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The Update
A bi-weekly roundup of news in the Department of Asian Studies
for our Students, Faculty and Staff

Featured Summer Course: Critical Approaches to Manga
and Anime
Asia 326: Critical Approaches to Manga and Anime
Summer Term 2 2016
In this course we will critically analyze a variety of manga (print comics), anime (animation),
and video games from Japan. A central focus of this course will be on examining the similarities
and differences between these cultural forms at the level of “media.” We will consider what
makes each of these forms unique and how stories can be adapted and told differently utilizing
each platform. We will also use these texts as a vehicle to learn more about Japanese history
and culture (and titan attacks!), and even try creating some of the content ourselves. This
course is instructed by Dr. Yuki Ohsawa.
Register now>>

Hong Kong: 20 Years After - A Symposium
The past two decades have not been the best of times for Hong Kong. What have been the
sources of tensions for this former British colony? As Hong Kong is set to enter the Carrie Lam
era, what promises does Deng Xiaoping’s formulation of “One Country, Two Systems” still hold
for this special administrative region of China? Please join our distinguished panel for
conversations and reflections.
Wednesday, April 26, 2017
4pm-6pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
RSVP here>>

Asian Studies Language Learning and Teaching
Workshop Series: Speaking and Listening
Two workshops will be presented: Engaging Students in Speaking Tasks using Technology &
Listening Comprehension in Second Language Teaching and Learning.
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Friday, April 28, 2017
12:30-2:00 & 2:00-3:30
Room 604, Asian Centre (1871 West Mall)
Light refreshments will be provided.
RSVP by Apr. 24 midnight to qian.wang@ubc.ca
See the full program here>>

The 2017 Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program
The program was established in loving memory of Harjit Kaur Sidhu (nee Gill), devoted
wife, mother, and strong advocate for education, Punjabi culture and language, and women’s
issues. Every year, the program features a keynote address or performance, awards for a
local writer and student-contest winners, and student performances. This year, the program
takes place in association with an Arts-based workshop with the Peter Wall Institute for
Advanced Studies; students will create and perform at the workshop (May 2-4).
The Sidhu Program will follow by one week, with a performance on May 13 evening in Delta
featuring two short plays with Samuel John and selections from the Workshop (to be
determined after the workshop).

https://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/fpnfa--c49fw-5l47ula2
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Samuel John
Sunday, May 7th, 2017
Luna's Voice: Exploring the Punjabi Narrative Puran Bhagat
3pm-5pm
Dorothy Somerset Studios (6361 University Blvd.)
Saturday, May 13th, 2017
Kahani da Rangmanch: A Theatre of Stories
Dulatti (The Hidden Power)
Ghasea Hoea Aadmi (Worn Out Man)
6pm
North Delta Secondary School (11447 82nd Ave, North Delta)

https://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/fpnfa--c49fw-5l47ula2
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Made possible with the generous support of the Sidhu Family, UBC Asian Studies and the
Department of Theatre and Film, and the Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies.
Learn more about Punjabi Studies at UBC >>

A Walk in the Night with Zhuangzi, Singing Songs of the
South
The “Fan wu liu xing” (All things flow into form) is a Warring States manuscript now stored at
the Shanghai Museum. Taking a cue from this text, particularly the discussion surrounding a
key formulation about “the mind prevailing over the mind,” this paper argues for a new reading
of a difficult passage in Zhuangzi “Da zongshi” (The great and venerable teacher), showing that
it not only parallels the description of a spirit journey in “Yuanyou” (Far roaming) of the Songs
of the South, but is also a detailed account of the different stages of the process of selfcultivation. Such an interpretation situates the newly recovered “Fan wu liu xing” in the
context of Pre-Qin intellectual history, cuts across conventional boundaries of Confucianism
versus Daoism and poetry versus philosophy, and ultimately reminds us that the act of reading
is never insulated from the linguistic details of the text.

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
3pm - 5pm
Room 604, Asian Centre, 1871 West Mall
With speaker Kuan-yun HUANG (Tsing Hua University, Taiwan).
Details >>

Student Opportunities
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A new course being offered during Winter Term 1 is HIST: 105 – Global Issues in Historical
Perspective. This course, taught by Tristan R. Grunow, explores The Pacific War in History &
Film.
WinWin Academy Launching Corporate Internship Program in China, Apply Today! Recruitment
for internships is conducted on a rolling basis all year round.

On-Campus Events
March 13th – May 31st, 2017
New Exhibition: Double Exposure
Asian Centre (1871 West Mall) & Rare Books and Special Collections (1961 East Mall)
Thursday, April 20th, 2017
Myanmar in Transition: An Update on Recent Developments
2pm-3:30pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building
Thursday, April 27th, 2017
Making an International Currency: Renminbi Internationalization
12pm-2pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building (1855 West Mall)
Friday, April 28th, 2017
Radical Inequalities: China’s Welfare State in Comparative Perspective
12pm-2pm
Room 120, C.K. Choi Building (1855 West Mall)

Off-Campus Events
April 6th - April 23rd
Raymond Pai performing in a full production Broadway musical "Anything Goes"
735 Eighth Ave, New Westminster, BC V3M 2R2
Wednesday, April 26th, 2017
Asian Legal Studies Workshop - Mass Digitization of Chinese Court Decisions: How to Use Text
as Data in the Field of Chinese Law
12:30pm-2pm
Allard Hall, Room 122
Wednesday, April 26th, 2017
Ordinary Tort Litigation in China: Law Versus Practical Justice
2:30pm-3:30pm
Allard Hall, Room 111
Thursday, April 27th, 2017
"The Lives of Cantopop: A Conversation with Brenda Lo and Stephen Yiu-wai Chu" (in
Cantonese)
3:30pm-5:30pm
Performance Hall, Richmond Library and Cultural Centre (7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond, BC V6Y
1R8)
Associated with the "Hong Kong: 20 Years After" Symposium
Friday, April 28th, 2017
"Sexuality, Gender & Intimate Justice—A Dialogue with Petula Sik-Ying Ho”
2pm-4pm
https://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/fpnfa--c49fw-5l47ula2
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SFU Harbour Centre 1600, 515 W. Hastings Street
Associated with the "Hong Kong: 20 Years After" Symposium
Friday, April 28th, 2017
"One Woman, One Movement" (in Cantonese)
7pm-9pm
Kwok-Chu Lee Living Room, Richmond Public Library (7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond, BC V6Y
1R8)
Associated with the "Hong Kong: 20 Years After" Symposium
Monday, June 26th, 2017
Arundhati Roy: The Ministry of Utmost Happiness - Book Launch
7pm
St. Andrew's Wesley United Church, Vancouver, BC

Alumni Spotlight – Alison Winters
The Alumni Spotlight is an interview series where we interview Asia Studies alumni about their
career paths, how they became interested in Asian Studies and for any advice that would be
useful to our students. This interview features Alison Winters, BA BA '86 in Chinese and MA '89
in Chinese Poetry of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 A.D.). She has recently retired from her two
decades at the helm of the Canada China Business Council to start her own consulting
company specializing in Event Management, Marketing, and Canada China business and
relations.
Tell us a little about yourself, your background and how you became interested in
Asian Studies?
I was born and raised in Hong Kong. I immigrated to Canada in 1982 and came to Vancouver
from Ottawa to attend UBC in 1984. Ever since I was small, I was always interested in studying
Chinese literature. When I came to UBC, I decided to follow my heart and study what I like.
While a student, was there anything you did to get ahead with your career? Or
anything that you would recommend that other students do?
I remember I took 18 credits in Japanese language studies for my undergrad degree. In
retrospect, it was an excellent idea as it forced me to be open minded, embrace cultural
differences and try to learn and accept how other people look at the world and think. I learned
to pay more attention and respect different cultural values.
I recommend other students learn at least one different language other than English and
French. We will broaden our horizons and be able to reach out to more people. Being
monolingual is very limiting.
How did you get your first “adult” job after graduating? Was it a simple transition?
I was very fortunate. Upon graduation, there was an opening at the David Lam Centre (DLC)
for International Communication at Simon Fraser University at Harbour Centre. I applied for
the job right away. The mandate of the DLC is to foster intercultural communication and
understanding between Canada and the Asia Pacific region through language and cultural
training, forums, seminars, workshops, and conferences. It also organizes public events related
to Asian art, history, film, literature, and philosophy. The fact that I understand, speak, and
write Chinese (including Mandarin Chinese and Cantonese) and some Japanese helped secure
the job. It was a very simple and smooth transition. It was fascinating for me to meet with so
many academics and experts in the field of cross cultural communication. I learned a lot.
This photo was taken at the Grand Ballroom at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China
on November 8, 1994. Prime Minister Jean Chretien led the First Team Canada Mission with
all the Premiers (except Quebec) and territorial leaders along with over 400 senior executives
to visit China in 1994. Here, the Prime Minister congratulates Alison Winters (right) on the
successful banquet.
After your first job, how did your career progress and what are you currently doing?
I worked at DLC at SFU for five years. In February 1994, a job opening came up at the Canada
China Business Council (CCBC) Vancouver Office. Canada China Business Council planned to
https://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/fpnfa--c49fw-5l47ula2
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open its Vancouver Office. As I wanted to be more focused on Canada-China business and
relations, I sent in my application, wrote the written test, and attended three interviews. In the
end, I got a job offer from CCBC and worked there for over 20 years. I resigned in July 2014
and started my own consulting company specializing in Event Management, Marketing, and
Canada China business and relations.
What do you enjoy about your current job? What are the challenges?
I enjoy my current job because I choose what I want to do and when I want to do it. I have a
lot of freedom.
A challenge in Event Management is that there are often many unexpected changes. Even
though you plan very well and look after many details. Inevitably, there are many unexpected
last minute changes in the Event Management line of business. In the last minute, some very
important VIPs may show up at the event or some VIPs will cancel their appearance. According
to protocol, I have to adjust their speaking order and seating arrangement as quickly and
seamlessly as possible. So, I have to keep my composure under pressure and be very creative
in solving problems. I have to be very quick at thinking on my feet.
On the Marketing front, if it involves a 3rd party, it is difficult for me to control the quality of
their work particularly, if the 3rd party is not located in Vancouver. I can do my utmost to fulfill
my duties and deliver my promises; however, I can only request the 3rd party to do their job
but I cannot control the quality of their work. I am at their mercy.
Are there opportunities for recent graduates in your industry? What does a typical
entry-level position entail?
There are opportunities for recent graduates in my or similar line of work. The entry-level
position involves:
working at an educational/governmental organization/private company marketing
Canada or BC to China or Asia.
organizing activities, including seminars and workshops educating Canadians/British
Columbians on how to interact with Chinese from Mainland China,
receiving Chinese delegations when they come to visit Canada/BC
researching sound and meaningful investment projects in various sectors in Canada/BC
and to explain them to prospective investors from China, and
helping educational institutions recruit students in China/Asia to study in Canada/BC.
Has learning an Asian language helped you in your personal or professional life?
What tips do you have for students who are keen to play the ‘language card’ in their
career development?
Yes, it has most certainly. Personally speaking, it is best to specialize in a field that you are
good at, passionate about it, and believe in its potential and impact. At the same time, be
proficient in another language/languages. It will carry you further and open more opportunities
for you. It is a great bonus and will make you stand out in the crowd. Having language skills
alone without other specific skills will not take you very far and will not make you very
employable.
Do you have any other advice that you would like to impart to students and/or recent
graduates?
When it comes time to choose a career, have courage to follow your heart. Believe in
yourself. Find out what you want to do. You may not know it right away and it may take
a few jobs to find that out. It does not matter where you start and how little your first
job pays you.
Be enthusiastic and strive to learn as much as you can. Be willing to do things that do
not fall into your job description. No job is too small. Get the job done no matter how
difficult it is and how long it takes.
Engage with an open mind and an open heart. Be open to other people’s ideas and
suggestions. Other people’s ideas may work too. Try to see it from their point of view.
You may learn something new. If we insist our way is the only way, we will become a
one trick pony and pigeonhole ourselves.
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Make yourself versatile. We will not accomplish very much based only of what we
already know. Never stop improving yourself. What you have learned is yours to keep.
Nobody can take it away from you. This investment will pay you huge dividends for the
rest of your life.
Learn money management and time management and learn them well. Where possible,
put some money aside and take time to see the world.
Acquire great interpersonal skills. Do not wear your emotion on your sleeves. Try to get
along with your colleagues; they do not have to be your best friends. If you don’t get
along with them, you will have a problem. You will be unhappy; the work environment
will become unpleasant and you will lose in the end.
Ace in problem solving skills. You will become an integral part of the team. You will be
highly valued and sought after.
Find ways to broaden your horizons and contact base. Be vigilant in doing following up.
When you leave a company and move on to another, they will be your contacts as well.
Establish your reputation in knowledge, skills, thought leadership, integrity, and
professionalism. You will become an excellent leader. People will remember and respect
you and will not hesitate to refer you to others.
Work hard and play hard.
Be happy and enjoy living your life. The best is yet to come. Don’t sweat the small stuff.
You have the magic and power inside you to create a life that you want and a career that you
would be proud of. I sincerely wish all graduates a very gratifying and rewarding career.
Read more Alumni Interviews>>

We Welcome your Submissions
If you have a story that you would like featured in our biweekly update please submit your
story here and it could be featured in the next Update!

Missed an Update?
All past newsletters may be found here.
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asia.ubc.ca
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Vancouver, British Columbia
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