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The Update
A biweekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
For our Students, Faculty and Staff

*Today* What is Chinese Universalism?
The Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies has invited distinguished visiting professor Anne
Cheng for a lecture on Chinese Universality. The lecture is cosponsored by the Department of
Asian Studies and will be moderated by Dr. Edward Slingerland, a member of our faculty and the
Canada Research Chair in Chinese Thought and Embodied Cognition.

Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Asian Centre Auditorium, 1871 West Mall
Price: Free
Sponsors: Peter Wall Institute of Advanced Research, UBC Asian Studies
more info >>

*Today* Public Lecture Featuring Mr. Anna Hazare
Mr. Hazare is a renowned activist and leader in the movement to promote rural development,
increase government transparency, and put an end to instances of official corruption. In 2011,
Mr. Hazare was named by Foreign Policy magazine as one of the top 100 global thinkers. He is a
finalist for the inaugural Allard Prize for International Integrity.
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Tuesday, September 24, 2013
Time: 4:00pm5:30pm
Location: Frederic Wood Theatre, 6354 Crescent Road
Price: Free
Sponsors: Canada India Foundation, Canada India Education Society, UBC Asian Studies

Asian Studies Swag Sale Starting this Thursday!
All past season merch will be 50% off (Tshirts, sweaters, bags and thermos mugs). Plus all new
swag will be 20% off (bamboo scarves, toques, pens, portable chopsticks).

Thursday, September 26th to Monday, September 30th
Time: Office Hours (9:00AM to 4:00PM)
Location: Asian Centre Office, Room 607
*Cash Only *
our new swag >>

Course of the Week: Asia 450A
Buddhist Studies  Sacred places and Pilgrimages in Asia , Winter Term 2

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd
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In Asia, as in other parts of the world, there are places considered to be sacred, powerful and
meaningful that are animated with myths of divinities or associations with religious and other
symbols, and have natural and architectural features that set them apart from ordinary places.
The course aims at building a basic understanding of the different types of sacred places and
pilgrimage practices in Asia, how they are developed and produced, and their impacts on social
and cultural life in local and translocal settings.
seats still available >>

Register for the 2013 Yip So Man Wat Lecture with
Speaker Pai Hsienyung
Due to the high demand from students to attend the Wat lecture, the Department of Asian
Studies has increased the number of seats available twice. Register now before the remaining
seats fill up!

Professor Pai will be discussing his latest book, Father and the Republic, a photobiography of his
father General Pai.
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2013
Time: 7PM – 9PM
Location: Old Auditorium. 6344 Memorial Road
Cost: Free. Registration required

Associated Events
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd
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“Peony Pavilion” on the World Stage: A Conversation with Pai Hsienyung
Mon Sep 30 2013 – 4:00 pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, UBC, 1871 West Mall, Vancouver
Free and open to the public
The Making of “Taipei People”: A Historical Perspective
Thur Oct 3 2013 – 2:30 pm
Asian Centre Auditorium, UBC, 1871 West Mall, Vancouver
Registration required: julia.lovely@ubc.ca *Open only to UBC students*
more info and associated events >>

The Inaugural Dhahan International Punjabi Literature
Prize
The first Dhahan International Punjabi Literature Prize will be awarded on October 8th with
readings by celebrated local authors Fauzia Rafique and Ajmer Rode, and scholar NikkyGuninder
Kaur Singh.

The Prize has been founded to celebrate the rich history and living present of Punjabi language
and literature, around the globe. A cash prize of $25,000 CDN will be awarded annually to one
‘best book’ in either Gurmukhi or Shahmukhi.
Tuesday October 8th, 2013
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: The Golden Jubilee Room (Irving K Barber Learning Centre) 1961 East Mall
Price: Free, RSVP by October 4th
Sponsors: UBC Asian Studies, Canada India Education Society
more info >>

Faculty Members Sharalyn Orbaugh and Joshua Mostow
will be Speaking in London this October
The Japan Research Centre has invited both Dr. Orbaugh and Dr. Mostow to give two separate
talks in London.
Dr. Orbaugh will be giving a lecture called Mobilizing the Home Front: Japanese and British
Domestic Propaganda in World War Two, in which she will compare the propaganda strategies
used by the Japanese and British governments to mobilize noncombatants, with a focus on
conceptions of gender, class and age.
event info >>
Dr. Mostow will be giving a paper at the symposium, Sex Art in Japan: Perspectives on
Shunga , held in conjunction with a major show at the British Museum
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd
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event info >>

Congratulations to our Graduate Students Teaching this
Semester
This Semester 5 of our graduate students will be teaching undergraduate courses. In this issue
of the Update we asked Weiting Guo why he is excited to teach this semester.
Weiting Guo
As a historian whose major interest is Chinese law and politics, I feel
excited to teach a course on the early history of Chinese political
thought and institutions. It is a great opportunity for me to review
what I have learnt in the past and to absorb some new scholarship
that helps both the students and I to critically think about Chinese
history. Through the approach of comparison and connections, I
intend to make students reflect not only on how China’s historical
trajectory differs from its Western counterpart but also on how China’s
experience is related to our life in the present. I enjoy the dynamic
learning in this class and believe this experience will help me teach
other areas in Chinese and comparative history.

New Work Study Student Profile
We are glad to welcome Mareike Entzian as a new Work Study student assisting in the main
office. Here is a short profile regarding her occupation, goals and interests:
Hi! My name is Mareike and I am in my 3rd year, studying Asian Area
Studies and Economics. I am originally from Germany but I have been
in Canada for about three years now. In 2012 I took a gap year and
lived in China. I took courses at Tongji University in Shanghai in
Business and Chinese culture. I loved traveling around Asia, which
evoked my interest in Asian Studies.
I love sports! I go snowboarding and play in intramural leagues at
UBC. If you have any questions about this or the UBC Trimentoring
program, feel free to stop by and ask me! I hope I will be able to
contribute to the Asian Studies Department. Best of luck this year and
I hope it will be a success for everyone!

Congratulations to Maija Norman for Giving Birth to Her
New Baby Boy!
On September 12 at 10pm, Maija Norman, our Department Administrator, gave birth to a son,
weighing 7lbs 12oz.
He is now home safe and sound, eating and sleeping like a champ. The Normans have yet to
decide on a name.
Maija is currently on leave for one year. Lonnie Chase has replaced her as Acting Administrator
and Stephanie Lee has filled the Administrative Assistant position.

https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd

5/8

11/30/2016

The Update September 24th

Regarding Dr. Barrie
Morrison by Ashok
Aklujkar
On Friday, September 20th, the Institute of
Asian Research held a memorial service
honoring the late Dr. Barrie Morrison. Dr.
Ashok Aklujkar's, one of our emeriti, has
asked us to post a letter, read at the service,
on our website.
to read the letter >>

OnCampus Events
Friday, September 27, 2013
Timely and Untimely Politics: Art and Protest in Early 1960s Japan
Time: 12:00pm1:30pm
Location: Conference Room #120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Japanese Research
Wednesday, October 2, 2013
Reflections on the Symposium on Early Modern Japanese Values and Individuality
Time: 12:001:00pm
Location: Asian Centre Room 604, 1871 West Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Japanese Research
Friday, October 4, 2013
Masterpiece of Korean Art (19571959) and the Cold War Politics of Antiquities
Time: 3:30pm5:00pm
Location: Conference Room #120, C.K. Choi Building, 1855 West Mall
Sponsor: Centre for Korean Research

OffCampus Events
VIFF 2013: Dragons &Tigers The Best in Asian Film  September 27th  October 9th, 2013
Shankara Jayanti Classical Music Concert  October 12th, 2013

Student Opportunities:
Arts Coop Now Accepting Applications for New Students
Arts TriMentoring Program Accepting Applications for New Students

Abroad with Asian Studies
Ellie Cho, a double major in Asian Language and Culture (Chinese) and English, is studying at
the National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, for one semester. Asian Studies interviewed her
about her first week on exchange.
Give us a brief description of your first impression of your school and city.
Well, this is my second time in Taiwan. I was in Taiwan for two months during the summer of
last year to study in the intensive language program at the National Taiwan Normal University.
When I recall back to the first time I was here, I wasn't sure what to expect. The city is quite
busy but the people here are all very kind. The campus isn't as big as UBC but it is hard to find
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd
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the right buildings because there are so many narrow
roads and the buildings look very similar to one
another.
1. What are you looking forward to most?
I guess I'm looking forward to making new
friendships and connections. I was afraid that it
would be hard to meet people here but I met a lot of
exchange students who are new to Taiwan as well.
Hopefully, I will meet more local people so that I can
know more about Taiwanese people. Also, I hope that
this environment will help me learn Mandarin faster.
I am also looking forward to travelling. I heard Taiwan
is a beautiful country in terms of the natural
environment. I didn't get a chance to travel last
summer when I was here. Because I have more time
this year, I want to travel all around Taiwan.
2. What are you most worried about?
I am really worried about getting into courses that I
want. The course registration system is a lot different from UBC. Although I was the one of the
first ones to register for courses, I was only able to get into two classes. And because the
registration system is closed, I have to ask the professors for codes that will allow me to add
their course into the system. I hope that by next week, I will have more courses registered.
3. What was your biggest culture shock?
My biggest culture shock has to be how nice the people here are. With my poor Mandarin skills, I
ask strangers for directions and other things. But every time I ask, they are all willing to stop
and help. The people will wait for me to finish explaining what I want to say. Then they will help
me as much as they can. It's very surprising how nice people could be. All the exchange
students that I have met agree with me. I guess this is a positive thing, but it feels very
different to me.
It is also a big culture shock for me that people will wear long pants or long sleeve shirts in this
32 degree weather. It is really hot here at the moment, but I see some people wearing these
clothes. I am in my summer clothes and I still feel like I am burning in the sun.
4.what was your greatest experience so far?
My greatest experience so far has been meeting friends and professors that I know in Taiwan. I
have a couple of friends here that I met last year. It was really nice to see them again. Also, my
first year Chinese professors at UBC were both from Taiwan. I was able to meet one of them
again. As well, I met my Chinese professor from last year when I was in Taiwan.
Also, being able to eat a lot with less money is another great experience. The food here is really
cheap so it feels nice to be able to eat good food but with less money.
5. What has been the biggest challenge in the first week?
The biggest challenge for me in the first week is, of course, settling down. Like I said before,
registering for courses has been a challenge for me. I am still getting used to the campus so it
takes me a while to find certain buildings. I don't know the area around my dormitory so I have
to still explore around.
Another challenge that I have experienced is the language barrier. Although I am a Chinese
major, I started learning Chinese in my first year (which was two years ago). As many language
learners know, textbooks and daily life conversations are not the same. Although my Chinese is
coming back to me pretty fast, my grammar and vocabulary still lacks a lot to say everything
that I want to. When I take the taxi, the taxi driver starts a conversation. I try to answer as
much as possible but there is a limit as to how much I can really say. When I meet the local
https://www.mailoutinteractive.com/Industry/View.aspx?id=488857&q=0&qz=554bcd
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people in Taiwan, I want to carry on the conversation. But, I have to stop at times to look up
certain words that I don't know.

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please send an email
to oliver.mann@ubc.ca

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here
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