ubcasian.artona.timetrade.com/
· Session includes professional business, formal, and grad portraits
· There is no sitting fee, but don't forget the $60 deposit (See here for details)
Questions? Contact Artona below.
www.artonagroup.com/faq
csr@artonagroup.com
6048727272
Mon. to Sun. 9am to 9pm
Book your appointment with Artona here >>

OnCampus Events
Friday, September 26, 2014
India at the Crossroads: The Meanings of Modi's Victory
Time: 12:30  2:00pm
Location: Room 120, C.K.Choi Building, 1855 West Mall, Vancouver, BC, Canada

Student Opportunities
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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Call for Papers: Annual International Conference on Regional Studies: Asian, African, American,
and European (AAAE)
Get Out There! Community Placements for Asian Studies Students  Apply by Sept. 24
UBC Tandem Language Learning Program
URO Research Experience Program: Undergraduate Student Recruitment
The China Institute is looking for volunteers to help out with an event at the Vancouver Public
Library that will commemorate the beginning of their new publishing and education program, We
All Live in the Forbidden City. Those interested are encouraged to read the following linked
document.
Student volunteers are wanted for the 10th Annual Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture on
Wednesday, October 15. Those interested should contact Oliver Mann at oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Alumni Spotlight: Oleg Benesch, Ph.D. 2011
Every Update we take an Asian Studies Alumnus from our Asian Studies LinkedIn Group and
interview them on their paths after graduation. This issue we catch up with Oleg Benesch,
who graduated from our Ph.D. program in 2011 and is currently an assistant professor at the
University of York in the UK. His main project since leaving UBC has been his recently completed
book, Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern
Japan, which is due out from Oxford University Press September, 2014.
Oleg Benesch
Ph.D. 2011
Where are you currently working and what are you working
on?
I’m now a lecturer [assistant professor] at the University of York in
the UK, a position I took up in 2012 after a year as a postdoctoral
researcher at the Institute of Historical Research at the University of
London. My main project since leaving UBC has been my recently
completed book, Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism,
Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan, which is due out from
Oxford University Press this September. I’m now dividing my research time between two very
different projects, one on early modern Japanese history that takes me back to my roots at UBC,
and one on modern China that is proving very new and exciting to me so far.
How was the move to a new city and how are you adjusting to a new life?
I had many chances to travel for conferences and research during my time at UBC, including an
extended stay in Japan, so I’m used to being on the move. After leaving Vancouver, I spent a
year on a postdoctoral fellowship in London, which was a great experience, but I find York to be
more my speed. Being back in Europe means I am close to friends and relatives, so the transition
has been very smooth. One drawback is being so far from friends and former colleagues in
Vancouver, and I greatly appreciated the chance to visit UBC again for a conference last year. I
was amazed by all the new developments on campus, and it was great to see so many friendly
and familiar faces around the Asian Centre and Library.
What is the most exciting experience you had while studying in UBC Asian Studies?
I don’t know if I could identify any single experience, but rather a succession of exciting smaller
exchanges and experiences in my everyday life at UBC. The frequent events at the Asian Centre,
as well as countless formal and spontaneous discussions with staff members and other students
were definitely the highlights of my time there, and there were also personal moments of
excitement when discovering a new source or approach relevant to my own research. Even after
leaving UBC, I’m still thrilled to hear about the activities of former colleagues and classmates, as
well as the progress of former students who I taught as undergraduates.
Did your time at UBC prepare you for your current job?
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=611042&q=0&qz=9eb62b
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The Department of Asian Studies did a magnificent job preparing us PhD students for our future
careers. From the moment I arrived at UBC, Professor Ross King was always available to answer
the many questions I had regarding both teaching and research. Professor Sharalyn Orbaugh put
together some fantastic seminars and materials for career development, and very kindly read
through various cover letters and application materials. Most of all, my supervisors, Professor
Namlin Hur and Professor Peter Nosco, have been extremely generous with their advice and
support both during and after the PhD, and gave me invaluable guidance regarding the academic
job search. The opportunity to work as a Teaching Assistant for several years, as well as to teach
two courses in my last term at UBC, provided very useful practical experience. All in all, UBC
provided excellent training for my subsequent positions, and gave me strong support when
entering a highly competitive job market.
Do you have any advice for students hoping to follow in your footsteps?
When I look back, I think one of the most valuable and unique things about UBC Asian Studies is
the sense of community, and I would encourage anyone studying there to take full advantage of
that by attending events in and around the department. These are a great way to meet faculty,
staff, and students from areas beyond your own area of study. Many members of the UBC faculty
are world leaders in their fields, and I was often surprised at the expertise we had so close by.
Most of all, I would advise students to remember to have fun! Study and research often don’t go
the way you plan or expect, and what I perceived as setbacks during my PhD were, in hindsight,
actually beneficial experiences that led me to new opportunities I hadn’t considered. Being at
UBC was a onceinalifetime opportunity to engage fully in what interested me, and that is
something I continue to appreciate.
Join our LinkedIn page and start networking with Asian Studies alumni and students >>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your story
here.

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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